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BY HEATH DRUZIN

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL — Five American 
troops were killed in a possible 
friendly fire incident in south-
ern Afghanistan on Monday in 
what was the deadliest day for 
the international military co-
alition there in six months.

A Pentagon statement said 
the troops died during a secu-
rity operation in southern Af-
ghanistan. “Investigators are 
looking into the likelihood that 
friendly fire was the cause,” it 
said.

Zabul police chief Ghulam 
Sakhi Roghlewani said the 
Americans were killed after 

being ambushed by insurgents 
in Zabul province. Roghlewani 
said an Afghan soldier also died 
after coalition troops called in 
air support and an aircraft mis-
takenly struck their position. 
An official with Afghanistan’s 
intelligence agency, the Na-
tional Directorate of Security, 
confirmed the details of the at-

tack but said that two Afghan
soldiers had been killed.

An International Security
Assistance Force statement
confirmed “the possibility that
fratricide may have been in-
volved” in the incident in Zabul
province, adding that it was
under investigation.
SEE FIRE ON PAGE 8
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AND ALAA SHAHINE

 Bloomberg News

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Militant 
fighters of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Levant seized Mosul on Tuesday 
after battling government forces for 
control of the northern Iraqi city, ex-
tending their reach over the country 
as central authority crumbles.

The group also captured the airport 

in Mosul as the Iraqi army pulled out 
of its positions inside the city, Dubai-
based Al-Arabiya television station 
said Tuesday, citing the Nineveh gov-
ernor Athil al-Nujaifi. Images on Al-
Jazeera satellite television showed 
cars burning in the city and citizens 
fleeing the fighting. Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki called for parliament 
to declare a state of emergency.

SEE MOSUL ON PAGE 11

Friendly fire cited in US deaths
Report: 5 special operations troops killed by apparent airstrike in Afghanistan 

Mosul overrun
Militants tighten grasp on Iraq with seizure of 2nd-largest city

[The Islamic State of Iraq 
and Levant] see [Prime 
Minister Nouri] al-Maliki 
on the verge of failure, and 
this is their opportunity to 
make substantial gains.

— Theodore Karasik, Institute for 
Near East and Gulf Military Analysis
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10th annual salute to valor
� Capt. Dave Hibner and Capt. 
Daniel Hibner, Silver Star, Page 6

� 1st Lt. Kenneth Conover III 
and Sgt. Kenneth Rick, Silver Star; 
Staff Sgt. Joshua Brodrick and 
Sgt. Nicholas Brandau, Bronze Star 
with “V,” Page 7

� Petty Offi cer 1st Class Jeffrey 
Macatangay, Navy and Marine 
Corps Medal, Page 8

 Iraqi soldiers  take  position during clashes with militants in  Mosul, Iraq, on Monday in an image taken from video. 
COURTESY OF THE IRAQI MILITARY /AP
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“I think Ray has been 
happy for only three years 
in his life. And those were 
the three years before I 

was born.”
— The Kinks’ Dave Davies, on his 
bandmate (and older brother), Ray 

See story on Page 17 
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Stars”

Stars and Stripes

 The Marine Corps sergeant 
major who accosted a protester 
and drove away with the man’s 
drill instructor hat has tendered 
his resignation and voluntarily 
stepped down from his post as 
senior enlisted adviser at Parris 
Island recruit depot in South Car-
olina, the Marine Corps Times 
reported Tuesday.

Sgt. Maj. Paul Archie’s decision 
came less than week after the al-
tercation, a video of which circu-
lated widely on social media.

The Times reported that Ma-
rine Corps officials released 
this statement: “Understanding 
the Marine Corps has very high 
standards of personal and profes-
sional conduct for its most senior 
leaders, Sgt. Maj. Archie volun-
tarily stepped down as the depot 
sergeant major, and the com-
manding general regrettably ac-
cepted his retirement.”

On Thursday, Archie stopped 
his vehicle in front of a protest 
near the gates, got out and  was in-
volved in a verbal altercation with 

a protester, Ethan Arguello, a for-
mer Marine drill instructor.

The group was protesting the 
release last month of Army Sgt. 
Bowe Bergdahl, who was ex-
changed for five Taliban prison-
ers in a swap negotiated by the 
U.S. government.

The official police statement, 
according to the Marine Corps 
Times, has more detail: “During 
argument, Archie’s head struck 
the campaign cover knocking it 
off the head of the protester. Ar-
chie took the campaign cover and 

proceeded onto MCRD Parris
Island.”

Police later recovered the cam-
paign cover.

Archie turned himself in to the
local Port Royal Police Depart-
ment on Friday on charges of
third-degree assault and battery.
He posted bond and was released
on his own recognizance from the
Beaufort County Detention Center.

Archie is due next week to ap-
pear in court, police told the Ma-
rine Corps Times.

Sergeant major who confronted protester resigns

BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The House 
Appropriations Committee voted 
Tuesday to retire the popular A-
10 Warthog, defying earlier votes 
in the House and Senate and pleas 
from infantry troops to save the 
close-support aircraft.

The committee, which holds 
the federal purse strings, over-
whelmingly rejected a measure 
in the House’s proposed defense 
budget for 2015 that would have 
preserved the A-10 from Air 
Force spending cuts. 

The Air Force is under pressure 
to cut spending due to mandatory 
budget cuts and had proposed to 
save about $7 billion by retiring 
283 Warthogs. But the aircraft 
has supporters in the Army and 
Marines, where it has saved lives 
during combat operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Armed services 
committees in both chambers of 
Congress voted to keep the Wart-
hog last month.

“Yes, there are Marines and 
corpsmen alive today because 
of it,” said Rep. Rodney Freling-
huysen, R-N.J., chairman of the 
Appropriations defense subcom-
mittee. “But there are also troops 
that owe their lives to 80 per-
cent of other close area support 
missions.”

Funding the Warthog pro-
gram would suck funding from 
operations and maintenance at 
Air Force bases and new, more 
technologically advanced aircraft 
procurement programs, Freling-
huysen said.

“The venerable Warthog is a 
weapons system that served well 
in the past,” he said.

The unsuccessful amendment 
to fund the A-10 was introduced 
by Rep. Jack Kingston, R-Ga., 
saying it is cheaper to fly than 
other close support aircraft such 
as the F-15 fighter jet and B-1 
bomber.

“The Air Force should be sav-
ing money … but going to an 
aircraft that is one of the least 
expensive to fly doesn’t make any 
sense,” he said.

Rep. Chris Stewart, R-Utah, a 
former Air Force helicopter pilot, 
said the A-10 is uniquely qualified 

to handle the dangerous close-
support missions common in the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

“When you have troops who are 
in contact with an enemy on the 
ground, it is a very, very precise 
mission,” Stewart said. “If you 
get out and frag your own troops, 
you never forgive yourself and 
not only that, it will end up in the 
newspaper.”

The panel voted on the same 
day a B-1 Lancer, which flies 
higher and faster than the A-10, 
dropped bombs in Zabul prov-
ince, Afghanistan, killing five 
special operators.

The Department of Defense 

is under intense pressure to cut
spending due to the Budget Con-
trol Act of 2011, which forces au-
tomatic cuts because Congress 
cannot agree on how to reduce
the federal deficit.

The Senate must also pass a de-
fense appropriations bill, which
supplies the money for priorities 
included in the annual National
Defense Authorization Act. The 
two chambers must hold a con-
ference and reconcile what gets
funded, so the A-10 may still get
another chance at survival.

tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

House panel votes to retire A-10

 MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

The last A-10 Warthog of the 81st Fighter Squadron  takes off from Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, 
last year  on its way to the United States . The House Appropriations Committee voted Tuesday to retire 
the  A-10  in a cost-cutting move.
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VA SCANDAL

BY TRAVIS J. TRITTEN

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The inspec-
tor general of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs said Monday 
that potential criminal cases re-
lated to the department’s nation-
wide patient wait-list scandal 
are being reviewed by federal 
prosecutors.

The IG is investigating 69 VA 
facilities for criminal, civil and 
administrative wrongdoing after 
revealing late last month that 
scheduling abuses implemented 
to mask long wait times for health 
care are systemic within the vet-
eran health care system, Acting 
Inspector General Richard Grif-
fin said during a hearing before 
House lawmakers.

Earlier in the day, the scope of 
the crisis became more appar-
ent when the VA released its own 
audit showing more than 57,000 
veterans have been waiting more 
than three months for care ap-
pointments. The audit blamed a 
lack of providers and an “overly 
complicated” scheduling pro-
cess for the breakdown in timely 
care at 731 hospitals and clinics 
nationwide.

“I think it comes down to ac-
countability of senior leadership 
out in these facilities,” Griffin 
said before the House Veterans’  
Affairs Committee. “Once some-
body loses their job or is crimi-
nally charged, that will be the 
shot heard around the system.” 

The IG has discovered that in 
many cases, staff would game 
the system by giving veterans the 
first available appointment date 
— up to six months in the future 
— despite their requests for an 
earlier visit and then mark the 
appointment as the desired date, 
which would then appear in the 
VA computer system as no wait, 
Griffin said.

Staff also would schedule pa-
tients for visits months into the fu-
ture, then cancel the appointment 
two weeks before and reschedule 
for the same date so it appeared 
to fall within the VA’s goal of 14-
day wait times, he said.

The IG and Department of Jus-
tice are  discussing whether such 
practices rise to the level of crim-
inal activity, Griffin said.

“You have to work your way 
back up the supervisory chain to 
find out who put out that order, 
and that’s what we are having to 
do,” he said. “Maybe if people 
do start getting charged, maybe 
somebody will say, ‘I don’t want 
to take the fall for somebody far-
ther up the food chain who told 
me to do this.’ ”

The VA audit released Monday 
showed that about 70 percent of 
the 731 VA facilities reviewed 
used off-the-books patient wait-
ing lists at least once, and man-

agement pressured staff in some 
cases to manipulate appointments 
to make waits appear shorter, the 
audit confirmed.

The VA rushed out the audit 
under pressure from Congress 
and veteran groups. The findings 
provide the first detailed look 
— at least from the department’s 
own perspective — at patient wait 
times at individual facilities since 
allegations in April that up to 40 
patients died awaiting care at a 
Phoenix VA hospital.

Philip Matkovsky, assistant 
deputy veterans affairs undersec-
retary for health for administra-
tive operations, apologized to the 
public and to veterans during tes-
timony Monday night before the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee and said the audit marked a 
turning point for the department.

“We saw this as the opportu-
nity, the opportunity for us to do 
a reset,” Matkovsky said.

Last year, the department 
began requiring that veterans 
receive care within two weeks of 
asking for an appointment, and it 
used the goal to evaluate employ-
ee performance. Those who kept 

waits within 
that time 
frame were 
given awards 
and bonuses, 
the VA in-
spector gen-
eral found.

Matkovsky 
said the VA 
has now dis-
continued 
the sched-
uling goal 
and stopped 
using it as 
a personnel 
performance 
measure.

The audit 
released Mon-
day found 

the goal was partly responsible 
for the deep problems within the 
department.

“Meeting a 14-day wait-time 
performance target for new  ap-
pointments was simply not attain-
able given the ongoing challenge 
of finding sufficient provider 
slots to accommodate a growing 
demand for services,” according 
to the audit.

It found that department lead-
ers failed by expecting staff to 
meet the appointment goal with-
out understanding the potential 
effects on hospitals and clinics 
that serve 6.5 million beneficia-
ries annually.

“Findings indicate that in some 
cases, pressures were placed on 
schedulers to utilize inappropri-
ate practices in order to make 
waiting times … appear more fa-
vorable,” the audit found.

Still, the VA audit claims that 
the  majority of veterans — about 

90 percent to 99 percent — re-
ceive care within 30 days of book-
ing appointments.

Across the board, wait times 
for new veteran patients greatly 
exceeded those for established 
patients, it found.

For example, a VA hospital in 
Philadelphia now has 426 veter-
ans who have been waiting more 
than three months for a first visit. 
Those patients must wait 43 days 
on average for primary care, 
while returning patients wait 
about three days.

The statistics drew some skep-
ticism from House lawmakers, 
who said the VA statistics have 
been continually changing, and 
reports from their districts of 
veterans waiting for care were 
sometimes much higher than the 
numbers shown in the audit.

“If you can’t rely on the data 
… is the alternative to go in and 
do a case-by-case analysis?” Rep. 
Doug Lamborn, R-Colo., said. 
“How do we get to the bottom of 
it when the records or the reports 
are unreliable?”

Matkovsky said the newest VA 
statistics are more accurate than 
past reports.

“As we improve the integrity of 
our reporting,” he said, “the pa-
tient wait times may get worse.”

Wait times are already pain-
fully long, said some of the veter-
ans who gathered at a VFW post 
near Baltimore on Monday night 
to relate experiences with the 
VA health care system to VFW’s 
national leaders. Their stories, 
along with more accounts gath-
ered at a similar meeting Monday 
in Kansas City, Mo., will be com-
piled and submitted to Congress 
and the White House, VFW offi-
cials said.

Steven Klein, 55, a retired 
Army master sergeant who badly 
injured his back in 2005, was told 
he’d have to wait months for a spe-
cialist appointment. Baltimore 
was identified Monday in the VA’s 

self audit as having among the 
longest wait times for new pa-
tients seeking primary care, al-
though it did not rank among the 
top 10 worst hospitals for patients 
in need of specialty care.

“I went down to the VA hos-
pital in Baltimore, and they told 
me they couldn’t fit me in for five 
months,” Klein said. “If it hadn’t 
been for my wife’s health insur-
ance, I would have been in pain 
for those five months.”

The extra cost of using his 
wife’s insurance was worth it, he 
said, because he was able to see 
a doctor within days and quickly 
have surgery for what turned out 
to be five herniated spinal discs. 

Klein said he’s been satisfied 
with his VA primary care doctors, 
but when time is of the essence, 
the system breaks down.

“If I need a specialist, I’ll use 
my wife’s insurance,” he said. “At 
the VA in downtown Baltimore, 
you’re gonna wait.”
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

IG: Prosecutors weighing criminal charges

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP

Rep. Tim Huelskamp, R-Kan., left, confronts Department of Veterans Affairs official Philip Matkovsky  as 
the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs holds a hearing Monday to examine why thousands of military 
veterans have been waiting for up to three months for medical appointments . 

RALPH FRESO/AP

Veterans Affairs Rehabilitation 
Director Verna Jones speaks 
during a town hall meeting 
at American Legion Post 1 in 
Phoenix  on Monday . 

CHRIS CARROLL/Stars and Stripes

Steven Klein 55, a retired Army master sergeant who hurt his back 
in 2005, says he was told he’d have to wait months for a specialist 
appointment at his Baltimore-area VA clinic.

Bosses who ordered appointment
wait-time manipulation probed

‘ Once 
somebody 
loses their 
job or is 
criminally 
charged, 
that will 
be the 
shot heard 
around the 
system. ’

Richard 
Griffin

acting VA 
inspector general
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Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — Penelope Miller-Smith, the 
principal of Hainerberg Elemen-
tary School in Wiesbaden, has 
been temporarily reassigned to 
the Kaiserslautern district office 
for the remainder of the school 
year, school officials announced 
Monday.

Miller-Smith was reassigned ef-
fective June 3, said Department of 
Defense Dependents Schools-Eu-
rope spokesman Bob Purtiman. 
The last day of school for DODDS-
Europe students is Thursday.

Purtiman said Miller-Smith’s 
reassignment was part of a “su-
pervisory inquiry” into the cur-
rent school management.

“Some issues were brought to” 
the attention of Dell McMullen, 
the Kaiserslautern district super-
intendent, he said. “She’s looking 
into them.”

In a letter dated Monday to the 
parents of Hainerberg school stu-

dents, McMullen apologized for 
any inconveniences caused by the 
principal’s reassignment so late in 
the school year.

“I would not have made this 
decision unless I believed it was 
absolutely necessary,” she wrote, 
without elaborating on the reasons 
for the move.

Jeff Pond, the assistant princi-
pal of Wiesbaden Middle School, is 

stepping in as the acting principal 
at Hainerberg  for the remainder 
of the school year, Purtiman said.

Miller-Smith  was in her fourth 
year as principal of Hainerberg. 
She has a variety of teaching ex-
perience in elementary education, 
special education and gifted and 
talented students, according to her 
online DODDS-Europe biography. 
Her full biography is available at: 
 tinyurl.com/o7ayy8v

MILITARY

ERIC BROWN/Stars and Stripes

An acting principal will step in at Hainerberg Elementary School in 
Wiesbaden, Germany, until the end of the school year. 

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY

Stars and Stripes

 NAPLES, Italy — A Navy civil-
ian accused of forging documents 
to illegally collect housing ben-
efits here is appealing a ruling 
that forces his attorney to testify 
before a grand jury considering 
additional charges against him. 

Steven William Ashton, 41, has 
asked the 8th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in St. Louis to overturn 
last month’s decision by a federal 
court in Davenport, Iowa, requir-
ing attorney Jeffrey B. Lang to tes-
tify about documents he received 
from Ashton and passed along to 

investigators.  
Prosecutors say those docu-

ments, purporting to show that 
Ashton told his supervisors about a 
business he ran outside of his Navy 
job, were forgeries. They want a 
grand jury to charge Ashton for 
obstructing an investigation, ac-
cording to court documents. 

Ashton already faces federal 
charges on allegations he ac-
cepted $360,000 in illegal hous-
ing allowance after moving into a 
condominium owned by his Ital-
ian girlfriend. Prosecutors charge 
he  forged documents showing the 
lease had been transferred to his 
father-in-law’s name in 2006. 

They also accuse him of forg-
ing documents extending his tour 
on the base and giving him access 
to other benefits, such as discount 
moorage fees in the Bay of Naples, 
Italy. 

The Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Service  arrested Ashton in 
February at the Naples base on 
counts of making false statements, 
falsifying a record and theft.

Ashton was the NATO and Host 
Nation Program manager for the 
local Navy command in Naples, 
a position in which he oversaw 
the operation and maintenance of 
NATO facilities and coordinated 
construction projects with the Ital-

ian military. He was reassigned 
twice by the Navy after the inves-
tigation began in January 2013. 

The investigation also looked 
into BlackGrid Consulting, a side 
business created by Ashton and a 
friend in the Air Force, referred 
to in documents as “CK.” A web-
site for the business touts its re-
lationships within business and 
government. 

In April and May 2013, Lang 
forwarded documents to Justice 
Department attorney Catherine 
Votaw, including a memo written 
by Ashton to a staff judge advocate 
about the business and an applica-

tion for Off-Duty Employment
that was ostensibly approved by
Ashton’s supervisor.  

Both documents were faked, the 
government says. The military at-
torney was serving in Afghanistan 
at the time and had never spoken
to Ashton, authorities say, and
the approved application bore the 
forged signature of Ashton’s boss.   

Ashton has claimed in court 
filings that federal prosecutors
threatened to pursue the addi-
tional charges after he declined to
plead guilty to one of the original
counts. 
beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley

The  Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration only finalized the 
exchange of the last remaining 
U.S. prisoner of war in Afghani-
stan for five Taliban detainees 
at Guantanamo a day before the 
swap, a top Democratic lawmaker 
said Tuesday. He said American 
officials didn’t learn the pickup 
location for Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl 
until an hour ahead of time.

Sen. Dick Durbin, of Illinois, 
the Senate’s No. 2-ranked Demo-
crat, presented the timeline as 
an explanation for why President 
Barack Obama didn’t inform 
Congress 30 days before the May 
31 prisoner trade. Republicans 
and some Democrats have sharp-
ly criticized the president for fail-
ing to notify them and contend 
he broke the law. Obama says he 
acted legally.

“They knew a day ahead of 
time the transfer was going to 
take place,” Durbin told report-
ers in the Capitol, where mili-
tary officials briefed the Senate 
Armed Services Committee be-
hind closed doors. “They knew an 
hour ahead of time where it was 
going to take place.”

Durbin spoke as a House panel 
overwhelmingly backed a mea-
sure barring U.S. funds for the 
transfer of detainees from the 
prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
amid the congressional outcry 
over the swap.

On a bipartisan 33-13 vote, the 
Appropriations Committee added 
the provision to a $570 billion 
defense spending bill that blocks 
money if the administration fails 
to notify Congress within 30 days 
of a transfer from Guantanamo 
as required by law.

The administration exchanged 

Bergdahl, held captive by the Tal-
iban since 2009, for five Taliban 
officials who had been at Guan-
tanamo for more than a decade. 
The five were sent to Qatar, where 
they are to remain for a year.

Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen, 
R-N.J.,  described the agreement 
as a “violation of trust” by the 
Obama administration that can-
not be overlooked. 

The measure also bars 85 per-
cent of the money in the account 
for overseas conflicts until De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel re-
assures Congress that no funds 
will be spent to violate current 
law requiring congressional 
notification.

 In the week since the deal, law-
makers have raised questions 
about whether Bergdahl was a 
deserter and whether the United 
States gave up too much for his 
freedom. 

BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes

 Despite an overall improve-
ment in how the Department of 
Veterans Affairs handles dis-
ability claims involving military 
sexual trauma,   or MST, decisions 
to deny or approve such cases re-
main uneven across the agency’s 
health care system, according to 
a government watchdog report re-
leased Monday. National approval 
rates for claims based on  MST 
have significantly increased dur-
ing the past four years, the report 
by the Government Accountabil-
ity Office said.

The GAO found wide variations, 
however, in approval rates among 
regional offices, ranging from 14 
percent to 88 percent for fiscal 
 2013. Half the offices had approv-
al rates near the average, between 
40 percent and  60 percent . Veter-
ans filed more than 29,000 claims 
for disabilities related to MST for 
fiscal  2008 through 2013, the GAO 
report said.

The VA has been rocked re-
cently by revelations of veterans 
facing extraordinarily long wait-
ing times for appointments, even 
as officials and staff in the sys-
tem tried to cover up the delays, 
found by an inspector general’s 
report to have been caused in part 
by bonuses tied to performance. 
VA Secretary Eric Shinseki was 
ousted in the wake of the scandal, 
and Congress has introduced leg-
islation intended to mitigate wait 
times. 

The GAO report on sexual 
trauma noted that variation in ap-
proval rates “does not necessarily 
signify inconsistency.” But inves-
tigators found that some VA offic-
es described ongoing difficulty in 
applying uniform standards, with 
“several instances of widely vary-
ing interpretations.”

“Some VHA medical examiners 
GAO spoke with required more 
evidence than others to establish 
that an MST incident occurred,” 
the report said. “[Veterans Ben-
efits Administration and Veterans 
Health Administration] staff in al-
most every office GAO contacted 
said that further training would be 
useful, feedback that is consistent 
with good practices previously 

identified by GAO and others for
reinforcing training.”

The GAO interviewed person-
nel from five of the VBA’s 57 re-
gional offices: Nashville, Tenn., 
Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, San Diego
and Portland, Ore .

Sexual abuse during military
service is a problem that’s gar-
nered greater attention the past 
couple of years as more victims
have come forward demanding 
change. The Defense Depart-
ment estimates that about 26,000 
servicemembers experienced
unwanted sexual contact during 
fiscal  2012, a 27 percent increase 
from 2010. In 2012, one in five 
women and one in 100 men told 
VA medical staff they’d experi-
enced  MST.

Veterans with service-connect-
ed disabilities, including MST, are
entitled to disability compensation
benefits, according to federal law.
But many veterans have had diffi-
culty producing evidence of sexual
trauma acceptable to the VA.

The VA revised its handling 
of MST claims as the result of a
court ruling in 2002. The revision
allows evidence outside a veter-
an’s service record to be used to 
corroborate claims of military 
sexual trauma. That could include 
civilian law enforcement records
and rape crises centers, as well as 
statements from friends and fam-
ily members. Despite those chang-
es, the VA’s own quality assurance
reviews found “high error rates” 
for MST claims in subsequent
years, the GAO report said. 

In response, the VBA began as-
signing specially trained media-
tors for MST claims in 2011, and
the VHA began providing option-
al training to medical examiners
involved in the cases in 2012.

Last year, the VBA announced
it would review denied claims for 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
for 2,667 veterans who had been
processed before the new train-
ing regimen, the GAO report said. 
Veterans, however, are required
to resubmit claims. The GAO rec-
ommended that the VBA begin a
more systematic collection of data
in order to analyze approval rates
for specific regional offices.
olson.wyatt@stripes.com

Navy civilian appeals ruling in fraud case

Hainerberg 
principal is 
reassigned

VA approval of sexual 
trauma claims uneven

Lawmaker defends Obama’s Bergdahl swap
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YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The United States is hold-
ing three-day talks with Japanese 
officials on nuclear deterrence 
in the midst of a Japanese public 
debate over how far Japan should 
go to defend the U.S. from ballistic 
missiles.

Participants in the Extended 
Deterrence Dialogue will discuss 
nuclear security in the Asia-Pacif-
ic region and tour nuclear-related 
sites at Sandia National Laborato-
ries in Albuquerque, N .M .,  through 
Thursday, according to a State De-
partment statement.

The annual dialogue  began in 
2010.

Washington has been busy 
drawing its two closest Asian se-
curity allies, Japan and South 
Korea, into a tighter trilateral ar-
rangement aimed at curtailing 
North Korea’s nuclear threat.

At the Shangri-La Dialogue in 
Singapore earlier this month, De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel met 

with his Japanese and South Ko-
rean counterparts on the sidelines 
of the multinational summit to dis-
cuss nuclear security.

The trio issued a joint state-
ment condemning North Korean 
nuclear tests and ballistic missile 
launches as “serious threats that 
undermine not only the peace and 
stability of the Korean Peninsula 
but also those of Northeast Asia 
and around the world.”

The three governments are 
also pursuing a trilateral memo-
randum of understanding on in-
telligence sharing, officials said 
privately in Singapore.

However, the memo is expected 
to cover only intelligence on North 
Korea’s nuclear program.

Overall relations between South 
Korea and Japan have soured in 
recent years because of a dispute 
over an island territory and the 
perception that Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s government 
is inadequately sorry for its actions 
before and during World War II.

Meanwhile, Abe is attempting 
to push through Japanese legal 

reforms that would allow, among
other things, the Japan Self-De-
fense Forces to shoot down North 
Korean ballistic missiles headed
for the United States.

In a June Yomiuri Shimbun poll,
44 percent of respondents favored
authorizing Japan to intercept 
such missiles, while 43 percent
opposed it. The remainder were
unsure or did not know.

Japan’s current interpretation 
of its pacifist constitution prevents
it from undertaking collective 
self-defense with an ally.

Abe is attempting to reinterpret
the constitution through a cabinet 
resolution. Some think doing so
would draw Japan into wars that
do not directly threaten the coun-
try, while Abe’s supporters say it
is necessary to maintain its U.S. 
alliance.

The government’s method of
avoiding the more arduous consti-
tutional amendment process has
also drawn criticism from opposi-
tion lawmakers.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes

BY ASHLEY ROWLAND
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 SEOUL, South Korea — The 
 State Department is conducting 
a new survey that will be used to 
determine post allowance rates 
in South Korea following the 
sudden elimination of the benefit 
last month based on the results 
of a previous survey that exclud-
ed civilians. 

The new Living Pattern Ques-
tionnaire is being conducted 
 through June  30, and will include 
all U.S. government civilian em-
ployees, according to U.S. Forces 
Korea. 

A statement posted on the 
USFK website encouraged all 
U.S. civilians living in Korea to 
take part in the survey, saying 
that “maximum participation is 
needed for the results of the [sur-
vey] to be considered valid.” 

The post allowance rate was 
unexpectedly eliminated on May 
4 after holding steady at 15 per-
cent to 20 percent of disposable 
income for most of the year. 

USFK’s commander, Gen. 
Curtis Scaparrotti, wrote in a 
May 16 letter to employees an-
nouncing the change that he was 
making it a priority to address 
the drop, adding that, “I am 
very concerned about the effect 
this will have on you and your 
families.” 

The U.S. government an-
nounced just weeks later that 
the post allowance would be re-
stored for Korea-based workers 
to its pre-May level of 20 percent 
of disposable income, effective 
June 1. The change was retroac-
tively applied to the pay periods 
ending May 17 and 31. 

The military and the govern-
ment have released little in-
formation about why the post 
allowance was cut — and wheth-
er the drop was made in error — 
and then swiftly reinstated, with 
the State Department saying on 
its website only that the change 
was based on an “administrative 
increase.”

However, a May 24 email from 
the Army provided by a DOD ci-
vilian to Stars and Stripes said 
the decrease was based on the 
results of a Retail Price Survey 
conducted in Seoul.

“The primary reason for the 
reduction, according to the [State 
Department], was based on the 
relatively low price of goods re-
ported for the commissary on 
post and the results of a Living 
Pattern Questionnaire that indi-
cated most employees conduct 
their shopping on post rather 
than off post,” the email said. 

The post allowance cut caused 
frustration and anger among ci-
vilian employees, many of whom 
would have seen a drop of thou-
sands of dollars annually in their 
paychecks had the cut remained 
in place. 

Post allowance is given to U.S. 
civilian employees stationed 
overseas in a location where the 
cost of living is substantially 
higher than in Washington, al-
lowing foreign-based employees 
to spend the same portion of their 
basic compensation for living ex-
penses without seeing a reduc-
tion in their living standards. 
rowland.ashley@stripes.com 

PACIFIC

Employees can access the 
Living Pattern Questionnaire at 
surveymonkey.com/s/ulpq2014

Post allowances in 
S. Korea hinge on 
new survey results

USS Kidd replenishment at sea
DECLAN BARNES/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan —
Servicemembers at Yokota Air 
Base passed  May’s mass drug 
tests  without exception , officials 
reported.

“There were no positive results 

of illegal drug use from tests ad-
ministered during last month’s 
gate sweep,” 374th Airlift Wing 
spokesman 2nd Lt. Jacob Bailey 
said in an email Tuesday.

The 273 drug tests were con-
ducted on the night of May 16-17 
as hundreds of servicemembers 

attempted to return home through 
Yokota’s main Fussa gate after a 
Friday night on the town. 

Some who waited to provide 
urine samples complained that 
they didn’t get home for several 
hours.

Bailey said the samples were 

tested for a variety of prohibited 
substances to include marijuana, 
synthetic marijuana, cocaine, 
methamphetamines and banned 
supplements. 

The message that the base is 
sending through random drug 
testing and sweeps is clear and 

consistent, Bailey said.
“We will not tolerate the use

of prohibited substances by our
servicemembers; and we will 
prosecute offenders to the full-
est extent of the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice,” he said. 

Yokota-based airmen come up clean in May’s mass drug sweep

US, Japan engage in anti-nuclear 
talks amid Japan’s defense debate

 An SA-330 Puma helicopter assigned to the  USNS Cesar Chavez  lands Tuesday on the flight deck of the 
 USS Kidd  during a replenishment at sea. Kidd is currently on patrol with the George Washington Carrier 
Strike Group in support of regional security and stability in the Indo-Asia Pacific region.  
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When Capt. Dave Hibner 
pulled into Baghdad 
International Airport 
in early April 2003, 

his unit virtually out of ammuni-
tion, he saw his brother waiting 
for him, limping but otherwise 
unharmed.

Hibner had just completed  the 
second wave of the U.S. inva-
sion of Baghdad. Days earlier, 
his identical twin, Capt. Daniel 
Hibner, had helped secure a cru-
cial bridge into the city, helping 
to pave the way for the first U.S. 
push through Baghdad.  

Both would later be awarded 
Silver Stars for their efforts 
— Dave for overseeing a covert 
mine breach of a critical stretch 
of road, and Daniel for leading a 
mission to secure an explosives-
laden bridge over the Euphrates 
River.

  The reunion was a welcome re-
lief from combat.

“I kind of knew what he had 
been through,” Daniel said of 
Dave. “I could tell from the traf-
fic I was getting that it was a real 
fight for them to get through that 
southwestern portion of Bagh-
dad, and of course not everybody 
made it.”

The Hibners grew up in Michi-
gan City, Ind., the middle siblings 
in a family of six children, and 
joined the Army to pay for col-
lege. Both  worked in construc-
tion, which  led them to become 
engineers.

By the time the Iraq War 
kicked off, the 30-year-olds were 
company commanders. The 
 twins led engineering operations 
during the takeover, at one point 
 in charge of clearing minefields 
on separate sides of Baghdad at 
nearly the same time.

 “It kind of felt good in a way 
that we were helping each other 
even though we didn’t realize it,” 
Dave said.

Treacherous crossing

In early April, U.S. forces were 
moving toward Baghdad.  As 
commander of Alpha Company, 
11th Engineer Battalion, 1st Bri-
gade, Daniel was in charge of 
 Operation Peach  —  securing a 
four-lane bridge into Baghdad 
that would allow infantry forces 
to cross into the city.  He assumed 
its columns would be stuffed with 
explosives that the Iraqis would 
try to detonate before the Ameri-
cans arrived — or when they were 
crossing.

“Essentially our mission was to 
save that bridge,” he said.  

When Hibner and his unit ar-
rived at the river, they could see 
foxholes dotting the opposite 
shoreline but no Iraqi soldiers. 
They also saw a detonation cord 
 dangling from the bridge.  

 “There was an eerie silence,” 
he said.  

The plan was for 15 soldiers 
to cross the river by boat and 
neutralize  any explosives  on the 
bridge.   About 28 more soldiers 

would then secure the top of the 
bridge and prepare the roadway 
for armored infantry forces .

As soon as Daniel gave the 
order to launch, the first boat 
came under  fire from a two-story 
building on the far side of the 
bridge. He said the next 10 to 20 
minutes were the scariest of the 
entire operation  as he watched 
from the shore as the boat drifted 
downstream. The eight soldiers 
inside were unable to steer the 
watercraft as they returned fire.

“I thought I might lose an en-
tire squad,” he said. “They were 
easy pickings.”

The second and third boats 
entered the water and came 
under  fire. By this time, Bradleys 
— called for when the first boat 
came under attack — had ar-
rived and opened fire, destroying 

the building 
where the 
enemy fire 
was coming 
from. Daniel 
crossed the 
river in the 
 final boat, 
cutting the 
 detonation 
cord as they 
crossed.

All three 
boats made it 
safely across, 
though the 
first, likely 
hit by gun-
fire, sank al-
most as soon 

as  it landed.
As the unit regrouped, they 

came under heavy fire from every 
direction, some of it likely aimed 
at  explosives still in the bridge 
columns. Daniel’s men worked 
to hold their position long enough 
for another platoon to secure the 
bridge and mark  its two usable 
lanes so the armored infantry 
could cross.

“You could sense that things 
were going to get bad,” Daniel 
said. “There were hundreds of 
Iraqis on the other side, and I had 
about 15 soldiers trying to hold 
this bridgehead.”

As soon as the first tank 
crossed, the enemy fire stopped.

“It was the most beautiful 
sound in the world when those 
tanks and Bradleys were rum-
bling and just coming across the 
bridge,” he said. 

The crossing was successful, 
and Daniel’s  force held the area 
through the next day, allowing 
other forces to continue the at-
tack toward Baghdad. He was 
part of a follow-on operation that 
took over the Baghdad Interna-
tional Airport. 

While clearing part of the air-
port, Daniel was hit in the knee 
with shrapnel but dismissed the 
injury as insignificant. He would 
later undergo surgery in the U.S. 

He knew Dave, who he had last 
seen in Kuwait several weeks ear-
lier, was involved in the invasion, 
but didn’t know exactly where or 
how.

“I was never concerned for 
myself, ever,” he said. “But in the 
back of my mind, I was always 
cognizant that he was in danger 
at certain times.”

Difficult decision

 Dave was with the 2nd Brigade 
south of Baghdad. On April 6, his 
unit learned it would be part of a 
second attack on the city, push-
ing through from the south. Late 
that night, commanders were told 
about a large minefield, about 550 
meters deep, on the  only route the 
brigade could take into the city.

  The brigade considered ideas 
for clearing it, including air at-
tacks to blow the minefields out of 
the way.

 Dave decided on a covert breach 
despite the risk of detection.

“It’s kind of a crazy idea,” 
he said. “It’s hard to sneak 
around when you’re in tanks and 
Bradleys.”

Even though it was after mid-
night, he spent hours driving to 
each element , giving operations 
orders before their 3 a.m. depar-
ture. Soon after leaving, the sol-
diers had to bulldoze through a 
huge tank berm that the brigade 
had erected as a barrier against 
the Iraqis, using  precious time .

They crept forward  through 
enemy territory, driving slowly 
to maintain as much flexibility 
as they could. They reached the 
edge of the minefield shortly be-
fore 4 a.m. and began clearing the 
mines  by roping the explosives 
one by one and pulling them from 
the minefield. 

“We knew we were running out 
of time fast,” he said. 

He ordered his men to clear the 
rest of the field by picking up the 
mines by hand . The four soldiers 
stayed about 75 meters from each 
other so, in case of detonation, 
only one person would die.

Making the decision to have his 
men remove the mines by hand 
was the hardest part of the mis-
sion, Dave said.

“I cared for my soldiers very 
much, and they’re all incredibly 
brave soldiers, and I didn’t want 
to lose any one of them,” he said. 
Even though he didn’t believe that 
the mines were armed with anti-
handling devices, “it only takes 
one — those mines are extremely 
lethal and explosive.”

It was just before 5 a.m., and 
the sun was coming up, mak-
ing their position visible. One of 
the sappers had picked up the 
last mine and was running away 
 when the Iraqis saw the Ameri-
cans and began what would be a 
 short-lived attack.

“As soon as they ceased fire, 
I could literally hear and feel 
through the ground shaking the 

rest of the armored brigade com-
ing up behind us to conduct the 
attack on Baghdad,” he said. “Lit-
erally, it went right down to the 
last minute before they came.”

The task force, with the rest of 
the brigade, proceeded into Bagh-
dad . Dave was part of a group 
that occupied a building on the 
outskirts of the city zoo, coming 
under fire so heavy that day and 
the following night that a criti-
cally wounded soldier couldn’t 
be evacuated by air. Dave was 
injured when he tried to pull a 
TV cameraman  out of a doorway; 
both were blown against the other 
side of the room when a mortar 
landed in front of the door.

 Dave had shrapnel in his left 
leg that, because it was embedded 
so deeply, is still there today.

Fortuitous diversion

What neither brother knew was 
that while Dave was clearing the 
minefield south of Baghdad, Dan-
iel was clearing a much larger 
one on Highway 8 in the western 
approach to the city. After the 1st 
Brigade captured the airport, 
Daniel was part of a mission to se-
cure the lines of communication 
between the airport and an area 
in Baghdad that would later be 
known as the Green Zone — es-
sentially closing the gap between 
the 1st and 2nd brigades.

As they moved forward, they 
discovered a minefield 1,200 me-
ters deep that covered the road 
and stretched onto the median 
and shoulders. Daniel chose to 
conduct an in-stride breach, an 
approach  used when encoun-
tering an unanticipated enemy 
obstacle. 

A mine-clearing line charge 
didn’t get rid of the mines, but a 
D9 Armored Dozer did.

“We ended up basically snow-
plowing this minefield to clear it,” 
Daniel said. 

Three mines were hit during 
the process, but nobody was in-

jured. The soldiers cleared both
sides of the highway and blew
up the mines, laden with 2,500 
to 3,000 pounds of explosives,
causing a mushroom-cloud ex-
plosion that shook the ground and
blew out the windows of nearby 
buildings.

“That was the first time I saw
any Iraqis in Baghdad,” he said.
“They came out to see what the 
heck had happened.”

Daniel’s more obvious ap-
proach of breaching a minefield
may have helped his brother.

“We were trying to get into the
city center and be as undetected
as we could, and the 1st Brigade, 
because they were doing such a
big deliberate breach with all the
commotion, created a really great
diversion from the 2nd Brigade,”
Dave said. “In a way, I think it
kind of had the Iraqis looking to
the Baghdad International Air-
port for the main attack to come
in, when it was actually coming in
from the south.”

Credit shared

Both of the Hibners  are now
lieutenant colonels, married with 
large families — Daniel has three 
children and Dave has four —
and stationed in the U.S. Daniel is
commander of the 4th Engineer
Battalion at Fort Carson, Colo., 
while Dave is commander of the 
249th Engineer Battalion at Fort
Belvoir, Va.

Both  said they were surprised 
and humbled to get the medal.

“When I found out I was getting
the Silver Star, it was really hard 
for me to appreciate it at the time
because I wasn’t thinking about
awards through any of this stuff,”
Daniel said. 

 Dave said their soldiers deserve 
much of the credit for the success
of their missions.

 “We both feel like we owe a lot
to our units for the awards, if not
everything,” he said.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com

HEROES

‘There was an 
eerie silence’

Capt. Daniel Hibner
Capt. Dave Hibner

Silver Star

April 2003
Baghdad

 Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Capts. Dave, left, and Dan Hibner, identical twins, take a break 
following the fall of Baghdad.

‘ It’s kind 
of a crazy 
idea. It’s 
hard to 
sneak 
around 
when 
you’re in 
tanks and 
Bradleys. ’

Capt. Dave 
Hibner
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The Marines arrived 
under the protection of 
the night, but by daylight 
the crackle of enemy fire 

was upon them.
It wouldn’t stop for six days.
Going into the mission, 1st Lt. 

Kenneth Conover III thought his 
platoon of the 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines, would face resistance. 
But not everyone agreed.

Their deployment to Sangin 
in Helmand province had been 
almost eerily calm since they ar-
rived three months earlier.

“As a matter of fact, I don’t 
think anything had happened,” 
said Staff Sgt. Joshua Brodrick, 
Conover’s platoon sergeant.

“So when we went out there for 
Qaleh-ye Gaz, it was kind of like 
one of those, ‘Yeah, everything’s 
going to be the exact same as 
it is here.’ It turned out that it 
wasn’t.”

The unit was there to clear the 
village of fighters and gather in-
telligence for  a small group of 
Navy SEALs who would help 
build a local fighting force.   

Nearly 100 Marines were in-
serted by helicopter under cover 
of darkness  June 22, 2012. They 
stayed put until daybreak, as 
ordered.

By the time the sky brightened, 
they were surrounded.

“As daylight broke, that’s when 
things went south for us,” Conover 
said. “The enemy in the area was 
smart, well-trained and it was a 
well-coordinated attack.”

During the fight, 25-year-old 
Conover repeatedly put himself 
into the line of fire to lead his 
men in the unrelenting assault, 
narrowly escaping bullets and 
mortars along the way. For his 
actions, he would receive the Sil-
ver Star.

He would not be the only Ma-
rine singled out for bravery dur-
ing that mission. Sgt. Kenneth 
Rick, now 26, also received a Sil-
ver Star; Brodrick, now 29, and 
Sgt. Nicholas Brandau, now 28, 
each received a Bronze Star with 
“V” device for valor.

Of all the firefights Brodrick 
saw in Iraq and Afghanistan, “this 
was probably one of the worst that 
I experienced,” he said.

The unit was hit hard during 
the fight, losing two Marines in 
the first two days. In all, there 
would be 40 significant enemy 
encounters, including 23 direct-
fire engagements and 10 enemy 
attempts to overrun the unit’s 
position.

‘You’ve got to go’
The insurgents came in waves.
First, the enemy attacked with 

several bursts from machine 
guns, followed by a sustained as-
sault that included 10 rounds of 
82 mm mortars from the south, 
east and west.

“The ground shook as rounds 
snapped past and impacted near 
First Lieutenant Conover from 
every direction but North,” his 
medal citation states. “One mor-

tar impacted just 15 feet from 
First Lieutenant Conover.”

 The soft-tilled farm field ab-
sorbed the blast. “Though the sit-
uation was dire, First Lieutenant 
Conover remained dauntless,” 
his commendation said.

As rounds zipped past him, 
Conover held steadfast in his 
exposed position, “in order to 
embolden his men, as well as 
maintain a position which helped 
his command and control, regard-
less of the danger.” He remained 
in that position, commanding the 
fight, until  his men were in the 
safety of their newly established 
compound.

With a 150-pound ruck on his 
back, he then made a 25-meter 
dash to safety.

“First Lieutenant Conover 
made sure that he was the last 
individual out of the kill zone and 
that everyone was secure,” the 
commendation stated. “Miracu-
lously, there were no friendly 
casualties.”

That luck wouldn’t hold.
About an hour after the pla-

toon consolidated inside the 
 compound, insurgents tossed six 
grenades over its mud-walled 
exterior. The platoon’s radio op-
erator suffered serious shrapnel 
wounds to his back.

While Brodrick called for a 
medical evacuation helicopter 
to extract the injured Marine, 
a team pushed out to secure a 
landing zone. As combat engi-
neer Lance Cpl. Steven Stevens 
swept the ground for improvised 
explosive devices, he was struck 
down by an RPG and a hail of 
bullets.

Still under attack, Rick, Bran-
dau and another Marine rushed 
to save Stevens.

Brandau said the fear before 
charging out was so intense, he 
nearly vomited. But he had to do 
something, he said.

“There’s not much of an op-
tion,” Brandau said. “You’ve got 
to go.”

By the time they got Stevens 
back to the compound, he was 
dead.

The next night, after another 
day of firefights, Brandau and 
Rick led a patrol to destroy an 
enemy machine-gun position 
they had identified. On the way 
there, Lance Cpl. Niall Coti-
Sears stepped on an IED. He was 
 alive when they got him on the 
medevac flight, but by the time 
the bird landed at Camp Bastion, 
he was dead.

The company first sergeant de-
livered the news by radio. Inside 
the patrol base, the Marines were 
 dealing with the loss of two fellow 
platoon members.

“We had to come together and 
talk about what happened and 
make sure everyone was able to 
accept we lost some of our broth-
ers, but that we couldn’t sit back 
idly,” Conover said. “We had to 
buckle down. There was no time 
to dwell.”

As they sat around the patrol 
base that night, Conover and his 
men were determined to push out 
into the area, patrolling on foot 
to find what the insurgents were 
fighting to protect.

The time to grieve would have 

to come later.
Over the next several days, the 

fighting was relentless.
“I mean, essentially we were 

surrounded,” Brandau said. 
“Every time we stepped outside 
the wire, we were getting shot 
at.”

During the six days in Qaleh-
ye Gaz, the platoon cleared a 2-
square-kilometer area of enemy 
fighters with 12 confirmed enemy 
kills, five confirmed enemy 
wounded.   In addition, the opera-
tion resulted in three detainees, 
including one high-value Taliban 
leader.

‘Just a group of guys’
 The final hours in Qaleh-ye 

Gaz would present unexpected 
challenges.

Conover had crafted a plan to 
pack up and move out to a land-
ing zone, where they would board 
choppers to get them back to their 
main base a few miles north.  But 
as Conover led his men from the 
compound, they realized heli-
copters had missed the intended 
landing zone of dry terrain and 
landed on a flooded farm field. 
The Marines, weighted down 
with heavy rucks, were forced to 
wade through knee-deep mud.

 Three Marines ended up stuck 
in the bog, which meant one final 
act of leadership.

“First Lieutenant Conover 
knew he had to take bold ac-
tion,” the commendation stated. 
“He mustered every bit of physi-
cal stamina, charged onto the 
aircraft, dropped his rucksack, 
and dashed off the aircraft back 
into the thick mud to assist his 
Marines.”

On three separate occasions, 
“by the force of sheer willpow-
er, he and his Platoon Sergeant 
plowed through the muck of the 
open field to pull their Marines 
free, grab extra gear, and haul 
everything onto the aircraft,” the 

commendation stated. “He per-
sonally ensured they all got to the 
aircraft in time before it had to 
lift off due to low fuel.”

Back at their base, the Marines 
finally had a chance to grieve.

“As we pulled our gear off, we 
let our emotions out and talked 
about our brothers we had lost,” 
Conover said. “The two guys who 

were killed, you could not think
of two better young infantry
Marines.”

“The platoon as a whole, it was 
just a group of guys that was will-
ing to sacrifice themselves for ev-
erybody else,” Brandau  said.  

 vandiver.john@stripes.com
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham
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‘No time to dwell’

1st Lt. Kenneth Conover III
Sgt. Kenneth Rick
Silver Star

Staff Sgt. Joshua 
Brodrick
Sgt. Nicholas Brandau
Bronze Star with “V”

June 22-27, 2012
Helmand province, Afghanistan

 1st Lt. Kenneth Conover  III  S gt. Kenneth Rick 

 PHOTOS BY CHRISTOPHER J. MOORE/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

Nicholas Brandau, former squad leader, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment, receives the Bronze Star Medal   at Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., on Feb. 18 .

 Staff Sgt. Joshua Brodrick, a platoon sergeant with 1st Battalion, 
7th Marine Regiment, speaks during the Feb. 18 award ceremony. 
Brodrick was  recognized for  heroic actions in Afghanistan .
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As the international combat mission in 
Afghanistan winds down, Afghan security 
forces have taken over most of the day-to-
day fighting in the country, and coalition 
troop deaths have plummeted. The sum-
mer months, however, are traditionally the 
deadliest, as insurgents stream back into 
the country from their winter redoubts in 
Pakistan.

In Washington, two U.S. defense officials 
told The Associated Press the five Ameri-
cans were special operations force mem-
bers, but they were not more specific.  

Defense officials told Stars and Stripes 
that it is believed the troops were killed by 
bombs dropped by a B-1 Lancer. 

Another coalition servicemember died 
of “nonbattle-related” injuries in a sepa-
rate incident in eastern Afghanistan.

The last time this many troops died 
in one day was Dec. 17, when six Ameri-
can soldiers were killed after insurgents 
brought down their Black Hawk helicop-
ter, according to iCasualties.org, a site that 
tracks troop casualties in Afghanistan. 
Incidents of friendly fire have been rare 
in recent years, as the ISAF has severely 
restricted its aerial bombing and tightened 
rules on close air support, partly because 
of outrage over civilian casualties.

If confirmed that friendly fire caused 
Monday’s incident, it would be the deadli-
est instance  since 2010.

German troops accidentally killed six 
Afghan soldiers in April 2010 while travel-
ing to the scene of a clash with the Taliban 
in northern Afghanistan. In 2002, in what 
is known as the Tarnak Farms incident, 
four Canadian soldiers were killed and 
eight others were injured when an Ameri-
can F-16 pilot mistakenly dropped a bomb 
on a training range near the southern city 
of Kandahar.

Although friendly fire incidents have 
been common in all wars, the military says 
they have declined sharply since the start 
of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Technological developments since the 
1990s have greatly improved the ability 
of commanders to track friendly forces in 

combat and thus avoid identification fail-
ures, a leading cause of friendly fire. Still,
technological improvements can make
friendly fire incidents more lethal than in
the past. The very powerful weaponry now
commonly used in combat can mean more
casualties resulting from any single mis-
take, as in the case of Tarnak Farms.

Airstrikes have long been a point of con-
tention between the West and Kabul, with
Afghan President Hamid Karzai frequent-
ly criticizing the ISAF for civilian casual-
ties caused by the attacks and issuing an
executive order banning such strikes in
populated areas. 
 Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report.
druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

Fire: Incidents have become rare with restrictions on Afghanistan airstrikes

HEROES

 BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

The seawater was at Petty 
Officer 1st Class Jeffrey 
Macatangay’s chest 
when he crawled into the 

USS Guardian’s bilge to brace the 
split deck plate above.

Directly below him, a chunk of 
Tubbataha Reef stuck through 
the ship, working its way deeper 
into the wood and fiberglass hull.

“You’re hearing the wood 
cracking and the ship was tilt-
ing over on its side because of the 
sea state … but we had to push 
the deck plates down again to 
slow down the water,” said Ma-
catangay, of North Hills, Calif., 
while recalling the events of Jan. 
17, 2013 — the final operational 
day of the Guardian’s 23-year 
history.

Crouched between an air-con-
ditioning unit a few inches above 
his head and the chill-water pip-
ing lining the walls, Macatangay, 
a damage controlman by trade, 
had barely enough room to work.

He lined up a steel shoring — a 
metal support beam meant to re-
inforce the hull — and spent the 
next 15 to 20 minutes installing it.

Meanwhile, the water poured 
in   —  about five gallons per min-
ute. It soon sloshed up to Macat-
angay’s neck.

“It felt like he was down there 
for three hours,” said Chief Petty 
Officer Cesar Gomez, of Chicago, 
who ordered Macatangay, 25,  
into the bilge after they agreed it 
was necessary. “I was scared for 
him … I didn’t want to rush him, 
but I did emphasize to get it done 
and get out of there.”

The Guardian’s worsening state 
wouldn’t allow a quick repair. All 
of the pipes and machinery were 
moving independently each time 

the ship rocked, as did the ship 
structure, making it even harder 
to wedge in the shoring.

Macatangay was exhausted. He 
had pulled a 14-hour watch and 
been up nearly a full day when 
the ship ran aground at Tubba-
taha, a Philippines national park 
in the Sulu Sea.

However, Macatangay’s fear 
— for his own safety as the water 
rose, and for his shipmates —
proved to be powerful fuel.

If Macatangay hadn’t installed 
the shoring at that moment, the 
water would have flooded the 
auxiliary room above, submerg-
ing the generators and killing the 
ship’s power.

It would have left Guardian 
dead in the water in the middle of 
the night.

“We had already established 
communications to the outside, 
but we still hadn’t seen any ships 
around us,” Macatangay said.

After he finished with the shor-
ing, Macatangay became disori-
ented as he waded through the 
water. He couldn’t find the hatch.

“I had to slow down and rethink 
my path out,” Macatangay said.

Macatangay emerged from the 
bilge unharmed, to Gomez’s great 
relief.

The damage control section 
aligned the ship’s drainage to 
stanch the flooding and continued 
safeguarding the ship for several 

hours before evacuating to the 
Military Sealift Command’s MV-
C Champion in the afternoon.

Eleven days after the ground-
ing, most of Guardian’s sailors 
had returned to Sasebo, Japan. 
Soon afterward, the investiga-
tions began.

The captain, executive officer, 
officer of the deck and enlisted 
assistant navigator were relieved 
of duty.

By the end of March, the 
Guardian had been decommis-
sioned and fully dismantled.

In June, a Pacific Fleet com-
mand investigation found  that 
poor leadership and planning 
caused the disaster. However, 
the scathing 160-page report also 
commended the “heroic actions” 
of the boat coxswains, its damage 
control crewmembers and its res-
cue swimmers.

“In short, their efforts saved 

lives,” Adm. Cecil Haney wrote 
in the report’s conclusion.

On April 3, Capt. Greg Fenton 
called Macatangay, now 25, to 
the front of an all-hands aboard 
the aircraft carrier USS George 
Washington.

Macatangay knew he had been 
up for an award, but he figured it 
was a low-level commendation. 
Those usually begin with the 
words, “from the admiral.”

The Navy and Marine Corps 
Medal, the highest noncombat 
award a sailor can earn, begins 
differently.

“When the [executive officer] 
said ‘From the president,’ I was 
just shocked,” Macatangay said.

“I’m truly humbled and grate-
ful for the award. I’m grateful to 
all the people who helped me that 
day, too.”
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter: @eslavin_stripes

Petty Officer 1st Class 
Jeffrey Macatangay
Navy and Marine Corps Medal
Jan. 17, 2013

‘I had to slow down and rethink my path out’

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

The USS Guardian sits aground on Tubbataha Reef in the Philippines on Jan 22, 2013.  

 ERIC SLAVIN/Stars and Stripes

Petty Officer 1st Class Jeffrey 
Macatangay stands pierside with 
his current ship, the aircraft 
carrier USS George Washington.  
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 BY KEN DILANIAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fifteen CIA 
employees were found to have 
committed sexual, racial or other 
types of harassment last year, 
including a supervisor who was 
removed from the job after engag-
ing in “bullying, hostile behavior,” 
and an operative who was sent 
home from an overseas post for 
inappropriately touching female 
colleagues, according to an inter-
nal CIA document obtained by 
The Associated Press.

The examples, sent several 
weeks ago in an email to the CIA’s 
workforce by the director of the 
agency’s Office of Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity, were meant to 
show how the agency is enforcing 
a zero-tolerance policy toward 
harassment. The announcement 
sparked heated commentary in 
postings on the CIA’s internal net-
works, officials said, with some 
employees arguing the agency 

does not sufficiently ferret out and 
punish misconduct.

The CIA’s personnel systems 
seem to be fundamentally broken, 
and harassment frequently goes 
unreported, one officer said in an 
excerpt of an employee posting ob-
tained by the AP. The authenticity 
of the posting was not disputed by 
the agency.

CIA officials took issue with 
that assertion after agreeing to 
discuss the workforce message 
on the condition that they not be 
quoted by name.

The agency officials made avail-

able CIA Director John Brennan’s 
March workforce message reaf-
firming the zero-tolerance policy, 
saying, “Words or actions that 
harm a colleague and undermine 
his or her career are more than 
just unprofessional, painful and 
wrong — they are illegal and hurt 
us all.” Brennan assured employ-
ees that he would not tolerate acts 
of reprisal against those who com-
plained of harassment.

The agency won’t release its 
employee workplace surveys or 
details about complaints on the 
grounds that such numbers are 

classified. The CIA takes that po-
sition even though the size of its 
workforce — 21,459 employees in 
2013, not counting thousands of 
contractors — was disclosed in the 
“black budget” leaked last year by 
former National Security Agency 
contractor Edward Snowden.

The message to employees on 
harassment, which CIA officials 
said was the first of its kind, said 
15 out of 69 complaints in the 12 
months ending Sept. 30, 2013, 
were found to be true.

In the interest of “transpar-
ency,” the message said, officials 
shared summaries of four exam-
ples involving three unidentified 
CIA employees and a contractor:
� A supervisor who engaged in 

bullying, hostile behavior and re-
taliatory management techniques 
was removed from the job, given 
a letter of reprimand and ordered 
to undergo leadership and harass-
ment training.
� A male officer who sexually 

harassed female colleagues at an 

overseas post was sent back to the
U.S. and given a letter of counsel-
ing and mandatory harassment
training.
� An employee who used a racial

slur and threatened a contractor 
was given a letter of reprimand.

In response to the memo, CIA
officials said, many employees
complained that none of the gov-
ernment employees involved were
fired or demoted.

The CIA officials said the idea
was to deter the behavior, not pun-
ish the offenders.

The officials declined to name 
the disciplined employees or de-
scribe their jobs. 

One recent disciplinary action 
was not included in the examples, 
officials said. Jonathan Bank, 
the CIA’s director of Iran opera-
tions, was removed from his post
at headquarters in March after 
it was found he created a hostile 
work environment that caused
morale to plummet. He is now as-
signed to the Pentagon. 

NATION

CIA cites 15 employees for harassment

 BY ROBERT BARNES

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court ruled Monday that 
the  majority of immigrant chil-
dren who turn 21 while awaiting 
approval of their families’ visa ap-
plications must restart a process 
that takes years.

The divided court deferred to 
the Obama administration’s read-
ing of a law passed in 2002 that 
attempted to bring order to the im-
migration process, in which there 
are far more applications than 
available spots.

The law is so ambiguous — one 
section “is through and through 
perplexing,” wrote Justice Elena 
Kagan — that it is best to leave 
interpretation to the Board of Im-
migration Appeals, she said. The 
federal agency has said that cer-
tain classes of applicants lose their 
favored status as children when 
they turn 21 — even if the process 
started years earlier.

Kagan said the decision would 

primarily affect nieces, nephews
and grandchildren of U.S. citizens
and legal permanent residents
who are trying to reunite their
families. The decision does not
touch on the recent migration of
thousands of children traveling
on their own across the Mexican
border.

 The agency’s interpretation of
the law was challenged by Rosali-
na Cuellar de Osorio, a Salvadoran 
immigrant who was the principal
beneficiary of a petition filed by
her mother, a U.S. citizen. Her  son,
Melvin, 13, was what was called a
derivative beneficiary.

The application was approved
in 1998, but only a certain number
of visas are available each year, 
and Cuellar de Osorio’s did not
come until 2005 — four months
after Melvin turned 21. The par-
ents immigrated, but government
officials said Melvin no longer
qualified as an eligible child, and
he was placed at the back of the
line, resulting in a wait of several
more years. 

COURTESY OF WILL VAULTZ PHOTOGRAPHY/AP

This image from video shows the limousine bus that was carrying Tracy Morgan and six other people 
l ying on its side early Saturday morning  on the New Jersey Turnpike.  

 BY JOAN LOWY

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A New Jer-
sey highway crash that severely 
injured Tracy Morgan and killed 
another comedian is drawing at-
tention to the dangers of tired 
truckers just as the industry and 
its allies in Congress are poised to 
roll back safety rules on drivers’ 
work schedules.

A proposed change to federal 
regulations backed by the truck-
ing industry and opposed by safety 
advocates and the Obama admin-
istration would effectively let driv-
ers put in as many as 82 hours a 
week behind the wheel. The cur-
rent limit is either 60 hours or 70 
hours a week, depending on the 
kind of company employing the 
driver.

The change was added to a 
transportation spending bill by a 
Senate committee last week.

Nearly 4,000 people die in large 

truck crashes each year, and 
driver fatigue is a leading factor, 
according to the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration. 
The rate of fatal crashes involving 
large trucks rose from 1.03 per 
100 million vehicle miles traveled 
in 2009 to 1.29 in 2012.

The trucking industry has been 
sparring with safety advocates and 
unions over driver hours for two 
decades, including several trips 
to federal court. Safety advocates, 
while extending their sympathies 
to Morgan and the family of come-
dian James “Jimmy Mack” Mc-
Nair, who was killed in the crash, 
said they hope that  a celebrity’s 
involvement in the accident  will 
boost their cause.

“This is a major moment, really, 
to stop the trucking industry,” Joan 
Claybrook, a former head of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, told reporters in a 
conference call. “It seems no mat-

ter what we do in terms of pushing 
to get safer trucks on highways, the 
trucking industry uses its clout to 
either undo those improvements 
that we do get or stops any that 
we’re trying to push.”

Noting that truck safety was 
suddenly “at the forefront of 
the national conversation,” Bill 
Graves, president of the American 
Trucking Associations, cautioned 
that “no rule can address what a 
driver does in his or her off-duty 
time. “

The industry “strongly believes 
that drivers must take advantage 
of their off-duty periods for rest, 
and that drivers should not drive 
if they are fatigued,” he said in a 
statement.

Wal-Mart truck driver Kevin 
Roper, 35,  hadn’t slept for more 
than 24 hours before he plowed 
into the back of Morgan’s limo bus 
about 1 a.m. Saturday, according 
to local authorities. 

Ruling sends immigrants’ 
kids to the back of the line

NJ crash fuels debate over tired truckers

‘ Words or actions that harm a colleague and 
undermine his or her career are more than 
just unprofessional, painful and wrong — they 
are illegal and hurt us all. ’

John Brennan
CIA director

Gunman kills student 
at Ore. high school

 The Associated Press

TROUTDALE, Ore. — A gun-
man killed a student at a high 
school east of Portland on Tues-
day, and the shooter is also dead, 
police said.

 The Multnomah County 
Sheriff’s Office said there were 
reports of shots fired about 8 
a.m. at Reynolds High School in 
Troutdale.

Authorities said they were fo-
cusing on reuniting students with 

their parents.
Students said they were told

over the intercom there was a
lockdown and to quietly go to their
classrooms. They  were evacuated 
from the school, hands on their 
heads .

Freshman Daniel DeLong, 15, 
said while waiting after the shoot-
ing that he saw a physical educa-
tion teacher at the school with a 
bloodied shirt.

“I’m a little shaken up,” De-
Long said. “I’m just worried.”  
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FROM FRONT PAGE

Mosul is the second city that 
has fallen to the militant group 
since January, when it seized Fal-
lujah in the western province of 
Anbar from government forces. 
More than seven years after U.S. 
forces dealt a major blow to al-
Qaida in Iraq by killing its chief, 
Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi, the ISIL 
is emerging as the most powerful 
Sunni militant force in the coun-
try, exposing al-Maliki’s failure to 
heal the rifts from the country’s 
civil war.

“ISIL is making tremendous 
progress in Iraq and is expand-
ing their operational space in the 
country,” Theodore Karasik, di-
rector of research at the Institute 
for Near East and Gulf Military 
Analysis in Dubai, said in a phone 
interview. “They are taking more 
land because they see al-Maliki 
on the verge of failure, and this 
is their opportunity to make sub-
stantial gains.”

ISIL leader Abu Bakr al-Bagh-
dadi vowed in a June 2013 audio 
statement to erase what he called 
a Western-imposed border with 
Syria, where his guerrillas are 
also fighting, and to “tear apart” 
the governments in both coun-
tries and their regional backers.

Violence has surged in Iraq’s 
northern and western provinces 
in recent months. The ISIL has 
battled al-Maliki’s Shiite-led gov-
ernment, which is struggling to 
assert control over the oil-rich 
country following the pullout of 
U.S. forces in 2011.

In desert areas of western Iraq, 
especially in Anbar and Nineveh 
provinces, ISIL has established 
semi-permanent encampments, 
providing secure bases for its 
fighters in Syria, the State De-
partment said in an April report. 
ISIL fighters are fighting to topple 
Syrian President Bashar Assad in 
a civil war that pits mainly Sunni 
Muslim rebels against the forces 
of Assad, whose Alawite sect is an 
offshoot of Shiite Islam.

The ISIL is trying to keep the 
northern and western regions 
of Iraq “out of al-Maliki’s con-
trol,” Hameed Fadhel, a profes-
sor at Baghdad University, said 
in a phone interview. The militant 
group is gaining ground because 
of “political struggles” within the 
country, he said.

The militants captured the head-
quarters of the army’s third regi-
ment, the last post of government 
forces in western Mosul,  Monday, 
killing all the troops inside during 
a three-day siege, al-Mada news 
agency reported, citing security 
officials.

“This terrorist attack won’t 
stop at Nineveh if they are not 
stopped,” Osama al-Nujaifi, a 
member of Iraq’s parliament, said 
in a televised speech on Al-Ara-
biya. “It will reach everywhere in 
Iraq.” He called on Iraqis to de-
fend Mosul against these “crimi-
nal gangs.”

The militants also raided al-
Anbar university on June 7 and 
took students hostage before with-
drawing. In July, ISIL fighters 

helped orchestrate attacks on two 
prisons outside Baghdad, using 
mortars to free more than 500 
inmates.

Civilian fatalities in Iraq, in-
cluding police, totaled 7,818 last 
year, rivaling the 6,787 killed in 
2008, according to data compiled 
by the United Nations Assistance 
Mission for Iraq. An additional 
17,981 civilians were wounded 

last year, compared with 20,178 
in 2008, the U.N. said.

The fighting in Mosul halted 
repair work on the country’s 
main pipeline exporting crude 
oil to Turkey, state-run North Oil 
Co. said in a statement Tuesday. 
Northern shipments through the 
Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline have 
been stopped since March 2.

The pipeline, which runs near 

Mosul, has been targeted 54 times
this year, the company said in 
May. That month, gunmen killed 
15 soldiers from a unit in charge
of protecting the line.

Iraq produced 3.3 million bar-
rels of oil a day in May, making
it the second-largest producer in 
the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries after Saudi
Arabia. 

Mosul: Al-Maliki calls for state 
of emergency as militants seize 
important government buildings 

WORLD

 BY RYAN LUCAS

The Associated Press

BEIRUT — An offensive by a breakaway 
al-Qaida group in eastern Syria against Is-
lamic rebel factions has killed more than 
630 people and uprooted at least 130,000 
since the end of April, an activist group 
said Tuesday.

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant’s campaign in the oil-rich Deir el-
Zour province appears designed to link the 
large amount of territory under its control 
in northern Syria with the ground it also 
holds across the frontier in neighboring 
Iraq. The group, which is largely com-
posed of foreign jihadists, has made sig-
nificant headway over the past six weeks, 
seizing towns and villages in heavy fight-
ing against the al-Qaida-affiliated Nusra 
Front and other Islamic rebel groups.

The Islamic State has also made major 
gains in Iraq, where on Tuesday its fighters 
seized parts of Mosul, the country’s sec-
ond-largest city, scattering security forces 
and capturing the provincial government 
headquarters and security bases.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights said the fighting in Deir 
el-Zour has killed 634 people since April 
30. It said the tally includes 39 civilians, 
354 rebel fighters, including many from 
the Nusra Front, and 241 gunmen from the 
Islamic State.

The offensive in Deir el-Zour is part of a 
broader conflict between the Islamic State 

and Syrian rebels that has raged across 
opposition-held northern Syria since 
early January and killed more than 6,000 
people.

This war-within-a-war has been a mas-
sive drain on resources and manpower on 
the opposition in Syria, undermining its 
fight against President Bashar Assad in 
the wider civil war.

Once spread across much of northern 
Syria, the Islamic State withdrew many 
of its far-flung fighters to its stronghold in 
the northern city of Raqqa earlier this year 
after other rebel factions, furious with the 
Islamic States’ efforts to impose its hard-
line interpretation of Islam, launched an 
offensive against the group.

The Islamic State has since consolidat-

ed its hold on Raqqa and the surrounding
province. Then, in the first week of May, 
its fighters pushed onward to the neighbor-
ing province of Deir el-Zour, blasting their
way through towns along the Euphrates
River and closing in on the provincial capi-
tal, the city of Deir el-Zour.

Also Tuesday, the government began
releasing people from at least two pris-
ons under a “general amnesty” offered by
Assad following his re-election last week.

The attorney general for the country-
side of Damascus, Ziad al-Hulaibi, said the
first batch of prisoners would be released 
Tuesday.

A police official in Damascus said an un-
known number of prisoners were released 
Tuesday from the Adra prison northeast of
the capital. The official spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he was not autho-
rized to brief journalists.

Observatory director Rami Abdurrah-
man confirmed that some people were
freed in Adra as well as in Aleppo, but said
“we don’t know exactly how many have 
been released up till now.”

Syria’s state news agency has not said
whether the amnesty would apply to the 
tens of thousands of anti-government ac-
tivists, protesters, opposition supporters 
and their relatives that international rights 
groups say are imprisoned in the country.
It does, however, cover foreign fighters,
who will not be prosecuted if they surren-
der, according to SANA. 

AP

A Kurdish policeman stands guard while refugees from Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest city, head to the 
self-ruled northern Kurdish region in Irbil, Iraq, 217 miles north of Baghdad, on Tuesday after Islamic 
militants overran sections of Mosul. 

Hundreds killed in jihadist offensive against Syrian rebels

ALEPPO MEDIA CENTER/AP

 Free Syrian Army fighters run along one of the front lines in the town of Sheikh Najjar 
in northern Syria on Tuesday.  
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How NRA, gun makers do business is dangerous

Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on 
editorials and columns that are published in the 
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must be 
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base and telephone number. Please limit all letters 
to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
length, taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to 
the Reader letters information on this page.

Writer on his own on benefits
 At the outset, please let me be clear that 

this is my personal opinion and not the of-
ficial opinion of the U.S. Army or the De-
partment of Defense.

I was deeply disappointed to read Tom 
Slear’s June 9 Opinion piece (“I’m an 
Army veteran, and my benefits are too 
generous”), wherein he bemoans the 
“windfall” of which he perceives himself 
as the beneficiary. While I do not intend to 
belittle the service, sacrifice and deserved 
benefits granted to our wounded veterans, 
I take great umbrage at his implied mes-
sage that the vast majority of our nation’s 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines are 
suckling at the government teat. 

As a career reservist, I have served 
multiple tours overseas during the global 

war on terror. I have left a wife, first with 
a 10-month-old first son and then with two 
young sons, and a thriving small-town 
law practice, albeit reluctantly, to serve 
in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom 

II as part of “the logistical tail.” I logged
more than 35,000 miles in an un-armored
M998 over the course of 12 months criss-
crossing the countryside to answer claims,
oversee judicial reconstruction and advise 
commanders.

Though I never fired my weapon, I expe-
rienced small-arms fire, mortar and rocket 
attacks and improvised explosive devices.
I watched as the blood of my comrades was
washed from the seats of Humvees and the
rear doors of Bradleys. I note that Mr. Slear 
retired in 2001 and didn’t deploy outside of 
the Beltway during the first Gulf War.

Mr. Slear opines that he receives pen-
sion benefits far in excess of his service, I 
suggest that Mr. Slear give it back. 

Lt. Col. John W. Wells II
Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti

TONY GUTIERREZ/AP

 Kory Watkins, front, coordinator for Open Carry Tarrant County, carries his Romanian 
AK-47 over his shoulder as he and his wife, Janie, rear, along with others, gather for a 
demonstration in Haltom City, Texas,  in May. 

 BY JOSH SUGARMANN

Working with the NRA, gun 
manufacturers sell ever more 
lethal weapons.

Gun companies are selling 
increasingly lethal products that are the 
ideal tools to commit mass shootings.

There’s a common thread that binds the 
massacres in Isla Vista and in Newtown, 
and in many other mass shootings in re-
cent years: Killers used semiautomatic 
firearms with detachable ammunition 
magazines.

Elliot Rodger owned pistols made by 
Glock and Sig Sauer. Adam Lanza used a 
Bushmaster XM-15 assault rifle in New-
town. Those types of weapons all were 
designed for the military and police, but 
increasingly are used by rampage shooters 
to kill as many people in as brief a period 
as possible.

It wasn’t always this way. Public, high-
casualty shootings in America used to be 
rare. Until the early 1980s, the most popu-
lar handgun sold in America was the stan-
dard six-shot revolver. Yet by the end of 
that decade, the production of faster-firing, 
higher-capacity and easily reloaded pistols 
surpassed the manufacture of traditional 
“wheelguns.”

In 1980, semiautomatic pistols account-
ed for only 32 percent of the handguns pro-
duced in America. By 1991, that proportion 
had jumped to 74 percent.

During this same period, the firearms 
industry began marketing semiautomat-
ic assault weapons to the general public 
— civilian versions of the fully automatic 
machine guns used by armies around the 
world.

Today, assault rifles such as the AR-15, 
AK-47 and numerous others, as well as 
powerful, yet compact, high-capacity pis-
tols designed primarily for concealed carry 
dominate the U.S. civilian gun market.

The military and law enforcement pedi-
gree of those semiautomatic firearms, 
and their accompanying firepower, is the 
foundation of the gun industry’s market-
ing strategy today. The Austrian company 
Glock blazed the trail with its aggressive 
pursuit of U.S. law enforcement sales in 
the 1980s.

“In marketing terms, we assumed that, 
by pursuing the law enforcement market, 
we would then receive the benefit of ‘after 
sales’ in the commercial market,” compa-
ny founder Gaston Glock told Advertising 
Age in 1995.

On its website, Sig Sauer stakes a claim 
to having “led the semi-auto revolution.” 
The P226 pistols Elliot Rodger purchased 
were, according to the company, “designed 
for the U.S. Army and carried by U.S. 
Navy SEALs, Texas Rangers and many 
other elite military and law enforcement 
professionals.”

Always left unstated, but easily under-
stood by mass shooters, is the reason such 
pistols are carried by military and law en-
forcement. They are specifically designed 
to fire virtually endless rounds of ammu-
nition quickly and efficiently, with lethal 
results.

This industrywide marketing shift has 
come with an immeasurably high price. 
Today, high-profile gun attacks are so com-
mon and familiar that they’re identified in 
a grisly geographic shorthand: 101 Califor-
nia St., Columbine, Virginia Tech, Tucson, 
Aurora, Newtown and now Isla Vista. And 
the list will go on.

In its official 1967 history, the National 
Rifle Association stated that it was “not af-
filiated with any manufacturer of arms or 
ammunition or with any jobber or dealer 
who sells firearms and ammunition.”

Today, the NRA aggressively seeks and 
gladly accepts tens of millions of dollars 
from gun industry “Corporate Partners” 
to aid in the marketing of the corporations’ 
and NRA’s products, and to fight any poli-
cy changes that would limit the products’ 
availability or decrease their lethality.

In a brochure describing its “Corporate 
Partners Program,” NRA Executive Vice 
President Wayne LaPierre promises, “This 
program is geared toward your company’s 
corporate interests.”

Since 2005, gun industry “corporate 
partners” have donated between $19.3 mil-
lion and $60.2 million to the organization. 

The exact total is impossible to know be-
cause the NRA only cites a range of giving
levels.

Among those donors are Glock, up to
$500,000, and Sig Sauer, up to $50,000, as
well as more than $1 million from Rem-
ington Outdoor Co. Inc., formerly Freedom 
Group, manufacturer of the Bushmaster
assault rifle used in Newtown.

At the NRA’s annual meeting in April,
Sig Sauer announced a “limited edition” 
P227 “commemorative” pistol embossed 
with the NRA’s logo, pledging $25 from the 
handgun’s sales price — $964 at one online
dealer — would go to the gun group. At the
same meeting, the NRA proudly displayed
a giant $50,000 ceremonial check from 
Glock.

Before we mourn the victims of yet an-
other mass shooting, we need to take a
step back and understand how the unprec-
edented firepower available to virtually
any private citizen has resulted in tragedy 
after tragedy, allowing angry, depressed
or dangerously mentally ill individuals to
unleash their violence on innocents. Most 
important, the gun industry, and the NRA
lobbying machine it helps finance, must be 
held accountable.
Josh Sugarmann, a native of Newtown, Conn., is 
founder and executive director of the Violence 
Policy Center, a nonprofit organization that since 
1988 has worked to stop gun death and injury. 
This column first appeared in The Sacramento 
(Calif.) Bee . 
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 BY EDWARD WASSERMAN

McClatchy Newspapers

Once, we came of age under the 
shadow of something called a 
Permanent Record. Nobody ever 
actually saw one, but as young-

sters we understood we had to keep our 
own clean, since stains could do lasting 
damage.

Plainly, the idea of an authoritative, in-
eradicable ledger on individual behavior is 
a powerful one. Widespread too. You see it 
in everything from the divine Book of Life 
to the gift list kept by Santa, who knows if 
you’ve been bad or good.

That permanent record meant somebody 
was paying attention, which was good, but 
it was also a dark and oppressive back-
ground presence, since it enabled even 
trivial sins to curse our futures.

Good thing it was largely mythic. Back 
then, actual record-keeping was spotty, 
and technology had zero ability to corral 
the manifold tracks that we each left into 
some all-knowing compendium.

No longer. Welcome to the digital age. 
Its mighty search engines have spawned 
a virtual permanent record for millions of 
individuals. It’s updated constantly, lasts 
forever, and is in full-time public view.

What gets in it and with what prominence 
— those are mysteries, depending on the 
alchemy of particular search engines. Gen-
erally, they suck up most anything about 
someone that was published or resides in 

Internet-accessible public records. (The 
search engines don’t scour social media 
like Twitter and Facebook, yet.)

That means the fraternity house dustup 
that led to a sleepover in jail, or the rude 
remark at a political rally, or any of a thou-
sand missteps and embarrassments that in 
a pre-modern age would have faded into 
oblivion — debris from what Justice John 
Paul Stevens called the “practical obscu-
rity” we used to inhabit — remain vivid, 
alive and, potentially, toxic.

Hence the importance of last month’s 
ruling by Europe’s highest court. It au-
thorizes people to demand that links to 
material that threatens their privacy be 
scrubbed from search results.

The case involved Google, the Califor-
nia-based colossus that handles roughly 90 
percent of Europe’s Internet searches. It 
was brought by a Spaniard who challenged 
a link to a 1998 item in a Catalan newspaper 
about the auction of his home, repossessed 
to repay debts he owed. He reasoned that 
the matter had been resolved ages ago and 
there was no reason people who Googled 
his name now should learn about it.

The European Court of Justice agreed, 
and ruled that if an individual complains, 
a search engine should investigate. If it 
determines the link is to information that 
is “inadequate, irrelevant or no longer rel-
evant or excessive,” it should delete the 
listing from the search results.

Matters of public significance were ex-

cluded. The ruling wouldn’t apply “if it ap-
peared, for particular reasons, such as the 
role played by the data subject in public 
life, that the interference with his funda-
mental rights (privacy) is justified by the 
preponderant interest of the general public 
in … the information in question.”

Nor did the judgment question publish-
ing the offending material in the first place. 
It applied only to “data controllers,” not to 
news media — and links to the material 
might still be available through Google, 
just not when you’re searching under the 
individual’s name.

Nevertheless, the ruling is being called 
a landmark, and much of the commen-
tary focuses on the “right to be forgotten,” 
which underlies legal protections in such 
countries as France, Italy and Britain. The 
idea is that at some point misdeeds — even 
criminal behavior — become part of one’s 
personal past and shouldn’t be exposed 
publicly without good reason.

That isn’t merely a concession to indi-
vidual feelings; it reflects a cultural pref-
erence for letting people move on with 
their lives, a belief that penitent wrongdo-
ers shouldn’t have red letters emblazoned 
on their foreheads. That’s very different 
from the U.S. affection for punishment in 
perpetuity. (In the first four days after the 
judgment was issued, 12,000 Europeans 
flooded Google with demands.)

Still, the judgment is troubling. It erects 
a barrier to truthful information, which is 

abhorrent to U.S. tradition. It also reflects 
a bizarre accommodation: Nasty items re-
main intact in cyberspace; they’re just ren-
dered irretrievable. The Internet becomes
like the universal library in Jorge Luis
Borges’ fable, with infinite books and no 
way to find them — in effect, senile.

It also, as a British parliamentarian put
it, “forces Internet search engines to police 
what should and shouldn’t be wiped from 
public view without any clear criteria — let
alone ones determined by democratically
elected lawmakers.”

Besides, is forced ignorance the proper 
response to the specter of the toxic Per-
manent Record? Isn’t the problem not one
of what people know, but what they make 
of it? Isn’t the solution not forgetting, but 
forgiving?

I sympathize with people whose pasts
are rummaged for worldwide gaze by
search machines run by algorithms that
even their creators can’t explain, let alone
justify. But deliberate concealment is a dis-
turbing response.

Perhaps the answer lies in making sure
people can respond prominently to preju-
dicial postings. And in the longer term, the
challenge is to nurture an online culture
with qualities of clemency and compassion 
that are as mature and far-reaching as the 
vast awareness the Internet enables.
Edward Wasserman is dean of the University 
of California-Berkeley Graduate School of 
Journalism. 

 BY CHRIS EDELSON

In the wake of the prisoner swap that 
resulted in Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl’s re-
lease by the Taliban, questions are 
rightly being asked about the deal’s 

legal justifications. In fact, the Obama 
administration did not comply with statu-
tory requirements that it provide notice 
to Congress before transferring prisoners 
from Guantanamo Bay, and it has not fully 
explained how it believes its unilateral de-
cision can be legally justified.

It seems likely, however, that the ad-
ministration is relying on inherent (i.e. 
unrestrained) power to set aside statutory 
restrictions that, in its view, infringe on ex-
ecutive power.

A June 3 statement released by the Na-
tional Security Council press office claims 
that “in these circumstances (where wait-
ing could endanger the captive U.S. soldier), 
delaying the transfer … would interfere 
with the executive’s performance of two 
related functions that the Constitution as-
signs to the president: protecting the lives 
of Americans abroad and protecting U.S. 
soldiers. Because such interference would 
significantly alter the balance between 
Congress and the president, and could 
even raise constitutional concerns, we be-
lieve it is fair to conclude that Congress did 
not intend that the administration would 
be barred from taking the action it did.”

The problem is that the 30-day statu-
tory notice requirement is clear. If Con-
gress had meant to include an exception 
for emergencies, it could have said so (but 
did not).

What’s really going on here? It appears 
President Barack Obama simply decided 
to set aside the requirement that he pro-
vide advance notice to Congress before 
transferring the prisoners, relying on uni-
lateral authority to set aside statutory lim-
its on executive power. This claim seems 
to hinge on a signing statement — cited in 
the NSC press release — the president in-
cluded when he signed the 2014 National 
Defense Authorization Act into law.

Presidential signing statements have 
existed since at least Andrew Jackson’s 
day. Until recently, these statements were 
generally uncontroversial, and no one suc-
cessfully claimed they had any substantive 
legal consequences.

The George W. Bush administration 
used signing statements more often and for 
more substantive purposes than previous 
administrations. New York Times reporter 
Charlie Savage noted in 2009 that  Bush 
“broke all records, using signing state-
ments to challenge about 1,200 sections of 
bills.”

Political scientist Christopher Kelley ob-
served that the Bush administration used 
signing statements as part of an effort to 
advance the unitary executive theory, a 
dangerous idea designed to justify essen-
tially unchecked presidential power in 
areas including national security and for-
eign affairs. Advocates of the theory claim 
that the president has inherent or absolute 
authority to simply set aside legislation 
that, in his or her view, infringes on execu-
tive power.

Of course, presidents can veto legisla-
tion that they object to on constitutional 
grounds. The unitary executive theory, as 
implemented by the Bush administration 
through signing statements, stands for the 
radical idea that presidents can pick and 
choose which parts of legislation that they 
sign into law will have effect, setting aside 
certain provisions at their discretion.

As political scientist Louis Fisher has 
written, the Bush administration’s use of 
signing statements raised the question: 
“Does the United States have two sets of 
laws, one performed publicly by Congress, 
and the other conducted after the fact by 
executive officials?”

As a presidential candidate in 2007, 
Obama rightly suggested that the Bush 
administration’s use of signing statements 
was “a clear abuse of power [designed] 
to evade laws that the president does not 
like or as an end run around provisions 
designed to foster accountability.” Obama 

promised that, if elected president, he 
“[would] not use signing statements to nul-
lify or undermine congressional instruc-
tions as enacted into law.”

With the recent prisoner swap, however, 
he seems to have done precisely what he 
promised not to do as a candidate. The 
2014 National Defense Authorization Act 
requires the administration to provide 
Congress with 30 days’ notice before trans-
ferring any prisoner from Guantanamo.

The president added a statement when 
he signed that legislation into law, claim-
ing that “in certain circumstances [statu-
tory restrictions on the president’s ability 
to transfer prisoners from Guantanamo] 
would violate constitutional separation-of-
powers principles. The executive branch 
must have the flexibility, among other 
things, to act swiftly in conducting nego-
tiations with foreign countries regarding 

the circumstances of detainee transfers.” 
The administration seems to have relied 
on that signing statement as the basis for 
setting aside the statutory notice require-
ment in the Bergdahl prisoner exchange.

There were other options here. The ad-
ministration could have gone to Congress
and sought advance approval. It could, as
President Abraham Lincoln did in 1861,
seek retroactive approval from Congress 
— letting Congress determine whether a
genuine emergency existed. As it stands,
however, the administration has staked out 
a position that is very hard to distinguish
from the Bush administration’s inherent
power approach.
Chris Edelson is an assistant professor of 
government at American University’s School of 
Public Affairs. He is the author of “Emergency 
Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the 
Constitution to the War on Terror.” This column 
first appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 

Bergdahl swap: a presidential power play?

On Google and the curse of the permanent record
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 The Associated Press

KARACHI, Pakistan — Gunmen in Paki-
stan attacked a training facility for airport po-
lice near the Karachi airport Tuesday, forcing 
a temporary suspension of flights and trigger-
ing a brief shootout with security forces just 
days after a brazen Taliban assault on the 
country’s busiest airfield.

Law enforcement personnel managed to 
quickly repulse the attack by as many as three 
gunmen, an assault claimed by a resurgent 
Taliban who warned its violence “wasn’t over 
yet.”

Television stations aired footage of security 
guards frantically taking up positions behind 
buildings or earthen berms at the training 
facility, roughly  a half-mile from Karachi’s 
Jinnah International Airport. The Pakistani 
military also sent soldiers to assist.

A spokesman for the Airport Security Force, 
Ghulam Abbas Memon, said two to three gun-
men tried to enter the training academy from 
two different entrances.

“Our men retaliated and repulsed” the gun-
men, Memon said. Security forces chased 
the men to a drainage ditch, where another 
firefight ensued, but the gunmen escaped, he 
said.

Col. Tahir Ali, a senior official with the Air-
port Security Force, said two militants fired 
toward a hostel for female employees on the 
academy grounds. He said no one was hurt in 
the incident.

The Civil Aviation Authority, which is re-
sponsible for running the country’s airports, 
initially said on Twitter that all flights at the 
airport were suspended but later reported 
that operations had resumed. 

 BY YOUKYUNG LEE

The Associated Press

GWANGJU, South Korea  
— With hostile spectators curs-
ing, shouting and weeping behind 
them, 15 crewmembers from the 
sunken South Korean ferry ap-
peared in court Tuesday to enter 
pleas on charges of negligence 
and failing to save more than 300 
dead or missing passengers.

As the crewmembers stood 
with bowed heads before three 
Gwangju District Court judges, 
families of the victims struggled 
to contain their fury. Many wore 
yellow ribbons in memory of 
those killed in the April 16 acci-
dent, most of whom were students 
on a school trip. 

The crowd erupted when one 
crewmember appeared to smile, 
and a judge asked the defendants 
to show respect. The judges also 
asked the crowd to be quiet.

“Everybody should be sen-
tenced to death,” one spectator 
said. One crewmember wept so 
hard she couldn’t identify herself 
to the judges.

Because of time constraints 
Tuesday, only 11 of the 15 entered 
pleas of not guilty. The remaining 
four are scheduled to appear at a 
hearing in one week.

All surviving crewmembers 
responsible for the ship’s navi-
gation have been charged with 
negligence and with failing to do 
their duty to protect passengers. 
Several of the defendants ac-
knowledged some responsibility 
at Tuesday’s hearing but denied 
that they caused the sinking, say-
ing they had little control over the 
stability of the ferry, which was 
overloaded with cargo.

After expressing his condolenc-
es to the victims’ families, Judge 
Lim Joung-youb emphasized the 
rights of the defendants to make 
their own arguments.

The pervading public hostility 
against the crew has raised ques-
tions about the fairness of the 
trial. They are being defended by 
six state-appointed lawyers, three 
of whom started practicing law 
only this year. The court said in 
a statement that it will guarantee 

the rights of both the defendants 
and the victims.

Capt. Lee Joon-seok and three 
other crewmembers are charged 
with homicide — a charge that 
could carry the death penalty, 

though South Korea has not ex-
ecuted anyone since late 1997. 
Prosecutors accuse them of tac-
itly colluding to abandon the ship 
while being aware that the pas-
sengers would be trapped and 
killed when the ship sank.

Lawyers of crewmembers de-
nied there was collusion, saying 
the sailors were confused, some 
were injured and some panicked. 
They also said that most of these 
crewmembers were not in a posi-
tion to act independently without 
orders from the captain or first 
mates.

Crewmembers also denied that 
their actions caused the sinking. 
The captain and the first mate de-
nied they were responsible for the 
overloading of cargo or improper 
stowage of cargo because the 
cargo was overseen by the em-
ployer, Chonghaejin Marine Co.

The captain’s lawyer, Lee 
Kwang-jae, said the factors that 
caused the sinking couldn’t be 
controlled by a captain who op-
erated the ferry only six days a 
month as a contract worker. 

 BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

The Associated Press

BEIJING — Chinese ships 
steamed Tuesday toward waters 
near Hawaii to participate for the 
first time in the world’s largest 
naval exercises hosted by Wash-
ington — a rare opportunity to 
build trust with the U.S. and re-
gional rivals, including the Phil-
ippines and Japan.

China’s participation in the Rim 
of the Pacific exercises beginning 
June 26 will enable Chinese naval 
officers to rub shoulders with 
U.S. counterparts as well as those 
from countries with which it has 
maritime disputes in the South 
China Sea and East China Sea.

Washington and Beijing have 
been seeking closer military ties 
following an incident last Decem-

ber when a U.S. Navy cruiser, the 
USS Cowpens, nearly collided 
with a ship accompanying China’s 
sole aircraft carrier in the South 
China Sea — the most serious sea 
confrontation between the two 
nations in years.

China’s agreeing to partici-
pate shows a new maturity in 
its foreign relations whereby it 
won’t allow individual disagree-
ments to upset overall ties, said 
Ni Lexiong, a military expert at 
Shanghai’s University of Political 
Science and Law.

“The rule of the game now is 
that we can argue, we can quar-
rel, but at the same time we can 
work together,” Ni said. “And ev-
erybody has shown respect for 
that rule.”

Twenty-three countries will 
participate in this year’s drills, 

including Australia, Canada, 
France, India, Indonesia, South 
Korea and Britain.

China’s Defense Ministry said 
four ships — the destroyer Haik-
ou, missile frigate Yueyang, the 
oiler Yueyang and hospital ship 
Peace Ark — departed Monday. 
It said the squadron is carrying 
1,100 officers and sailors, includ-

ing a commando unit and diving 
team, along with two helicopters.

The statement quoted navy 
Deputy Chief of Staff Hong Xu-
meng as saying China’s partici-
pation in the drills constituted 
“an important mission of mili-
tary diplomacy” and a further 
step in strengthening China-U.S. 
relations. 

BY LAURA MILLS

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Ukraine’s
new president on Tuesday or-
dered security officials to create
a corridor for safe passage for ci-
vilians in eastern regions rocked 
by a pro-Russia insurgency as he
began to form his government
team by tapping a media mogul
as chief of staff.

In a statement published on-
line, Petro Poroshenko ordered 
security agencies to organize
transport and relocation to help
civilians leave the affected areas. 
Poroshenko’s brief statement
gave no details on where the ci-
vilians could be relocated or what
accommodation was available.

Poroshenko also announced the
appointments of media executive
and business ally Boris Lozhkin
as chief of staff and Svyatoslav 
Tsegolka, a journalist at the TV
station owned by Poroshenko,

as press 
secretary.

The new
president 
did not an-
nounce any
shake-up 
in defense
or the For-
eign Minis-
try, where
changes 
could be
pivotal for

Ukraine’s ongoing offensive in 
the east.

Poroshenko’s move to create a
safe passage for civilians comes
in the wake of growing concerns
that the government’s active
campaign against the rebels has
contributed to the rising civilian
death toll in the east. Government
officials say at least 200 people,
including 59 servicemen, have
been killed in the attacks.

The United Nations’ refugee 
agency in May said Ukraine’s ten-
sions had resulted in about 10,000 
displaced people, both from Rus-
sia’s annexation of Crimea and 
from the violence in the east, but 
before Tuesday’s announcement,
no official government assistance
had been announced for them.

Poroshenko’s statement gave no 
indication that he was planning to
wind down the government’s op-
eration against the rebels, who
have continued to seize adminis-
trative buildings, police stations,
border posts and garrisons across 
the region.

U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State Victoria Nuland, who spoke
to journalists briefly in Kiev 
on Tuesday, praised Poroshen-
ko’s plan to resolve the conflict 
and promised that $48 million
pledged by Vice President Joe
Biden to Kiev on Sunday would
be used “in eastern Ukraine in 
conjunction with the president’s
peace plan.”

Ukraine’s 
Poroshenko 
orders safe 
corridor

HU KAIBING, XINHUA/AP

 Chinese naval soldiers stand on China’s missile destroyer Haikou at 
a naval port in Sanya, south China’s Hainan province. 

Chinese ships head
for naval exercises

HYUNG MIN-WOO, YONHAP/AP

Lee Joon-seok, the captain 
of the sunken South Korean 
ferry Sewol, arrives at Gwangju 
District Court in Gwangju, South 
Korea, on Tuesday .

Pakistani forces repel attack at training facility near airport

S. Korean ferry crewmembers face hostile crowd

SHAKIL ADIL/AP

A security guard stands alert outside a 
training center for airport security personnel 
after an attack in Karachi, Pakistan, on 
Tuesday .

10K
The number of people 
displaced by Ukraine’s 
tensions as of May, 
according to the Unit-
ed Nations’ refugee 
agency.
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 BY ANDREA PETERSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The FBI’s recent 
crackdown on a sophisticated set of mal-
ware tools called Blackshade shed light on 
a shadowy and surprisingly sophisticated 
world of cybercriminal activity. But you 
don’t need to be a tech mastermind to use 
Blackshade.

The tool is part of a much larger trend 
toward user-friendly hacking tools, devel-
oped and distributed by corporate-like en-
tities that are becoming like the Oracles or 
Microsofts of the malware world.

There’s now a full-fledged market for 
groups offering access to easy-to-use mal-
ware on a subscription basis, experts say. 
And because the tools require little to no 
technical skill, the barrier to a life of cy-
bercrime is much weaker than it was in the 
early years of the Internet.

The result has been an explosion in 
criminal activity that has left consumers 
vulnerable to having their financial infor-
mation used for fraudulent transactions 
or having their personal information sold 
online.

“It’s gone from being a couple of guys 
developing malicious software to actual 
organized crime groups” on the develop-
ment side, said Tyler Shields, an analyst at 
Forrester Research.

Malware groups often have a hierarchical 
leadership structure and pay for develop-
ment of malicious software, as well as mar-
keting and distribution, researchers and 
federal investigators say. In the big leagues 

of this 
under-

ground economy, malware rings mirror the 
economic models of legitimate businesses.

But they’re also widely distributed — with 
groups often having members all over the 
world, experts say. “You might have a de-
veloper in Ukraine or Russia, a distributor 
in the U.S. or the U.K., and leadership some-
where else entirely,” Shields said. “We’re 
talking hundreds of people across nations 
around the world working in concert.”

That’s an awful lot of coordination and 
managerial skills. “If you want to excel as 
a cybercriminal,” Shields said, “go get an 
MBA.”

The reason for the explosion in the com-
mercial malware market is simple, Shields 
said. There’s money in hacking — through 
the sale of sensitive data or the tools that 
can enable breaches — and the market has 
moved to take advantage of the situation. 
Pursuing a life of crime online also can 
be safer than pursuing one in the physical 
world, said Raj Samani, vice president and 
chief technical officer for McAfee EMEA. 
“You don’t go to a shoddy neighborhood 
to buy drugs — you go to an online black 
market. You don’t walk into a bank to rob it 
— you go online,” he said.

Now, most anyone can be a hacker.
 As a result, law enforcement officials say 

they are beginning to focus on those who 
develop the malware, not just the people 
who use it.

“We tackled this malware starting with 
those that put it in the hands of the users 
— the creators and those who helped make 
it readily available, the administrators,” 
George Venizelos, assistant director in 
charge of the FBI’s New York field office, 
said in a news release about its Black-
shades enforcement action.

Blackshades, the target of the recent 
FBI crackdown, is a part of a category of 
malware called Remote Access Tools, or 
RATs, which allow criminals to have al-

most unlimited power over a breached 
computer. The FBI says the malware tool-
kit was available online for $40 and “pur-
chased by thousands of people in more 
than 100 countries.”

These types of tools are migrating to mo-
bile devices, too. Symantec released a blog 
post about a similar threat facing Android 
mobile devices called iBanking last week.

Once the tool is installed, the user can 
do almost anything. And like Blackshades, 
it’s easy to use. “There’s a nice user inter-
face on the back end that allows the hacker 
to control not only that phone but multiple 
phones if they’ve infected them,” he said.

Users are infected with the program 
through a social engineering hack that 
tricks them into thinking a bank or social 
network needs to install an app on their de-
vice with a pop up when the device is con-
nected to a desktop already infected with 
malware.

As the groups behind malware become 
more organized, so must the law enforce-
ment tactics used to fight them, experts 
say — as evidenced by the Blackshades ac-

tion. “Law enforcement has had to change
from tracking down individuals to more of
the traditional organized crime levels of
infiltration,” Shields said.

  Overall, experts say, software as a ser-
vice has enabled a growth in the number of
cybercriminals — and that growth leaves 
consumers and businesses at greater risk.
Symantec’s most recent annual threat
report noted a 91 percent increase in tar-
geted attack campaigns and a 62 percent 
increase in the number of breaches in
2013. That was only 253 total breaches, but
eight of them exposed more than 10 mil-
lion identities each.

“In total, over 552 million identities
were breached in 2013, putting consum-
ers’ credit card information, birth dates, 
government ID numbers, home addresses, 
medical records, phone numbers, finan-
cial information, email addresses, log-ins,
passwords and other personal information
into the criminal underground,” the com-
pany reported. 

As bad guys become more organized and
professional, their onslaughts are harder to
defend against.

Retail firms also have been hit with credit
card breaches in recent months — includ-
ing Target, where a breach compromised
up to 40 million customers’ financial infor-
mation as well as other personal data re-
lated to as many as 70 million customers.

But hackers aren’t always going for
mega chains, Symantec said. According to
their research, medium-sized businesses
with 251 to 2,500 employees were the tar-
get of 31 percent of the personalized phish-
ing attacks it saw in 2013 — up from 19 
percent the previous year.

For consumers, personal computing 
use has become more risky — a bad link
or attachment could mean the installation
of the next Blackshades. But there’s also
more risk when you hand over data to third 
parties, Samani said. 

WIRED WORLD

Cybercrime 
made easy

Firms producing 
user-friendly 
hacking tools 

STEVEN SENNE/AP

 Target  suffered a massive pre-Christmas 
data breach that compromised up to 40 
million customers’ financial information.  

ILLUSTRATION BY BEV SCHILLING/
Stars and Stripes
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allowed. A meeting on the issue 
is expected to be scheduled in 
Montgomery.

Boy, 4, saves his
diabetic mother’s life

KY RECTORVILLE  — A 4-
year-old Mason County 

boy is being credited with saving 
the life of his mother.

 Shannon Jones, 28, sa id she 
was cleaning her Rectorville 
home recently when she suffered 
a low blood sugar spell caused by 
type I diabetes.

Low blood sugar can develop 
quickly in people with diabetes 
who are taking insulin and, in 
severe cases, can cause seizures 
and unconsciousness.

Jones said that while she was 
unconscious, her son, Bradley, 
found her and tried to wake her.

When he couldn’t, she said 
he went next door to his great-
grandmother’s house,  and then to 
his uncle’s garage.

Jones said Bradley brought the 
family members back to the house, 
where they called an ambulance 
to take her to the hospital.

Health officer studies
ruling on pot for PTSD

AZ PHOENIX  — Arizona’s 
top health official is 

considering a court ruling adding 
post-traumatic stress disorder to 
the list of debilitating conditions 
that qualify for medical marijua-
na treatment.

State Department of Health 
Services Director Will Humble 
has until July 9 to accept, modify 
or reject an administrative law 
judge’s ruling that PTSD suffer-
ers are eligible for  medical mari-
juana registration cards.

Humble said Friday that he 
would study the order before 
making a decision.

The Arizona Cannabis Nurses 
Association appealed Humble’s 
denial last December to classify 
PTSD as an ailment that could be 
treated with pot.

Humble sa id he denied the 
group’s petition, citing a lack 
of scientific evidence showing 
marijuana helps patients with the 
disorder.

If Humble rejects the judge’s 
ruling, the group can appeal to the 

Maricopa County Superior Court.

Students tricked into 
eating pet treats

PA BOYERTOWN  —   A 
Pennsylvania school 

district said an aide has been sus-
pended after she tricked students 
into eating pet snacks by telling 
them they were cookies.

About 75 fourth-graders at 
New Hanover-Upper Frederick 
Elementary School received the 
pet treats during recess Thurs-
day. No injuries were reported.

Student Gabriel Moore told 
WFMZ-TV the aide first joked 
they were dog treats, then told 
students they were actually cook-
ies. Gabriel ate three.

Boyertown Area School District 
officials notified parents Friday. 
They didn’t disclose the type of 
pet treat but said the ingredients 
would be harmful only to people 
with certain food allergies.

Still, Gabriel’s father, David 
Moore, said the part-time aide 
should be “penalized pretty bad.”

The aide has been sus-
pended pending an internal 

investigation.

Scientist: Coyote to 
blame for cat deaths

FL LAKELAND  — Two 
cats recently found dead 

in central Florida appear to have 
been killed by a coyote.

A geneticist with the University
of Florida sa id DNA testing was
specific for canids, a family of
carnivores including dogs, foxes
and other species.

Two samples tested revealed a
strong match with a coyote.

The Tampa Tribune report ed 
 one cat appeared to have been
cut in half behind the front legs 
in March. The back half of the cat
was found about two blocks away
the next day.

In April, the front half of anoth-
er cat was found about two blocks 
from its owner’s home.

Investigators initially believed
the cats may have been dismem-
bered by a knife  or another sharp
object, but a UF pathologist re-
futed that opinion.  
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

14
Fighter jets escort 
plane out of capital

DC WASHINGTON  — Au-
thorities said two F-16 

fighter jets escorted a small air-
plane out of restricted airspace in 
Washington, an apparently inad-
vertent intrusion that prompted 
evacuations at the U.S. Capitol 
and surrounding buildings.

North American Aerospace 
Defense Command spokesman 
Master Sgt. Chuck Marsh sa id 
jets escorted the plane to an air-
port in Mount Airy,  N.C., where 
it landed Saturday afternoon. 
Secret Service agents met the 
plane there and interviewed the 
pilot. Transportation Security 
Administration spokesman Ross 
Feinstein wrote on Twitter that it 
appeared the pilot was just con-
fused. The plane had departed 
from Westfield, Mass .

U.S. Capitol Police sa id the 
Capitol and surrounding office 
buildings were evacuated about 
1:30 p.m. Authorities sa id the Su-
preme Court and the Library of 
Congress  also were evacuated, 
but security at the White House 
was not affected.

Woman banned from 
cartwheels at meetings

AZ PHOENIX  — A Phoe-
nix woman will have 

to keep both feet on the ground if 
she wants to speak at any public 
meetings.

 Dianne Barker, 65,  said  she’s 
been banned from doing cart-
wheels at meetings held by 
the Maricopa Association of 
Governments.

An attorney for the association 
that oversees regional transpor-
tation projects said in a letter to 
Barker last month that she must 
“immediately cease performing 
cartwheels.”

Agency spokeswoman Kelly 
Taft  told The Associated Press that 
Barker’s cartwheels are disrup-
tive and a public safety liability.

Barker sa id she will obey the 
association’s request. She was a 
cheerleader in college and sa id 
the cartwheels are a way for her 
to show her passion.

Taft said the association appre-
ciates Barker’s enthusiasm, but 
she should show it verbally.

Officials mum on guns 
in voting precincts

AL MONTGOMERY  — Al-
abama officials have 

mere weeks to sort out whether 
gun-toting voters should be al-
lowed in polling places under a 
new state law.

Differing interpretations of 
the new law became a problem 
in Tuesday’s primary after men 
showed up with guns in at least 
two precincts near Birmingham. 
Also, an eastern Alabama county 
first banned guns from polling 
places only to change the policy.

A law enforcement leader in 
Shelby County sa id someone 
needs to sort out the confusion 
before the runoff election on July 
15. Two armed voters tried to cast 
ballots there.

Neither the secretary of state’s 
office nor the attorney general’s 
office is commenting publicly on 
whether armed voters should be 

THE CENSUS

Tricky ride
Kelby Stillwell tries to stay on a mechanical bull at the National MooFest on Saturday in Athens, Tenn. The annual celebration of the dairy 
industry featured a new Buttermilk Biscuit Alley for biscuit sampling and an assortment of booths and entertainment.  

DOUG STRICKLAND, CHATTANOOGA (TENN.) TIMES FREE PRESS/AP

The number of pairs of twins who will graduate from a suburban Philadelphia high school this month. The 2014 gradu-
ating class of William Tennent High School in Bucks County includes five sets of male twins, seven sets of male/female 
twins and two sets of female twins. Principal Dennis Best said he isn’t surprised by the number among the 485 graduates 
— he sees it every day while walking the halls.  
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FACES

PAISLEY ON PATRIOTISM:

Support our troops
BY CHRIS TALBOTT

The Associated Press

W
hile it’s true patriotism means 
different things to different 
people in the U.S., Brad 
Paisley thinks we can all 
agree on one aspect: Military 

personnel should be treated with respect.
This belief spurred two recent actions: Pais-

ley joined President Barack Obama on a trip 
to Afghanistan to perform for troops and took 
a moment recently to mock Westboro Baptist 
Church protesters outside a concert in Kan-
sas. Members of that Topeka, Kan., church 
sometimes conduct anti-gay demonstrations 
at military funerals in opposition to govern-
ment policies.

“My patriotism starts there,” Paisley said 
in an interview before performing at the CMA 
Music Festival on Sunday night. “We’re talk-
ing about, I think everyone can agree — ex-
cept maybe Westboro Baptist — on the fact 
our soldiers are our most important, the most 
amazing people that we’ve had.”

Paisley, who has a new singing contest 
show, “Rising Star,” that begins this month 
and a new album due in August, traveled to 
Bagram Air Field in Afghanistan with Obama 
on May 25. The experience was fresh when 
the son of a veteran encountered protesters 
outside his show June 1.

The 41-year-old West Virginia native took 
a selfie while making a face with protesters 
in the background and posted it to Instagram 
with a mildly profane caption that mocked 
the church. Paisley says it’s a topic he spends 
time thinking about and wrote a new song, 
“American Flag on the Moon,” that deals with 
the topic of patriotism for the new album, 
“Moonshine in the Trunk.”

“I feel like I’m one of those people that de-
fies category,” Paisley said. “I’m all over the 
map in a lot of ways, but I feel like being on 
a journey of trying to figure out how to make 
this country better is a healthy thing and 
something I like to look into. I don’t know any 
answers to it. But, you know, sort of daily it’s 
easy to look at something and say here’s what 
you should be doing. It’s harder and more of 
my approach to look at something and say, 
‘OK, what are both sides.’ ”

While in Afghanistan in a hangar jam-
packed with surprised soldiers on Memorial 
Day weekend, Paisley posed for a picture with 
Capt. Brandon Archer, who mentioned he’d 
be shipping out soon and planned to attend 
CMA Fest.

Archer arrived home last Monday and 
Paisley invited him and his wife, Jean — the 
two Army captains are based at nearby Fort 
Campbell in Kentucky — to visit him back-
stage. The medevac helicopter pilot arrived 
with a gift — a small American flag.

Brad Paisley surprised 
two Army captains 
he met during a recent 
trip to Afghanistan 
with a backstage 
meet-and-greet 
at CMA Fest 
in Nashville.

Courtesy of Sony Music Nashville

Actor Jon Heder attends the Napoleon Dynamite statue dedication 
and panel discussion on the 20th Century Fox Studios lot in Los 
Angeles on Monday. The cast gathered to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of “Napoleon Dynamite,” the wildly successful low-
budget film about an awkward, alienated teenager in Idaho who 
helps his friend Pedro successfully run for class president.

DAN STEINBERG, INVISION FOR TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX HOME ENTERTAINMENT/AP

10 years? Gosh!

From wire reports

One of the most enduring sibling rivalries of the 
past half century is showing signs of a detente: The 
Kinks’ Ray Davies has confirmed conversations 
with his younger brother Dave that could reunite 
the band after decades of fraternal distance.

Creators of such stone-cold rock classics as “All 
Day and All of the Night,” “You Really Got Me” and 
“Lola,” the brothers Davies have been on-and-off 
for decades and have quashed reunion rumors in 
recent years.

The brothers, who formed the band in 1963, have 
clashed for decades. Dave, who suffered a stroke in 
2004 but has since recovered, once said: “I think 
Ray has been happy for only three years in his life. 
And those were the three years before I was born.”

But Ray recently confirmed to the Sunday Times 
that relations were warming and that he and his 
brother even survived being in the same room to-
gether. He said tentative conversations had begun. 

Dave confirmed the meeting on his Facebook 
page, writing: “Ray & Dave Davies have started 
meeting about a potential The Kinks reunion, but 
we’re not there quite yet.”

The last time the Davies brothers performed to-
gether was in 1996. 

Authorities: Trucker hadn’t slept
A truck driver’s lack of sleep was being blamed 

for the highway crash that injured Tracy Morgan
and killed another comedian in New Jersey.

As Morgan recovered in a hospital, authorities
said Monday that the truck driver who triggered the 
crash hadn’t slept for more than 24 hours before the
accident.

Wal-Mart trucker Kevin Roper is expected to
appear in state court Wednesday. It was unclear if
Roper, of Jonesboro, Ga., had retained an attorney. 
He remained free after posting $50,000 bond.

Other news
� Paul McCartney is rescheduling U.S. tour dates

as he continues to recover from a virus he received
treatment for last month. McCartney, who turns 72
next week, says he’s taking his doctor’s advice and
will take more time to rest. Last month he canceled 
his “Out There Japan Tour 2014” because of his
illness.
� Lil Kim has a lil one of her own: The rapper is

now a mother. Lil Kim’s assistant, Noel Perez, con-
firms that the 38-year-old gave birth to daughter
Royal Reign on Monday. It is her first child.
� The Tony Awards with hopping host Hugh

Jackman couldn’t leapfrog last year’s show in the 
ratings or the NBA Finals. According to prelimi-
nary Nielsen figures released Monday, Sunday’s
CBS telecast had an average viewership of 7.02 mil-
lion viewers, a dip from last year’s 7.24 million.

Davies brothers hint at Kinks reunion



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 18      F3HIJKLM Wednesday, June 11, 2014

Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 96 73 PCldy
Akron, Ohio 80 65 Rain
Albany, N.Y. 74 62 Cldy
Albuquerque 93 64 PCldy
Allentown, Pa. 78 64 Cldy
Amarillo 93 58 PCldy
Anchorage 59 45 PCldy
Asheville 79 61 Rain
Atlanta 84 68 Rain
Atlantic City 80 65 Cldy
Austin 95 73 Clr
Baltimore 85 67 Rain
Baton Rouge 87 73 PCldy
Billings 66 47 Rain
Birmingham 78 66 Rain
Bismarck 67 46 Rain
Boise 82 54 Clr
Boston 65 57 Cldy
Bridgeport 72 61 Cldy
Brownsville 92 78 Clr
Buffalo 80 67 Rain
Burlington, Vt. 75 57 Cldy
Caribou, Maine 76 53 Clr
Casper 69 41 Clr
Charleston, S.C. 91 71 Cldy
Charleston, W.Va. 85 67 Rain
Charlotte, N.C. 88 69 Rain

Chattanooga 80 65 Rain
Cheyenne 76 44 Cldy
Chicago 69 58 Rain
Cincinnati 77 64 Rain
Cleveland 82 67 Rain
Colorado Springs 84 49 Cldy
Columbia, S.C. 93 69 Rain
Columbus, Ga. 86 69 Rain
Columbus, Ohio 78 66 Rain
Concord, N.H. 72 52 PCldy
Corpus Christi 94 79 Clr
Dallas-Ft Worth 93 74 PCldy
Dayton 76 65 Rain
Daytona Beach 89 73 Rain
Denver 80 51 Cldy
Des Moines 82 63 Clr
Detroit 78 64 Rain
Duluth 74 51 PCldy
El Paso 101 75 Clr
Elkins 81 63 Rain
Erie 78 66 Rain
Eugene 75 49 PCldy
Evansville 77 64 Rain
Fairbanks 60 43 Cldy
Fargo 72 49 Rain
Flagstaff 78 43 Clr
Flint 75 61 Rain
Fort Smith 85 65 PCldy

Fort Wayne 77 61 Rain
Fresno 99 63 Clr
Goodland 87 54 Cldy
Grand Junction 89 55 PCldy
Grand Rapids 73 59 Rain
Great Falls 64 43 Cldy
Green Bay 72 53 Cldy
Greensboro, N.C. 90 68 Rain
Harrisburg 82 65 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 74 58 Cldy
Helena 71 46 PCldy
Honolulu 87 75 Clr
Houston 93 75 PCldy
Huntsville 82 64 Rain
Indianapolis 75 63 Rain
Jackson, Miss. 86 66 Cldy
Jacksonville 87 70 Rain
Juneau 61 43 Clr
Kansas City 81 63 Clr
Key West 89 79 PCldy
Knoxville 80 64 Rain
Lake Charles 90 75 PCldy
Lansing 73 61 Rain
Las Vegas 101 78 Clr
Lexington 78 67 Rain
Lincoln 86 58 PCldy
Little Rock 83 66 PCldy
Los Angeles 75 62 PCldy

Louisville 80 68 Rain
Lubbock 95 67 PCldy
Macon 88 69 Rain
Madison 76 56 Cldy
Medford 86 53 Clr
Memphis 83 68 Cldy
Miami Beach 87 76 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 104 69 PCldy
Milwaukee 64 54 Rain
Mpls-St Paul 81 57 PCldy
Missoula 75 45 PCldy
Mobile 86 70 Rain
Montgomery 83 67 Rain
Nashville 81 64 Rain
New Orleans 86 76 Cldy
New York City 73 61 Cldy
Newark 74 63 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 89 72 PCldy
North Platte 82 49 PCldy
Oklahoma City 89 68 PCldy
Omaha 84 60 Clr
Orlando 92 71 Rain
Paducah 78 64 Cldy
Pendleton 82 55 Clr
Peoria 75 61 Rain
Philadelphia 82 67 Cldy
Phoenix 105 79 Clr
Pittsburgh 81 65 Rain

Pocatello 77 45 Clr
Portland, Maine 71 52 PCldy
Portland, Ore. 77 54 PCldy
Providence 71 58 Cldy
Pueblo 89 54 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 91 69 Cldy
Rapid City 69 45 Clr
Reno 91 58 Clr
Richmond 89 70 Cldy
Roanoke 87 67 Rain
Rochester 82 67 Rain
Rockford 73 59 Rain
Sacramento 85 55 Clr
St Louis 79 63 Cldy
St Petersburg 87 76 Cldy
St Thomas 87 79 Clr
Salem, Ore. 77 51 PCldy
Salt Lake City 83 62 Clr
San Angelo 98 72 PCldy
San Antonio 97 74 Clr
San Diego 71 64 Cldy
San Francisco 67 54 PCldy
San Jose 77 53 Clr
Santa Fe 89 54 PCldy
St Ste Marie 71 54 Cldy
Savannah 90 70 Cldy
Seattle 72 54 PCldy
Shreveport 89 69 PCldy

Sioux City 84 56 PCldy
Sioux Falls 82 53 PCldy
South Bend 74 56 Rain
Spokane 77 52 Clr
Springfield, Ill. 75 60 Cldy
Springfield, Mo. 80 61 PCldy
Syracuse 79 65 Rain
Tallahassee 88 70 Rain
Tampa 88 74 Cldy
Toledo 79 63 Rain
Topeka 84 63 Clr
Tucson 102 72 Clr
Tulsa 85 66 PCldy
Tupelo 81 65 Rain
Waco 93 73 PCldy
Washington 87 68 Rain
W. Palm Beach 88 75 Cldy
Wichita 86 65 Clr
Wichita Falls 95 71 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 79 63 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 82 67 Cldy
Yakima 80 54 Clr
Youngstown 81 65 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 120, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Mon., 25, Dillon, Colo., and Gould, 
Colo. 

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (June 11) .........................$1.3937
Dollar buys (June 11)........................ €0.7175
British pound (June 11) ....................... $1.72
Japanese yen (June 11) .....................100.00
South Korean won (June 11) ............991.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .....................................$1.6768
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0903
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2270
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.5055
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1507
Euro ........................................ $1.3553/0.7378
Hong Kong (Dollar) ..............................7.7517
Hungary (Forint) .................................224.85
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4602
Japan (Yen) ...........................................102.26
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2821
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9721
Philippines (Peso)................................. 43.76
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.03
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2496
South Korea (Won) .......................... 1,017.30
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8991
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.48
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.0816
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.44

BUSINESS/WEATHER

 BY HAYLEY TSUKAYAMA

The Washington Post

The gaming world is preparing 
to throw its biggest party of the 
year at the Electronic Entertain-
ment Expo, better known as E3, 
where it will show off the best in 
video games this week.

The conference started Tues-
day in Los Angeles, but Microsoft 
kicked off the week by announc-
ing it would reissue all of its major 
Halo titles as a set in November 
in preparation for the 2015 re-
lease of “Halo 5: Guardians.” The 
company, which held its annual 
Xbox conference Monday, also 
showed off scenes from the new 
“Tomb Raider” series, which ex-
plore the early days of protagonist 
Lara Croft. Sony, which wants to 
maintain its lead in the console 
market, also showed off new titles 
Monday for its PlayStation 4.

 Here are three big trends to ex-
pect from E3 this year:
� Game announcements.  In 

the past couple of years E3 has 

focused on hardware, with the 
splashy launches of Nintendo Wii 
U, Sony Playstation 4 and Xbox 
One. New generations of consoles 
launch about once a decade, so 
the hardware focus made sense.

But this year should see a re-
turn to form and offer clues about 
what game developers can do with 
much-touted technical improve-
ments in gaming software. That 
means we’ll hear more about se-
quels to some long-standing fran-
chises — including “Halo,” “Call 
of Duty,” “Metal Gear Solid” and 
“Uncharted” — as well as original 
titles such as “The Order: 1886” 
and “Sunset Overdrive.”

 � Virtual-reality battles. Game 
companies are chasing one of 
the greatest dreams of the sci-fi 
crowd: affordable, accessible ac-
cess to virtual-reality technology. 
No, we’re not quite at the “holo-
deck” level of the technology but 
Oculus Rift, which Facebook is 
preparing to acquire, and Sony’s 
Project Morpheus are the most 
advanced, closest-to-market ver-

sions of home virtual reality that 
we’ve ever seen.

Developers are just starting to 
make versions of existing games 
for these headsets and show more 
prototypes designed specifically 
for this platform. That should 
make this a market to watch dur-
ing the next couple of years .
� Sony ascendent. Sony may 

not be in a great place overall but 
it is killing it in the gaming world 
right now. Not only has PlaySta-
tion 4 consistently beat out Xbox 
One in worldwide sales, but the 
firm has also recently passed 
Nintendo as the most successful 
gaming hardware company in the 
world. According to Nikkei Asian 
Review, a Japanese business pub-
lication, Sony’s combined sales 
for the PlayStation and Vita lines 
passed Nintendo’s combined 
handset and console sales for the 
first time in eight years.

That is partly because Nin-
tendo’s sales have been flagging 
— the company recently reported 

its third annual loss — but it also 
speaks to how much of a success 
the PlayStation 4 has been.

But just because Sony is doing 
well now doesn’t mean it is guar-
anteed to win this round of the 
console war. Its advantage lies 
largely in pricing — at launch 
PlayStation 4 cost $399, while 
Xbox One cost $499. Microsoft is 
addressing this disadvantage by 
unbundling its Kinect controller 
from Xbox One to compete with 
PS4. 

Microsoft, Sony vie for gamers at E3
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Chevrolet, Astro Van, 2005,
custom made, fully loaded, good
condition, please email for more
pictures. Stuttgart area, $14,000
o r  b e s t  o f f e r .
catfingers@yahoo.com

VW, Golf, 2005 $7650.00 power
windows and locks, power sun

oon roof, 4 door with hatch,
AC, CD, heated seats, includes
summer and winter tires, just
passed inspection, beautiful
condition. approx mileage 74k.
l o c a t e d  i n  G a r m i s c h .
4915154786535

Ford, Focus SE, 2008
$6900.00 for sale $6,900. Has
65,000 miles and runs great.
Silver in Color, Standard trans-
mission, has a stain on the PS
front seat but can be sham-
pooed to remove. Available
immediately. If interested, call
us at 0151-152-85555 to see the
car.

Mazda, MX-5 Miata Grand
Touring, 2006 $9500.00 Copper
Red; 6-speed manual; air; cruise
control; power window & mir-
rors; keyless entry & start; Bose
7-speaker sound system; anti-
theft alarm; Xenon HID head-
lights; stability & traction control;
US specs; BB Price $10,500.
Email gf.booth@ yahoo.com or
phone 0951-18527082 between
1700 and 2100.

Harley Davidson, Softail Slim,
2013 $14900.00, US Spec for
Sale. Available immediately.
Less than 3.000 Miles. Winter it
was Garage kept, During the
Summer Months it has always
been covered. It is immaculate.
Nothing wrong, just preparing
for PCS. Just purchased last
Spring brand new. Can be
viewed in Wiesbaden Hainer-
berg. 01525-3887556

Toyota, Prius II-Hybrid, 2004
$5500.00 Excellent car, best I
have ever owned, great gas
mileage-average 38-42 mpg.
Stereo, CD, Automatic, Power
everything, Black Color, New
Brakes, Consumer Reports top
rated hybrid for several years
running. 144K miles (rated for
300K). Good tires. Hate to sell it,
but we have two cars, and they
w i l l  o n l y  s h i p  o n e .
093823196947
nkgilbertson@hotmail.com

MINI, S, 2006 $8900.00 For sale
is my red. The car is in great
shape and I am the original
owner. Car features automatic
transmission and is American
specs. AC does not work. It
stopped blowing cold air years
ago and I never had it repaired
since I live in Germany. Really
hate to sell it, but we bought a
new one! $8900 takes it.
patmcdoogle@yahoo.com willia
meaton70@yahoo.com

BMW, X3 28i, 2013 $32000.00
OBO, blue, black interior, 240
hp, automatic, 21500 miles,
heated seats, winter pkg, tec
pkg, Navigation, PDC, BMW
maint., no accidents, great
condition! pls call for pics
015140175122,
stephie.bolden@live.com

BMW 325, 325ti, 2002 $4900.00
FOR SALE ! German spec No
Accidents, Great Condition
Maintenance: All services com-
pleted on time Mileage: 160.000
km Gearing: Automatic; with
Manual BMW Steptronic Shifting
Cylinders: Inline 2.5 Liter
Straight 6 great gas mileage
Features: aluminium rims, navi-
gation, air condition, parking
assistance, power windows,
cruise control, front seat heat-
ing, sliding roof, non-smoking
car, 6 disc CD-changer Includes
a set of summer tires & rims and
w i n t e r  t i r e s  &  r i m s
0162-2963277 hanna_kraft@ho
tmail.com

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200.00
Just in time for summer. Car
runs great, reliable and lots of
fun. Email gf.booth@yahoo.com
or call between 1700 and 2100
at 0951-18527082. Located in
Bamberg.

Ford, Explorer XLT, 2008
$14000.00, 40,000 miles, good
condition, non smoker 2nd own-
er purchased in 2010.Roof rack,
4WD, back up sensors, rear dvd
package, in dash dvd, bluetooth
for cell phone, front and rear
climate control, seats 7 passen-
ger, clean title in hand. 14,000
OBO
traceyandkathy@yahoo.com

Subaru, Outback 3.6 Limited,
2012 $27900.00 AWD 3.6 L
engine, Gray with black leather
interior; sunroof, Power windows
and locks, Premium sound
system, Bluetooth, CD player
with USB and aux jacks, cold
weather package with heated
seats, and 25mpg highway
01712679174

VOLVO, XC70, 2009 $18500.00
US Specs, First Owner, Well
Maintained, Winter Tires, AWD,
6 Cyl 3.2 liter, Climate Package,
Heated Front Seats, Parking
Sensor, Dual Zone AC, Sunroof,
Integrated Rear Child Booster
Seats (2 each), Blue Tooth,
Heated front Seats, Multi CD
Player, more. Perfect Family
Car, PCS Sale, e-mail
BKSZN@yahoo.com or call
cell# 0162-296-2029 (Stuttgart).
email bob@kaszoni.com

BMW, 316i, 1997 $3000.00 Fun
silver two-door Automatic trans-
mission. Seat heaters. Summer
and winter tires all on wheels.
Perfect condition. Pictures aren't
loading, please email me for
pictures! 015256081938 erineli
zabef@hotmail.com

BMW, M3, 2011 $45000.00,
25,700 mi. US-Spec. Alpine
White & Black Premium Leather.
Tech, Premium, Cold, and Com-
petition Packages. Premium
Sound, Park Distance, DCT with
Drivelogic, Smart Phone Inte-
gration, and many other stand-
ard features. Garaged, Non-
Smoking, BMW Serviced, Free
US Shipping. Call Craig
+491703875097 DSN 421-5111

MAZDA, 6, 2008 $8000.00 -US
SPECS - Automatic - Winter and
Summer Tires (Only one set of
rims) - Power locks, indow,
seats - Below book value -
Clean - Great on gas - Available
immediately - 103k miles, yes
it's been in europe for 5 years.
Call or text 0170 733 8651
dsn314-598-3300

Mercedes, E-250 cdi, 2011
$37000.00, Advantgarde. Die-
sel, perfect condition, garaged,
metalic black, leather, heated
seats, navigation system, full
Mercedes servicing, parktronic,
multi contour seats, TUV valid
Nov 2015, 80 liter tank, premium
sound system, i-pod & USB, ski
bag, comfort phone, extra air-
bags, automatic steering head-
lights. Car in Berlin with original
o w n e r .  V I N
WDD2122031A306650. For
more information please contact
Paul at spencertdy@yahoo.com
or +49 171 765 2288.

BMW, 316 Compact, 1994
$2000.00 2 door red, good cond
suroof no rost German spec
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Harley Davidson, Road King
Classic, 2010 $18900.00 Excel-
lent touring motorcycle, lots of
fun and power. Low mileage,
brought from the US in Novem-
ber 2012. Lots of extras and
aftermarket parts make this bike
special. 5,000 mi serviced com-
pleted in April 2014. Standard
Features: 96 inch Twin cam
engine, 6 speed transmission,
cruise control, front fog lights,
detachable windshield, and vi-
bration reducing foot boards.
Aftermarket items: Screaming
Eagle stage one upgrade kit,
improved air cleaner, and ex-
haust system; plus many Tour-
ing extras. email Carl.e.moen@
gmail.com

Fiat, 500, 2009 $6000.00 1.2 8V
51KW (69PS) , automatic, AC,
CD. New M+S all weather tires.
next service (brakes) in
15000KM. recent synthetic oil
change. 35+ MPG. Available 6
July in Ramstein. non-smoking
owner. excellent condition +49
173 7344996 stitch_92@hotmai
l.com

BMW, 535i, 1998 $3500.00
Silver Automatic V8 Power
Locks and Windows Heated
Seats GREAT used second
car!015207266409 shenitamoo
n@ymail.com

Smart, ForTwo, 2007 $6500.00
Good Condition, Approx. 50,000
km Odometer, AC, Heat, De-
froster, Heated Seats, Moon-
roof. Comes with summer and
winter tires. Great car for getting
to and from work on a daily
basis. Available near the end of
J u n e .  C a l l :  J . R .  a t
0151-1965-1688.
johnrobert.taft@us.army.mil

Motorcycles 164

Volvo, XC60 T6, 2011
$29600.00 White exterior,
cream and brown leather interi-
or, all-wheel drive, xenon mov-
ing headlamps, all weather floor
and cargo mats, cargo gate for
pets or cargo, all seats heated,
premium sound, City Safety,
parking sensors, Bluetooth, dual
climate, and more. Please email
me for pictures and information
at cdezlowe@gmail.com. Loca-
ted in Illesheim•ad Windsheim
area.

Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Mercedes, E200,  1999
$3400.00 For sale is an AUTO-
MATIC Gorgeous blue-green
color. German specs, inspec-
tions passed. No problems!
Good shape - inside and
outside. It has 270,000 km.
$3400 cash please. We are in
W i e s b a d e n .  s e r g e l a n a
g m a i l . c o m .  C a l l
0176-69350-983.

Dodge, Magnum, 2008
$12000.00 Excellent Condition.
2.7 Liter. AirCond. Pwr Windows
Locks DriverSeat Pedals. MP3
Single Disc Sirus Radio. New
brakes rotors installed 2012. US
AND German Spec. Dealer
Maintained. +4917670328920 d
avid.leake@gmail.com

Volvo, V40, 2003 $4500.00
Perfect commuter car. One
owner -regular maintenance at
the dealership. Runs great.
Selling due to PCS in June. New
snow tires and rims available
also. contact: allingtonmj@gmai
l.com, Tel. 4915142303961

Jeep Grand Cherokee , 4x4,
Overland Summit, 2012
$34500.00, Excellent condition
and fully loaded , Mileage
26,500 and to many items to
cover- original purchase order
will cover 100% of all areas- will
send upon request - Trail Rated
Jeep - 5.7 Ltr- Unleaded - 7
Year 70,000 mile warranty,
transferable under conditions for
U.S. - Automatic Trans (6
speed) Geartronic - Remote
controlled DVD entertainment
system - Adaptive Cruise Con-
trol Extras: Winter tire wheel
package Weather Tech floor
a n d  r e a r  l i n e r
cz042006@gmail.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Insurance
Now Available -

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

Dodge, Nitro RT, 2007
$15000.00 OBO 1 owner non-
smoker, 4x4, Power Driver's
Seat, PW, remote start, 2 sets of
rims and tires both sets about
50%, new breaks, NAV and in
dash DVD by Mopar, park
assist, dealer maintained. Re-
cently bought a new car and
don't want to pay to ship her
back to the US. Some scratches
in the paint and a small crack in
the rear bumper cover but
overall in outstanding condition.
No dealers please. dxocculta@
hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Mercedes Benz, SLK 320, 2001
$8300.00 German Specs, Mer-
cedes maintained with all re-
cords, new tires, new brakes, all
leather, heated seats, navi.
winter tires on separate rims.
360 horsepower in a little car
means an amazing driving expe-
rience. Spring maintenance just
complete with no issues on the
horizon. If I wasn't leaving
Germany, I wouldn't be selling.
all serious offers considered.
email pellatons@yahoo.com
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Renault, Gran Scenic 1.9dCi,
2004 $4899.00 7-seat (two
collapse in trunk), German
Spec.6 spd, 1.9l dCi Diesel,
158.000km, extremely econom-
ic, 40mpG. Keyless start, auto-
matic hand-brake, auto-lights
and auto-wipers. Has PW, PDL,
folding PM, CC, on-board com-
puter, 6 air bags, AM FM-CD,
traction control, trunk cover,
tons of storage compartments,
etc. Passed German and US
inspection. New trailer hitch, 4x
aluminum rims and excellent
winter tires on steel rims.
Removable roof carrier & rack,
rubber mats. Vehicle is in
Hohenfels, 0172-6249906, blim
ey007@hotmail.com

BMW, 530xi, 2008 $15000.00
Monaco blue metallic, 272 HP,
auto trans, leather, AWD, key-
less entry & start, sunroof,
anti-dazzle mirrors, wood trim,
cup holders, elec seats with
memory, heated fr. seats, park
distance contr, headlight wash
system, xenon adaptive lights,
AUXILIARY HEATING, cruise
with braking, lights package,
runflat tires with alum mag rear
tires, alum winter tires, USB
iTunes hookup, Navi Business,
voice control, Bluetooth for Cell
Phone, leather M3 steering
wheel, BMW High End Audio
sys, Eng lang and owners
handbk, all highway miles btwn
Wiesb and Darm. $68K new.
1 1 8 K  M i ,  G E  s p e c
06123-601276 kiedrich.bill@gm
ail.com

VW, Jetta GLI, 2013 $25500.00,
with Autobahn package, loaded!
2yr free service and VW warran-
ty. 18" performance tire & wheel
package. European nav maps
loaded. Rear camera, etc.
06374 992270

Volvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,
2006 $7800.00 Fully loaded:
(Diesel) 6 Speed manual trans-
mission Electric windows, mir-
rors, cruise control, sunroof
European Navigation System,
Intermittent wipers, Winter heat-
er, heated seats, surround
sound stereo system, winter and
summer tires dealer maintained
h_young22@hotmail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan SXT,
2008 $9000.00 ; Bright Silver
Metallic Clearcoat; 90,380 miles;
230ci V6 3.8L SXT automatic;
Power sliding doors, windows,
locks, driver seat; Stow and Go
seating (2nd and 3rd row seats
fold into the floor); OEM radio
with CD; Multi-zone AC; Cruise
control; ABS; Privacy glass;
Winter tires,
marioa.adams@yahoo.com

Ford, Shelby GT500, 2013
$10000.00 Make offer Parts
from 6 speed transmission,
Clutch and pressure plate, hy-
draulic throwout bearing, carbon
fiber driveshaft, differential with
adjustable shocks, sway bars,
scratched wheels
hubert.h.hill.civ@mail.mil

Honda, Pilot, 2007 $9250.00
This is a EX-L with 128,300
miles. It is a very dependable
vehicle that has seen most of
Europe! Very well maintained
with all maintenance paperwork.
New All weather tires (less than
3K miles); New brakes & rotors
(less than 3K miles); Water
pump and timing belt replaced
at*round 110K miles. Clean title
in hand. Selling due to PCS.
Non-smoking family. Inspection
thru Sep 2015. Only two own-
ers. call Dave at 071125394158.
Located in Stuttgart. $9250
O B O ,  e m a i l
eliwin5@hotmail.com

BMW, 528i, 1998 $4300.00
Light blue. Solid cruiser. Moon
roof, pwr seats, pwr windows.
Alloy wheels. New tires, rear
springs, front brakes. Frankfurt
& Wiesbaden & Mainz area.
andrew.matus@gmail.com

Dodge , Durango, 2003
$6999.00 Red Dodge Durango
with Third row seating. Push Bar
bumper. Contact Keith at
015257394574
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Volkswagen, Passat GLX,
2003 $5865.00 6 4 motion.
automatic. Leather seats heat-
ed, AC CD roof rack, sun roof
and winter tires. Excellent condi-
tion one owner vehicle with all
service up to date. Dependable
and reliable car perfect for
German winters 06563960503
raynor.buckley@eu.dodea.edu

VW, JETTA 2.0 TDI, 2013
$23600.00 Excellent Condition
16,800 miles $23,600 2.0L
Turbo, TDI, 140HP, AC, 6 speed
manual, PWs, NAV CD, Premi-
um sound, ABS, Dual Front Air
Bags, sun roof, premium
wheels, fog lights, complete set
of winter tires with rims; 35 - 42
MPG; Cell #: 015122372496
m.carlos.trevino@gmail.com

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998, $1900.00 , All
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Liter V-6, 225
HP, Electronic Stability Control,
Braking Assist System, Metallic
Blue with Blue Upholstery. Heat-
ed Front Seats, Orthopedically
Adjustable Drivers Seat. Glass
Sunroof. Becker & Bose HIFI
System, Reliable Car, Used
Daily, Good Mileage, Has been
in my possession for 10 years,
High kms but well maintained,
uses no oil. Can be seen in
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
non-op. If interested please call
0 6 1 1 - 6 0 9 1 0 6 4 0  o r
015223389615 0162-6410840

BMW, 523I, 1999 $5000.00 6
CYL, 5 Spd Manual, Runs and
looks new! 32 MPG, Heated
Leather Seats, 6 disk CD
Changer. New Tires•rakes,
R i d e s  A w e s o m e !
0174-925-6999

Porsche, Boxster S, 2008
$33500.00 Excellent Condition
(US SPECS) Last Service Apr.
2014 3.4 L Boxter S Color:
Carrara White & Cocco BRN
Top Beige, Heated Leather
seats with custom molding OP-
TIONS: PPAT- Pref. Pkg with
Tip (shift Paddles) Wind Deflec-
tor Self Dim mirrors Rain
Sensors Color Crest Wheel
Caps Bose Surround System &
Custom Alpine Touch -Screen,
multimedia Stereo + Navigation
(Have original CD+Radio) Cus-
tom Car Cover More pics are
avai lable 0151-29163586
ray.lol@gmail.com

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 $19500.00
very clean black GTI with 220
hp 4 door sunroof US spec.
0 1 7 2 8 6 1 6 5 0 5
sreinhold@freenet.de

Corvette, Coupe, 2000 , White,
Black Leather, Auto Trans, Fully
loaded, 55,000 Miles. Exc.
Cond. Both white and clear
changeable Roof Top. Only
driven in the summer. Stored
and cover-up in a Garage.
$16,500.00 Firm. Contact:
0172-533-4360.

Honda , Jazz, 2011-European
Specs -Manual Transmission
-60,000+ Kilometers -Summer &
Winter Tires -Great Condition
-Dealer Maintained -Great Fuel
Economy For more information
or to view contact via e-mail. I
bought it in 2011 from a soldier
who bought it brand new. No
accidents and has been serv-
iced only by the local Honda
Dealership. Has both summer
and winter tires with plenty of
trend on them. Asking $8,500. If
interested in viewing and test
driving it please contact me and
we'll make the arrangements.
01622549145 michael.weaver1
@us.army.mil

Volkswagen, Jetta GLI, 2013
$25500.00, fully loaded! Save
$6000 over new one! Has
RNS510 nav with European
maps loaded with speed warn-
ing; sunroof; DSG auto trans-
mission; leather; LED taillights;
210hp engine; 2 year full
warranty with free oil changes;
Car smells and appears show-
room new! Exterior is platinum
gray metallic with black leather
interior. 10000miles $25500
obo. Email pontiac3800@yaho
o.com or call 1630-2100. 06374
992270

Porsche, Boxster S, 2003
$18000.00 Just tuned up and
certified by Porsche Nuremberg.
US Spec. Sport package. Bose
premium sound. 18" alloy
wheels. Brand new tires, xenon
headlamps and water pump.
Interior and paint look great -
fresh back from detailing at
dealer. Extremely fun car to
drive in Germany, tops out over
1 8 6  m p h !
gtwellman@gmail.com

Chrysler, PT Cruiser Touring
Edition, 2006 $4250.00 US
Specs! Single owner - Low
Mileage - Runs great! $1000
below KBB due to impending
PCS move. Valid 2014 Swiss
Highway sticker included. 3x
1000 watt transformers included
as bonus!! Call 01702967495 for
more info.

Honda, Civic, 2012 $20000.00,
SI, 6 speed, 4-door, US Spec,
015146603465 A_ketchum03@
hotmail.com

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998, $1900.00 , All
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Liter V-6, 225
HP, Electronic Stability Control,
Braking Assist System, Metallic
Blue with Blue Upholstery. Heat-
ed Front Seats, Orthopedically
Adjustable Drivers Seat. Glass
Sunroof. Becker & Bose HIFI
System, Reliable Car, Used
Daily, Good Mileage, Has been
in my possession for 10 years,
High kms but well maintained,
uses no oil. Can be seen in
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
non-op. If interested please call
0 6 1 1 - 6 0 9 1 0 6 4 0  o r
015223389615

BMW, 328i, 2008, LOCATED
AT US EMBASSY PRAGUE.
We are leaving EUR, and the
car can't go with us. This
U.S.-spec model has heated
leather seats, moon-roof, blue-
tooth enabled, 6-speaker sur-
round sound, CD and MP3
capable audio system. Comes
with snow tires (bought in 2010)
and summer tires (bought in
2011). Price $17,500 OBO. If
interested, you need to move
fast, as it ships to US in early
June if we can't get a buyer.
420-602-691-297
stuart.schaag@trade.gov

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Honda, Accord Coupe, 2006
$8999.00 EX-L fully loaded to
include U.S. navigation. Brand
new Honda floor mats, oil, and
oil filters included in purchase.
Available now for showing and
test drive although available for
purchase on 20 June. Price
negotiable. email
scottmiami8@gmail.com

Toyota, Tundra 4WD, 2010
$26000.00 T, double cab -
Leather seats (heated front) - 6
Disc cd changer - Back up
camera and sensors - Long bed
- Just under 48,000 Miles - Bed
cover and Bed liner - Brand new
all weather tires (one week) -
Limited edition - WAY below
book value for either the private
sale and off course the dealer
price Call or text for a test drive
at 0170 7338651 dsn
314-598-3300

VW, Golf 2011, MY LOSS,
YOUR GAIN! Retiring to Italy,
they'll make me change the
American specs to Euro, & pay
22% tax on initial price! My
silver Baby gets 45 MPG, is fully
loaded with manual 6-speed
overdrive, traction & stability
control, ABS (4 wheel), Power
Steeringindows—oors, Tilt

wheel, Keyless entry, A
, Dual Airbags, Side Air Bags,
Front & Rear Head Curtain Air
Bags. Sound system includes
AMM Stereo, MP3, CD, Sirius
satellite and Bluetooth Wireless.
Daytime running lights. 48K
miles. Very good condition, price
includes winter tires. $16,698.
Inspection due in June, so she'll
be in perfect health for you!
Dealer maintained. Call Jan,
0 1 6 0 9 - 2 3 3 - 2 1 8 5 ,  D S N
4 6 7 - 2 3 9 2 ,  o r  e v e s .
09820-918-6509, Ansbach.
Available end of July

Pontiac Sunfire, 2dr Sports
Coupe SE, 2002 $1990.00 -
140-hp, 2.2-liter 4-cyl - 4-speed
AUTOMATIC! - Front wheel
drive, - Fuel Efficient Tan sports
car !! - MPG 23 25 city 33 hwy !!
- Great in snow!! - AUTOTRAD-
ER list this car for $5,495 -
Asking only $1990.- o.b.o - 45 &
45 Reclining Bucket Seats, -
ABS brakes - Dual front airbags,
- Spoiler, - Power steering +
more - non-smoker 4856763

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van SE, 2009 $12490.00 A
GREAT FAMILY CAR Recently
passed inspection! Owned and
maintained by one family. - 7
seats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertainment Center - Dual
Sliding Doors - Navigation Sys-
tem - Automatic Transmission -
Cloth Seats - Keyless entry -
Power Windows, locks, mirrors -
ABS Brakes - Cruise control -
Front, Side and Curtain Airbags
- AM FM Radio with CD Player
with MP3 and AUX - Hard Drive
(HDD) for storing music - 16\\\
onassisromero@yahoo.com

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998 $1900.00, All
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Liter V-6, 225
HP, Electronic Stability Control,
Braking Assist System, Metallic
Blue with Blue Upholstery. Heat-
ed Front Seats, Orthopedically
Adjustable Drivers Seat. Glass
Sunroof. Becker Bose HIFI
System, Reliable Car, Used
Daily, Good Mileage, Has been
in my possession for 10 years,
High kms but well maintained,
uses no oil. Can be seen in
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
non-op. If interested please call
0 6 1 1 - 6 0 9 1 0 6 4 0  o r
015223389615

Ford, Ranger XLT, 2008
$7000.00 This truck is in good
condition and gets great gas
mileage and has been very well
maintained using synthetic fluids
since it was new. It has a 4 Cyl
2.3 engine, Pirelli tires and the
brakes were replaced last year.
Has a bed liner for easy clean
u p  a n d  r u n s  g r e a t .
crewsdg@yahoo.com

Opel, Astra - DIESEL, 2001
$2000.00 Opel Astra 2001, runs
great, DIESEL. 5 speed &
manual transmission. Just
passed inspection! 390K km.
PCSing must sell! Only $2000
(or 1500 eu). We are in
Wiesbaden. 017669350983
sergelana@gmail.com

Chevy Equinox 3.4 4D FWD,
LT, 2006 $8500.00 Red, 6 CD,
TC, Cruss but dc, Fog lights,
Engine Repair by Bosch Info
call, new Complete exhaust (cat
resonater and and muffler). Two
sets of Tires set on orignal 16'
all wheater and set of summer
20' crome wheels must call and
see. 01726223750

Mercedes Benz, C220, 1995,
$2400.00 Elegance, 2.2 liter 4
cyl. 16 valve gas engine, 150
HP. 137,000 kms, Blue Auto-
matic, Sunroof, Folding Rear
Seats. Summer and winter tires.
Runs Well, Good Gas Mileage
and Reliable. Recently Serviced,
New Usareur inspection. Car is
in Wiesbaden 0611-60910640
or 0162-6410840

Mercedes, E320,  2000
$7900.00 Mercedes E320, Auto-
matic, 145000 km, silver color,
with alloy wheels EMAIL for pics
(2000 eu originally!) with sum-
mer tires all-season tires on
original hubcaps, leather interi-
or, heated seats, sunroof, DVDs
in headrests, extra-fully loaded,
& perfect mechanically! Europe-
an spec.! Smooth and quiet-
drives as 3 year-old car! Super
nice car! $7900 (or 5700 Euros)
Wiesbaden Hainerberg housing.
We will consider a reasonable
offer. sergelana@gmail.com
0176-69350-983

Chevrolet, Corvette Grand
Sport, 2011 $41000.00 3LT
Package, 436 HP, unique Crys-
tal Tint Red, US Navigation,
Chrome Wheels, Translucent
Removable Top (stores in
trunk), Bose Stereo, Dual Mode
Exhaust, Clear Bra, Integrated
Radar
ase Detector. IMMACULATE!
Price just reduced...+49 (0)1609
1309 303, email eric.reeves.3.c
tr@us.af.mil

VW, Golf, 2011 $16698.00 MY
LOSS, YOUR GAIN! Retiring to
Italy, they'll make me change
the American specs to Euro, &
pay 22% tax on initial price! My
silver Baby gets 45 MPG, is fully
loaded with manual 6-speed
overdrive, traction & stability
control, ABS (4 wheel), Power
Steering & Windows & Doors,
Tilt wheel, Keyless entry, AC,
Dual Airbags, Side Air Bags,
Front & Rear Head Curtain Air
Bags. Sound system includes
AM FM Stereo, MP3, CD, Sirius
satellite and Bluetooth Wireless.
Daytime running lights. 48K
miles. Very good condition, price
includes winter tires. $16,698.
Inspection due in June, so she'll
be in perfect health for you!
Dealer maintained. Call Jan,
0 1 6 0 9 - 2 3 3 - 2 1 8 5 ,  D S N
4 6 7 - 2 3 9 2 ,  o r  e v e s .
09820-918-6509, Ansbach.
Available end of July. janice.a.g
unn.civ@mail.mil

Subaru, Outback XT Limited,
2008 $16600.00 This is not your
everyday station wagon! It has
an inter-cooled, turbocharged
2.5 liter boxer engine making
nearly 250 horsepower and 250
lb ft of torque. It can more than
hold its own on the fastest
Autobahn and still climb snow
covered hills with full-time all-
wheel drive. Equipped with
Subaru iDrive system with three
engine MAPs and sport-tuned
suspension. It can do all of this
in comfort, with perforated leath-
er power seats, power windows,
sun roof, and automatic climate
control. The Outback XT was
only made for a few years and
has been completely discontin-
ued by Subaru, so they have
become very rare. We are
PCS'ing back to our farm in
Virginia and need a truck, so we
have priced it well below book
value. Comes with an extra set
of four snow tires with 90%
tread remaining. 53K miles and
well cared for. Meet at Patch for
a test drive. +49 (0) 7073 917
7737 GSRiders@mac.com

Mercedes Benz, C220, 1995
$2400.00, Elegance, 2.2 liter 4
cyl. 16 valve gas engine, 150
HP. 137,000 kms, Blue Auto-
matic, Sunroof, Folding Rear
Seats. Summer and winter tires.
Runs Well, Good Gas Mileage
and Reliable. Recently Serviced,
New Usareur inspection. Car is
in Wiesbaden 0611-60910640

FORD, MONDEO GHIA WAG-
ON 16v 2.0, 2000 $2000
OBO,European spec, Just
PASSED INSPECTION 19 MAY
2014,164,000 KM=to 102,000
Miles, 2nd owner, Great car no
problems, Almost new M&S all
season tires, Good on gas gets
about 30 miles to the gallon.
manual 5 speed, Keyless entry,-
clean interior,non smoker, heat-
ed seats, lumbar support, en-
gine heater, CD player with
steering controls, fog lights,
power windows, power door
locks, cruse control, AC, air-
bags. Well maintained! PCSing
need to sell. Call 015207932037
or Email shannoncamp79@gm
ail.com
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Recliner $25.00 Older Green
velour recliner w/ heater and
vibrator 046-806-7803 lindatrav
els49@hotmail.com

Samsung TV $50.00 Samsung
Wide/Full HD LCD 46 TV Needs
new computer chip (turns itself
on and off and changes chan-
nels) 046-806-7803 lindatravels
49@hotmail.com

Ssangyong, Musso, 1996
$1695.00 We'll maintained vehi-
cle. Excellent family vehicle Call
f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .
010-2594-7212

Toyota, Raum, 1998 $1200.00
JCI until September 2015, good
heater and AC, New front
shocks 2014, new front tires
2013, new brakes and rear tires
2012 046-806-7803 lindatravels
49@hotmail.com

KIA, Spectra, 2000 $2100.00
Auto, 4dr, power lock/windows,
A/C, heated seats, and more.
Runs great and low cost mainte-
nance. $2100/OBO. Call or Text
a t  0 1 0 - 8 9 5 2 - 1 4 5 3
0 1 0 - 8 9 5 2 - 1 4 5 3
enterpak@hotmail.com

Loveseat Recliner $100.00
Leather red wine colored reclin-
er love seat - like new
046-806-7803 lindatravels49@
hotmail.com

Epson Stylus printer $50.00
Epson stylus printer w/ wifi -
used once 046-806-7803 lindatr
avels49@hotmail.com

Toyota, Solara, 2007 $7500.00
2007 Toyota Solara SE Coupe
(KBB $8,400, asking $7,500)
SOFA registered, car runs great
and high MPG, Automatic
Transmission, 80K miles, new
tint, multi disc changer, new oil
change, recent interior detail,
e t c .  C o n t a c t :
j a e h e e . y u @ g m a i l . c o m ,
0 1 0 - 6 7 7 9 - 4 4 4 8 .
jaehee.yu@gmail.com

Toyota, bB, 2008 $5000.00
Great Car! 2014 Road Tax paid
JCI till 22 May 2015 Keyless
Entry Remote Start New Tires
2465782 yeo@heiwa.com

Ford, Escape, 2008 $9000.00
2008 Ford Escape XLS Sport
Utility 4-door, 4 wheel Drive,
automatic . just over 51,000
miles. Runs great, COLD ac,
new tires, new breaks (extra set
of parts to change out all breaks
again that will come with the
car) Kelly Blue book in fair
condition with mileage =
$10,881 Asking $9,000 Call
Paul @ 010-4727-3772 Email:
paulsrichards77@gmail.com pa
ulsrichards77@gmail.com

2 TV Stands $25.00 50" Glass
TV stand w/2 shelves - $25 37"
TV stand w/ glass doors and 2
shelves $25 046-806-7803 lind
atravels49@hotmail.com

Home Electronics 570Furniture 510

Ford, Fiesta, 2011 $12000.00
2011 Ford Fiesta SEL Sedan,
Red, 4 door, automatic, full
leather black interior. Fully loa-
ded, Just over 3,000 miles,
Only!!! basically a new car!!!
Kelley Blue book in good
condition= $13,721 Asking Only
$12,000 Call  Paul @
010-4727-3772 Email: paulsrich
ards77@gmail.com paulsrichar
ds77@gmail.com

Ford, Escape, 2006 $6000.00
Second owner. New tires. All
weather floor mats. Waterproof
seat covers. Sun roof. No major
paint scratches. Small ding on
right rear passenger door. Trail-
er hitch. Running boards. KBB is
$7,000. 010-2610-6739 tristan.
k.betts.mil@mail.mil

Recliner Loveseat $100.00
PCSing. Need to sell Red Wine
colored leather recliner love seat
046-806-7803 lindatravels49@
hotmail.com

Mini, Countryman S, 2013
$29000.00 Here are the features
in the Mini Countryman: Blazing
red, Sports Package, Technolo-
gy Package (Bluetooth, Navi,) ,
Auto with Pad Shifters and Low
Mileage. It's great for getting
around Korea. $29,000 or best
o f f e r . . c a l l / t e x t  m e  @
010-4724-3469 or email shinar
d . p a t t e r s o n @ g m a i l . c o m
3159396048 shinard.j.patterson
.civ@mail.mil

Ford, E350XLT Super Duty
Conversion VAN, 2008
$19000.00 Rocky Ridge Con-
version VAN 7 Passenger, Like
Brand New, V-8/5.4L All Leath-
er, Deluxe Wood Interior Power
Door-Locks Windows Mirrors
CaptainâÄ™s Chairs, Dual
Front & Rear AC & Heat 19 inch
LCD TV with DVD player JVC
Stereo w Bluetooth Ph and iPod
docking 3D Navi with traffic
condition, Rear view camera w
backup sensors, HD BlackBox
Wireless headsets, PS2 Game
console, Philips LED DRL, Third
row seat can be a flat bed Can
drive on highway BUS lane, 20
in Chrome Wheels, $19,000
O B O  0 1 0 - 9 9 2 4 - 8 3 3 2
010-9924-8332

BMW, 320i, 2005 $6800.00 Mint
condition 2005 BMW 320i.
Beautiful car in outstanding
condition. Runs great - BMW
serviced w/records. leather/hea-
ted seats; navigation, cool AC;
new mats; JCI - 24 more
months. Purchased this care
from Yanase 2 years ago. Car is
beautiful and fun to drive! Low
miles! 44500 original miles. Can
see at Zama area or Yokosuka.
Call Gary at 090 6482 4289 090
6482 4289 sandiegogary@yah
oo.com

BMW, F650GS DAKAR, 2005
$4900.00 Excellent condition All
original Only 6089 miles ABS
Heated grips Hand guards En-
gine guard New front and rear
brake pads $4,900 or best offer
010-2027-7059 010-2027-7059

Announcements 040 Autos for Sale
- Japan 146

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Autos for Sale
- Korea 148

Motorcycles - Korea 168 Furniture 510

Rippen Upright  P iano
$1300.00 Rippen upright piano-
light-colored wood. Originally
sold in 1985. Excellent condi-
tion. Price negotiable. You pick
up in Thrapston, United King-
dom. (44)1832720409

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Smith&Wesson Model 64 Re-
volver For Sale $250.00 Model
64 S&W .38 Cal. Special,
K-Frame revolver, Stainless
steel Frame & cylinder like new ,
less than 12 rounds through it,
with holsters. Contact Bob at
D S N  4 9 3 - 4 0 3 7 ,  c e l l
0172-5722844 06303-6254 rl-k
abig20@hotmail.com

Travel 1000

Honda, CBR1000F, 1991
$900.00, 6-speed, chain
drive,new front brakes, tires and
battery last spring, fresh oil
change and filter. 51K km,
passed inspection Apr 18. Not
cosmetically perfect, but still
very powerful and runs strong.
German specs, well maintained
and adult owned, bought in Aug
2007. Garage-kept, comes with
storage trunk, $900 or reasona-
ble offer. contact me at poco-
m o o l a h y a h o o . c o m ,  o r
07157-538-134, please leave
VM if I don't answer. Stuttgart
area.

PRS Guitar $850.00 Tremonti
SE electric guitar, gloss black.
Professionally set up and has
new Seymour Duncan Whole
Lotta Humbucker pickups. In-
cludes new PRS hard shell
case. roundabout7803@yahoo.
com

Rifle for Sale $200.00 Reming-
ton 30-06 rifle left handed. Will
sell only to individual with WBK
email: papasmurf09009@yaho
o.com

Suzuki, Hayabusa GXR 1300 -
Limited Edition, 2004 $7200.00
Very rare BUSA, designed for
serious sport riders. A combina-
tion of power, crisp handling,
and aerodynamics. In excellent
Show Room condition! Original
Owner. Serviced only at author-
ized Suzuki Dealers. Includes:
Leo Vince Slip On Pipes, Gel
Seats, Chrome Wheels, Chrome
Wind Deflector, also, original
parts (Polished Black & Chrome
Wheels, Wind Deflector, Stock
Pipes) will be included. If
interested, please contact MJ at
0162-296-8208.

Classic Dining Room Cabinet
$349.00 Classic solid German
dining room cabinet; 2 piece;
3Â½ x 6 ft (110 x 190 cm).
carlosdeleon38@hotmail.com

Musical Instruments740

Rifle for Sale $150.00 Savage
243 rifle left handed for sell. Will
only sell to person with a WBK.
email: papasmurf09009@yaho
o.com

Tacima Transformer 2000 Watts
$60.00 Selling a Tacima Trans-
former 2000 Watts Model num-
ber SC 5565. If you dont want to
spend hundreds for a new one
or just need a replacement. I am
selling because I dont really use
it. It still works. Its quiet and
small. ss2day@gmail.com

Toyota, FJ Cruiser, 2007
$18900.00 Excellent condition,
all-around ulitmate fun-SUV! A
rugged and retro-inspired mid-
size SUV, the FJ Cruiser is the
classic FJ 40 brought back to
life in a modern version. Also,
just had a professional shop do
a complete brake job with all
new rotors, ceramic brake pads
AND new front calipers, so you
can stop on a dime or euro
whether your on the Autobahn,
in the city or doing some serious
off-roading which this SUV
would climb a tree, if it could get
traction (has a real rear locking
diff.)! +49 1626 01 1470
jdeskelson@yahoo.com

Large Comfortable Leather
Couch in blue leather seats 6.
Well maintained in good condi-
tion. Color slightly worn on one
seat. Very comfortable & easy to
clean. Price 750 euros OBO
jteeselink@hotmail.com

Rex, Monaco, 2013, $800.00
Purchased new last summer.
Only 330km, still under warranty
until July 2015. 125cc, German
taxes paid if you need German
tags. currently registered under
US system. $800 obo.
scottdude71@hotmail.com

Home Electronics 570
ROLEX Submariner, Black
Face $5000.00 Excellent condi-
tion Rolex Submariner black
face, serviced per Rolex sched-
ule at authorized Rolex dealers;
possesses original box, tags etc;
p a i d  $ 6 , 6 1 5 . 0 0
cz042006@gmail.com

Furniture 510
Harley-Davidson, Road King
CVO 110th ANV FLHRSE5,
2 0 1 3  $ 3 5 0 0 0 . 0 0  1 4 4
900.Awesome Condition Blk Ob-
sidian DiamondDust with Ster-
eo. AC vo Accessories, 8k
Extras:Detach 110Tour Pak with
Organizer,Added Passing
Lamps, V&HPwrDuals Monster
Round SlipOns,SeRaceTuner,
Swept Wing Pass Foot Board-
sSlipS treamInserts, Stock Pass
Pegs Moved to AdjHwy Peg-
Mount,Chrome Switches, Gara-
geOpener, Idependent Aux-
Lamp WireKit. +4917670328920
david.leake@gmail.com

New 2014 Callaway Golf Clubs
$1700.00 Driver 3 & 5 wood,
Apex irons #5*W, Men's Right
Hand, Senior Flex, Never Used.
If interest, call 06732-4098 Don't
w r i t e  back  on  he re .
063136159012

Jewelry 610

CAT B15 Smartphone $350.00
Have two good condition barely
used CAT B15 The Cat B15 is
made of tough stuff. Its alumi-
num body, toughened casing
and Corning Gorilla glass
screen make the Cat B15
impact-resistant, scratch-
resistant, dust and waterproof.
The Cat B15 runs on Android
4.1 (Jelly Bean) and is powered
by a 2000mAh battery and
dual-core 1GHz processor. Loa-
ded with smart features Rugged
a n d  d e p e n d a b l e .
cz042006@gmail.com

Sporting Goods 980

GERMAN KITCHEN FOR SALE
$350.00 I am selling my german
kitchen for 200 euro or 350USD
15 August. The color is red and
you would need to disconnect it
yourself. Please contact me at
redrosesare@hotmail.com or
01737941167.

Cellular Phones 280

German Appliances $20.00 I am
relocating back to the USA 1
September and am selling ger-
man appliances ;toasters lamps
irons rice cooker rotissere oven,
etc.from 10USD and up! Please
contact me at
redrosesare@hotmail.com or
01737941167

Honda, CRF230F, 2004
$2570.00 AWESOME fun, dual-
sport enduro street legal bike!
Bought it for $3875 and put
$1400 in BBR mods & $450 in
Baja Designs dual-sport kit into
it, so that's $ 5725 total, so
asking $2570 obo. By the way,
the 2014 model costs $4999, so
that's saving of over $2400 right
off the bat for 2x the bike!
MODIFICATIONS: BBR Racing
Pipe, High Flow Dual Stage Air
Filter, iCAT spark enhancer,
BBR skid plate, BBR Linkage
raises the seat height 1 inch, HD
fork springs, HD Rear springs,
BBR cam cover,jet kit, Trail
Tech LCD instruments cluster &
computer! +49 1626 01 1470
jdeskelson@yahoo.com

Harley-Davidson, Road Glide
Ultra (FLTRU), 2012 $20500.00
US spec; Big Blue Pearl;
cross-spoke wheels; 9,600 mi.
Excellent condition, always ga-
raged and adult ridden, no
issues at all. Over $6K in
upgrades (full V&H exhaust,
Dynojet Power Vision, 12" Wild
1 apes, monotubes, Mustang
seat with driver backrest, quick
detach tour-pak, and lots of
extra chrome!). Too much to list
here; send me a message for
additional details and pics. Pri-
vate sale and I have the Title in
hand. The bike is located in
Wiesbaden. 0151 2751 8471

Ford, Escape, 2009 $12000.00.
Great condition. Single owner
(non smoker) purchased in
2010. Perfect size for traveling
around Europe. Freshly de-
tailed. Brand new front lower
control arms with ball joints,
control arm links and brake
pads. Minor bumper damage
from when it was shipped over
here, $1000 taken off of the
price to cover (damage seen in
trunk picture). Kelly Blue Book
Value even with bumper dam-
age is $13,333. Ready to pick
up any time. Front wheel drive 6
cyl engine, 57,000 miles Back
row folds flat Sync system with
Blue tooth Key pad entry Tinted
windows Roof rack Fog lights
Down hill assist Cargo cover CD
player Sirius Radio Ready All
weather tires only 1 year old
01747082959 militaryguy77@g
mail.com

Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$2000.00 Silver; power brakes,
steering, windows, doors, and
locks; AC; radio CD tape player;
bucket seats; new brakes, tires,
and tyrods; hail damage; runs
great, can seat 7. Photos are
p r e - h a i l  d a m a g e .
timelost@gmail.com

Apple Mac Mini $650.00 Comes
loaded with Adobe CS5, Adobe
Lightroom 4, Adobe Elements 8,
full suite of Windows Office
2011. Computer details: Apple
Mac Mini 2.5GHz, dual core i5,
500GB storage , 8GB DDR3
SDRAM, AMD Radeon HD
6630M Processor with 256MB of
GDDR5 SDRAM. HDMI and
Thunderbolt output. SDXC card
slot, four USB ports, 802.11
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 4.0 + EDR.
Optical digital output and MAC
OS-X. (Mouse, Keyboard and
24 inch LED monitor will cost
extra). $650 or best offer. Brett
0151-22346825. mineralgrey@
yahoo.com

4 Quality Hand Guns & Pistols
$950.00 1 - Mint, never fired
limited edition Desert Storm
9mm Beretta. 1- 9mm - CZ 75
fired only 3 times. 2- 32cal - CZ
50 fired only 3 times. Buyer
must ensure that they have the
appropriate documents and au-
thorization to have hand guns in
the country of residence, i.e.
German WBK or hunting license
and appropriate storage loca-
tion. Price is very little negotia-
ble. Contact me and I will email
you photos. I was not able to
load them in the ad. alexstarsky
@yahoo.com

Miscellaneous 1040Motorcycles 164 Motorcycles 164 Sport Utility Vehicle 172 Trucks 174 Computers 360 Furniture/Appliances 511 Person to Person 800
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College baseball

NCAA super regionals
Best-of-three

At Jim Patterson Stadium
Louisville, Ky.

Louisville 5, Kennesaw State 3
Louisville 7, Kennesaw State 4, Louis-

ville advances
At Hawkins Field
Nashville, Tenn.

Vanderbilt 11, Stanford 6
Stanford 5, Vanderbilt 4
Vanderbilt 12, Stanford 5, Vanderbilt 

advances
At Allie P. Reynolds Stadium

Stillwater, Okla.
UC Irvine 8, Oklahoma State 4
UC Irvine 1, Oklahoma State 0, UC Ir-

vine advances
At UFCU Disch-Falk Field

Austin, Texas
Texas 4, Houston 2
Texas 4, Houston 0, Texas advances

At Davenport Field
Charlottesville, Va.

Maryland 5, Virginia 4
Virginia 7, Maryland 3
Monday: Virginia 11, Maryland 2, Vir-

ginia advances
At M.L. ‘Tigue’ Moore Field

Lafayette, La.
Louisiana-Lafayette 9, Mississippi 5
Mississippi 5, Louisiana-Lafayette 2
Monday: Mississippi 10, Louisiana-La-

fayette 4, Mississippi advances
At Charlie and Marie Lupton Stadium

Fort Worth, Texas
TCU 3, Pepperdine 2
Pepperdine 3, TCU 2
Monday: TCU 6, Pepperdine 5, TCU ad-

vances
At Rip Griffin Park

Lubbock, Texas
Texas Tech 1, College of Charleston 0
Texas Tech 1, College of Charleston 0, 

Texas Tech advances

World Series
At TD Ameritrade Park Omaha

Omaha, Neb.
Double Elimination

x-if necessary
Saturday, June 14

Game 1 — UC Irvine (40-23) vs. Texas 
(43-19)

Game 2 — Louisville (50-15) vs. Van-
derbilt (46-19)

Sunday, June 15
Game 3 — Texas Tech (45-19) vs. TCU 

(47-16)
Game 4 — Virginia (49-14) vs. Missis-

sippi (46-19)
Monday, June 16

Game 5 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 
loser

Game 6 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner

Tuesday, June 17
Game 7 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 

loser
Game 8 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 

winner
Wednesday, June 18

Game 9 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 6 
loser

Thursday, June 19
Game 10 — Game 7 winner vs. Game 

8 loser
Friday, June 20

Game 11 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 
9 winner

Game 12 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 
10 winner

Saturday, June 21
x-Game 13 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

9 winner
x-Game 14 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 

10 winner
Championship Series

(Best-of-three)
Monday, June 23: Pairings TBA
Tuesday, June 24: Pairings TBA
x-Wednesday, June 25: Pairings TBA

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 5 3 .625 —
Chicago 5 3 .625 —
Indiana 4 4 .500 1
Washington 4 4 .500 1
New York 3 5 .375 2
Connecticut 3 6 .333 2½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 8 1 .889 —
Phoenix 5 2 .714 2
San Antonio 4 5 .444 4
Los Angeles 3 4 .429 4
Seattle 3 6 .333 5
Tulsa 1 5 .167 5½

Saturday’s games
Atlanta 97, Chicago 59
Connecticut 88, Indiana 71
Phoenix 91, San Antonio 79, OT

Sunday’s games
New York 81, Washington 64
Minnesota 85, Los Angeles 72

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games
New York at Tulsa
Phoenix at Washington
Seattle at Chicago

Soccer

World Cup
FIRST ROUND

GROUP A
 W L T GF GA Pts
Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cameroon 0 0 0 0 0 0
Croatia 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mexico 0 0 0 0 0 0

Thursday, June 12
At Sao Paulo

Brazil vs. Croatia
Friday, June 13
At Natal, Brazil

Mexico vs. Cameroon
Tuesday, June 17

At Fortaleza, Brazil
Brazil vs. Mexico

Wednesday, June 18
At Manaus, Brazil

Croatia vs. Cameroon
Monday, June 23
At Brasilia, Brazil

Brazil vs. Cameroon
At Recife, Brazil

Croatia vs. Mexico
GROUP B

 W L T GF GA Pts
Australia 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chile 0 0 0 0 0 0
Netherlands 0 0 0 0 0 0
Spain 0 0 0 0 0 0

Friday, June 13
At Salvador, Brazil

Spain vs. Netherlands
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Chile vs. Australia
Wednesday, June 18

At Rio de Janeiro
Spain vs. Chile

At Porto Alegre, Brazil
Netherlands vs. Australia

Monday, June 23
At Curitiba, Brazil

Spain vs. Australia
At Sao Paulo

Netherlands vs. Chile
GROUP C

 W L T GF GA Pts
Colombia 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greece 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ivory Coast 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japan 0 0 0 0 0 0

Saturday, June 14
At Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Colombia vs. Greece
At Recife, Brazil

Ivory Coast vs. Japan
Thursday, June 19
At Brasilia, Brazil

Colombia vs. Ivory Coast
At Natal, Brazil

Greece vs. Japan
Tuesday, June 24
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Colombia vs. Japan
At Fortaleza, Brazil

Greece vs. Ivory Coast
GROUP D

 W L T GF GA Pts
Costa Rica 0 0 0 0 0 0
England 0 0 0 0 0 0
Italy 0 0 0 0 0 0
Uruguay 0 0 0 0 0 0

Saturday, June 14
At Fortaleza, Brazil

Uruguay vs. Costa Rica
At Manaus, Brazil

England vs. Italy
Thursday, June 19

At Sao Paulo
Uruguay vs. England

Friday, June 20
At Recife, Brazil

Costa Rica vs. Italy
Tuesday, June 24
At Natal, Brazil

Uruguay vs. Italy

At Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Costa Rica vs. England, Noon

GROUP E
 W L T GF GA Pts
Ecuador 0 0 0 0 0 0
France 0 0 0 0 0 0
Honduras 0 0 0 0 0 0
Switzerland 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sunday, June 15
At Brasilia, Brazil

Switzerland vs. Ecuador
At Porto Alegre, Brazil

France vs. Honduras
Friday, June 20

At Salvador, Brazil
Switzerland vs. France

At Curitiba, Brazil
Ecuador vs. Honduras

Wednesday, June 25
At Manaus, Brazil

Switzerland vs. Honduras
At Rio de Janeiro

Ecuador vs. France
GROUP F

 W L T GF GA Pts
Argentina 0 0 0 0 0 0
Bosnia-Herzegovina 0 0 0 0 0 0
Iran 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nigeria 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sunday, June 15
At Rio de Janeiro

Argentina vs. Bosnia-Herzegovina
Monday, June 16

At Curitiba, Brazil
Iran vs. Nigeria

Saturday, June 21
At Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Argentina vs. Iran
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Bosnia-Herzegovina vs. Nigeria
Wednesday, June 25

At Porto Alegre, Brazil
Argentina vs. Nigeria

At Salvador, Brazil
Bosnia-Herzegovina vs. Iran

GROUP G
 W L T GF GA Pts
Germany 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ghana 0 0 0 0 0 0
Portugal 0 0 0 0 0 0
United States 0 0 0 0 0 0

Monday, June 16
At Salvador, Brazil

Germany vs. Portugal
At Natal, Brazil

Ghana vs. United States
Saturday, June 21

At Fortaleza, Brazil
Germany vs. Ghana

Sunday, June 22
At Manaus, Brazil

Portugal vs. United States
Thursday, June 26
At Recife, Brazil

Germany vs. United States
At Brasilia, Brazil

Portugal vs. Ghana
GROUP H

 W L T GF GA Pts
Algeria 0 0 0 0 0 0
Belgium 0 0 0 0 0 0
Russia 0 0 0 0 0 0
South Korea 0 0 0 0 0 0

Tuesday, June 17
At Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Belgium vs. Algeria
At Cuiaba, Brazil

Russia vs. South Korea
Sunday, June 22
At Rio de Janeiro

Belgium vs. Russia
At Porto Alegre, Brazil

Algeria vs. South Korea
Thursday, June 26

At Sao Paulo
Belgium vs. South Korea

At Curitiba, Brazil
Algeria vs. Russia

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
New England 7 5 2 23 21 18
Sporting KC 6 5 4 22 21 14
D.C. 6 4 4 22 18 14
Toronto FC 6 4 1 19 15 13
New York 4 5 6 18 22 22
Columbus 4 5 6 18 18 18
Houston 5 9 2 17 16 29
Philadelphia 3 7 6 15 22 27
Chicago 2 4 8 14 22 25
Montreal 2 6 4 10 11 22

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 10 3 2 32 32 23
Real Salt Lake 6 2 7 25 25 21
Colorado 6 5 4 22 21 18
FC Dallas 6 7 3 21 26 26
Vancouver 5 2 6 21 25 20
Portland 4 4 7 19 26 25
Los Angeles 4 3 5 17 16 11
San Jose 4 5 4 16 15 14
Chivas USA 2 7 5 11 14 26

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, June 4
Columbus 1, Real Salt Lake 1, tie
Colorado 0, Chicago 0, tie

Friday’s games
Sporting Kansas City 2, Houston 0

Saturday’s games
Toronto FC 1, San Jose 0
D.C. United 0, Columbus 0, tie
Philadelphia 3, Vancouver 3, tie
FC Dallas 3, Colorado 2
Seattle FC 3, Chicago 2
Portland 3, Real Salt Lake 1

Sunday’s games
New York 2, New England 0
Los Angeles 1, Chivas USA 1, tie

Wednesday’s games
D.C. United at Montreal
FC Dallas at Portland

Friday, June 27
Toronto FC at New York
Sporting Kansas City at Portland

Saturday, June 28
Seattle FC at D.C. United
Philadelphia at New England
FC Dallas at Columbus
Vancouver at Colorado
Real Salt Lake at Chivas USA
Los Angeles at San Jose

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 9 0 2 29 25 9
FC Kansas City 6 4 3 21 21 16
Washington 6 4 1 19 21 20
Chicago 6 4 1 19 16 10
Western New York 4 5 2 14 19 14
Portland 4 4 2 14 10 15
Houston 3 7 1 10 13 20
Sky Blue FC 2 6 4 10 11 21
Boston 2 8 0 6 13 24

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, June 4
Washington 1, Chicago 0
FC Kansas City 1, Western New York 0

Saturday, June 7
FC Kansas City 2, Boston 0
Western New York 5, Portland 0
Seattle FC 3, Chicago 1

Sunday, June 8
Houston 3, Sky Blue FC 0

Wednesday’s games
Washington at Boston
Western New York at Houston

Saturday’s game
FC Kansas City at Houston

Sunday’s games
Sky Blue FC at Chicago
Washington at Portland

Deals

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES — Selected the 

contract of RHP Josh Stinson from Nor-
folk (IL). Optioned RHP Brad Brach to 
Norfolk. Transferred LHP Johan Santana 
to the 60-day DL.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Agreed to terms 
with SS Nick Gordon.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Sent RHP 
Shawn Kelley to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL) for a rehab assignment.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Assigned OF 
Kent Matthes outright to Midland (TL).

SEATTLE MARINERS — Transferred 
LHP James Paxton to the 60-day DL.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Agreed to 
terms with RHP Luis Ayala on a minor 
league contract.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Reinstat-

ed RHP J.J. Putz from the 15-day DL. Re-
called RHP Will Harris from Reno (PCL). 
Placed INF Eric Chavez on the 15-day DL. 
Designated RHP Trevor Cahill for assign-
ment.

CHICAGO CUBS — Sent OF Ryan Swee-
ney to Kane County (MWL) for a rehab 
assignment.

COLORADO ROCKIES — Selected the 
contract of RHP Christian Bergman 
from Colorado Springs (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Chad Bettis from Colorado Springs. 
Placed OF Michael Cuddyer and RHP Ed-
die Butler on the 15-day DL, retroactive 
to June 6 and June 7, respectively. Desig-
nated RHP Wilton Lopez for assignment.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Sent RHP 
Chad Billingsley to Rancho Cucamonga 
(Cal) for a rehab assignment.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Assigned 
LHP Cesar Jimenez outright to Lehigh 
Valley (IL). Agreed to terms with 2B Nate 
Spears on a minor league contract.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Placed 2B 
Neil Walker on the 15-day DL.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Sent 1B Matt 
Adams to Memphis (PCL) and LHP Tyler 
Lyons to Springfield (TL) for rehab as-
signments.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Sent OF 
Jeff Kobernus to Potomac (Carolina) for 
a rehab assignment.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Miami G Dwyane Wade 
$5,000 for violating the league’s anti-
flopping rules during Sunday’s game.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS — Re-signed C 
John Estes. Released G Christian John-
son.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed OL 
Alex Parsons and K-P Jake Rogers.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed G 
Brandon Linder to a four-year contract 
and WR Brandon Wimberly. Released OT 
DeMarcus Love.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed TE 
Kyle Auffray. Released WR Derrick John-
son.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed WR 
Martavis Bryant to a four-year contract.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING — Re-signed F 
Ondrej Palat to a three-year contract.

COLLEGE
ARIZONA STATE — Announced the res-

ignation of baseball coach Tim Esmay.
 MICHIGAN STATE — Announced men’s 

basketball G Eron Harris is transferring 
from West Virginia. 

Tennis

AEGON Championships
Monday

At The Queen’s Club
London

Purse: $1.1 million (WT250)
Surface: Grass-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

James Ward, Britain, def. Blaz Rola, 
Slovenia, 7-5, 6-4.

Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Tim 
Smyczek, United States, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.

James Duckworth, Australia, def. Dudi 
Sela, Israel, 0-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4.

Paul-Henri Mathieu, France, def. Aljaz
Bedene, Slovenia, 7-6 (2), 6-4.

Daniel Evans, Britain, def. Jurgen Mel-
zer, Austria, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (2).

Sam Querrey, United States, def. Jer-
emy Chardy (14), France, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (4),
7-6 (5).

Denis Kudla, United States, def. Mi-
chael Russell, United States, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Nicolas Mahut (13), France, def. Mar-
sel Ilhan, Turkey, 6-3, 6-4.

Lleyton Hewitt, Australia, def. Daniel
Gimeno-Traver, Spain, 6-3, 6-3.

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Daniel
Cox, Britain, 7-5, 6-2.

Kenny de Schepper, France, def. Som-
dev Devvarman, India, 6-4, 7-5.

Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, def. Dan-
iel Brands, Germany, 7-5, 6-2.

Feliciano Lopez (10), Spain, leads Du-
san Lajovic, Serbia, 6-3, susp.

Doubles
First Round

Kevin Anderson, South Africa, and 
Jonathan Erlich, Israel, def. Matthew Eb-
den, Australia, and Mariusz Fyrstenberg,
Poland, 6-3, 6-4.

Marin Cilic, Croatia, and Andre Sa,
Brazil, lead Nicholas Monroe, United
States, and Vasek Pospisil, Canada, 6-4,
1-1, susp. 

AEGON Classic
Monday

At Edgbaston Priory Club
Birmingham, England

Purse: $710,000 (Premier)
Surface: Grass-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, def. Don-
na Vekic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4.

Virginie Razzano, France, def. Karolina
Pliskova, Czech Republic, 7-6 (1), 6-3.

Yanina Wickmayer, Belgium, def. Bo-
jana Jovanovski (10), Serbia, 6-4, 6-4.

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def.
Alison Van Uytvanck, Belgium, 6-4, 6-0.

Francesca Schiavone, Italy, def. Zheng
Jie, China, 6-3, 6-4.

Kimiko Date-Krumm, Japan, def. Paula 
Ormaechea, Argentina, 6-3, 6-1.

Lauren Davis, United States, def. Tami-
ra Paszek, Austria, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2.

CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, def.
Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 7-5.

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Ajla Tom-
ljanovic, Croatia, 6-1, 6-4.

Alison Riske (15), United States, def.
Lyudmyla Kichenok, Ukraine, 7-6 (3), 6-3.

Victoria Duval, United States, def. Car-
oline Garcia (13), France, 6-2, 6-4.

Madison Keys (11), United States, def.
Teliana Pereira, Brazil, 6-3, 6-3.

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, def. Sharon
Fichman, Canada, 6-7 (6), 7-6 (2), 6-3.

Shahar Peer, Israel, def. Kristina Mlad-
enovic, France, 4-6, 6-2, 6-2.

Zhang Shuai (9), China, def. Eleni
Daniilidou, Greece, 7-5, 6-4.

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Katy Dunne, 
Britain, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Gerry Weber Open
Monday

At Gerry Weber Stadion
Halle, Germany

Purse: $1.1 million (WT250)
Surface: Grass-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def.
Andreas Seppi, Italy, 6-3, 6-4.

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. Mi-
chal Przysiezny, Poland, 7-5, 6-4.

Pierre-Hugues Hebert, France, def.
Jerzy Janowicz (8), Poland, 7-6 (5), 6-2.

Dustin Brown, Germany, def. Andrey 
Kuznetsov, Russia, 6-3, 6-4.

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Jan-Len-
nard Struff, Germany, 6-4, 6-2.

Doubles
First Round

Robin Haase, Netherlands, and Kei Ni-
shikori, Japan, def. Milos Raonic, Canada,
and Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 6-4, 7-6 (7). 

Golf

LPGA Tour money leaders
Through June 8

 Trn Money
 1. Stacy Lewis 13 $1,149,227
 2. Michelle Wie 12 $868,465
 3. Anna Nordqvist 12 $763,784
 4. Inbee Park 11 $744,510
 5. Lexi Thompson 11 $651,360
 6. Lydia Ko 12 $628,818
 7. Karrie Webb 10 $620,872
 8. Jessica Korda 11 $485,632
 9. Azahara Munoz 13 $483,152
10. Cristie Kerr 11 $470,617
11. Lizette Salas 11 $470,615
12. Chella Choi 14 $453,223
13. Paula Creamer 12 $445,988
14. Shanshan Feng 9 $352,549
15. Jenny Shin 12 $348,863
16. Angela Stanford 12 $327,369
17. So Yeon Ryu 11 $306,460
18. Gerina Piller 13 $286,292
19. Na Yeon Choi 12 $277,707
20. Catriona Matthew 11 $267,537
21. Meena Lee 13 $249,690
22. Christina Kim 10 $245,331
23. Suzann Pettersen 10 $238,139
24. Se Ri Pak 11 $237,938
25. Julieta Granada 13 $225,515
26. Pornanong Phatlum 12 $219,043
27. Karine Icher 12 $208,097
28. Morgan Pressel 13 $205,602
29. Eun-Hee Ji 12 $205,344
30. Amy Yang 9 $178,631
31. Hee Young Park 14 $176,314
32. Jennifer Johnson 12 $175,506
33. Yani Tseng 11 $172,464
34. Mirim Lee 10 $166,090
35. Sandra Gal 12 $158,613
36. Haru Nomura 12 $153,474
37. Haeji Kang 12 $146,050
38. Line Vedel 10 $145,604
39. Caroline Masson 14 $143,001
40. Brittany Lang 13 $140,495
41. Sarah Jane Smith 11 $134,479
42. Mina Harigae 12 $128,986
43. Mi Hyang Lee 12 $128,912 

AP sportlight
June 11

1982 — Larry Holmes stops Gerry
Cooney in the 13th round for the WBC 
heavyweight title at Las Vegas.

1984 — The Boston Celtics beat the 
Los Angeles Lakers 111-102 in Game 7 to
win their 15th NBA title.

1988 — Stanford becomes the first
team since 1974 to win consecutive ti-
tles, with a 9-4 victory over Arizona State
in the College World Series.

1990 — Nolan Ryan, 43, pitches the 
sixth no-hitter of his career as the Texas 
Rangers beat the Oakland Athletics 5-0. 
Ryan becomes the first to pitch no-hit-
ters for three different teams and the 
oldest to throw one.

 2010 — Nebraska’s membership in 
the Big Ten Conference becomes official 
when the Big Ten’s board of presidents
and chancellors unanimously approve 
adding the Cornhuskers. 
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MLB

 American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Toronto 39 26 .600 —
Baltimore 32 30 .516  5A
New York 31 31 .500  6A
Boston 28 35 .444 10
Tampa Bay 24 41 .369 15

Central Division
Detroit 33 27 .550 —
Cleveland 33 31 .516  2
Chicago 32 33 .492  3A
Kansas City 31 32 .492  3A
Minnesota 29 33 .468  5

West Division
Oakland 39 25 .609 —
Los Angeles 35 28 .556  3A
Seattle 34 29 .540  4A
Texas 31 33 .484  8
Houston 29 36 .446 10A

 National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 33 29 .532 —
Washington 33 29 .532 —
Miami 33 30 .524   A
New York 28 35 .444  5A
Philadelphia 25 36 .410  7A

Central Division
Milwaukee 38 26 .594 —
St. Louis 33 31 .516  5
Pittsburgh 30 33 .476  7A
Cincinnati 29 33 .468  8
Chicago 25 36 .410 11A

West Division
San Francisco 42 22 .656 —
Los Angeles 34 31 .523  8A
Colorado 29 34 .460 12A
San Diego 28 35 .444 13A
Arizona 28 38 .424 15

 Monday’s games
Seattle 3, Tampa Bay 0
Baltimore 4, Boston 0
Toronto 5, Minnesota 4
Cleveland 17, Texas 7
Chicago White Sox 6, Detroit 5
N.Y. Yankees at Kansas City, ppd., rain
Houston 4, Arizona 3
L.A. Angels 4, Oakland 1
Pittsburgh 6, Chicago Cubs 2
L.A. Dodgers 6, Cincinnati 2
Atlanta 3, Colorado 1
Washington 9, San Francisco 2

Tuesday’s games
Houston at Arizona
Boston at Baltimore
Minnesota at Toronto
St. Louis at Tampa Bay
Miami at Texas
Cleveland at Kansas City
Detroit at Chicago White Sox
Oakland at L.A. Angels
N.Y. Yankees at Seattle
Chicago Cubs at Pittsburgh
San Diego at Philadelphia
L.A. Dodgers at Cincinnati
Milwaukee at N.Y. Mets
St. Louis at Tampa Bay
Miami at Texas
Atlanta at Colorado
Washington at San Francisco

Wednesday’s games
Minnesota (P.Hughes 6-2) at Toronto 

(Stroman 3-0)
Cleveland (Bauer 1-2) at Kansas City 

(Ventura 3-5)
Boston (R.De La Rosa 1-1) at Baltimore 

(W.Chen 6-2)
St. Louis (Wacha 4-4) at Tampa Bay 

(Bedard 3-4)
Miami (Ja.Turner 2-3) at Texas (Dar-

vish 6-2)
Arizona (McCarthy 1-8) at Houston 

(Keuchel 7-3)
Detroit (Smyly 3-4) at Chicago White 

Sox (Rienzo 4-3)
Oakland (Milone 3-3) at L.A. Angels 

(Weaver 7-4)
N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 9-1) at Seattle 

(C.Young 5-3) 
Chicago Cubs (Hammel 6-3) at Pitts-

burgh (Cumpton 1-2)
San Diego (T.Ross 6-5) at Philadelphia 

(K.Kendrick 1-6)
L.A. Dodgers (Ryu 7-2) at Cincinnati 

(Cueto 5-5)
Milwaukee (W.Peralta 5-5) at N.Y. Mets 

(deGrom 0-2)
Atlanta (Teheran 6-3) at Colorado 

(E.Butler 0-1)
Washington (Roark 4-4) at San Fran-

cisco (M.Cain 1-3) 

Monday
  Angels 4, Athletics 1

Oakland     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crisp cf 4 0 0 0 Calhon rf 5 0 2 0
Jaso dh 3 0 0 0 Trout cf 3 0 1 2
Dnldsn 3b 4 0 0 0 Pujols 1b 4 0 1 0
Moss rf 4 0 0 0 JHmltn lf 4 0 1 0
Cespds lf 4 1 2 0 Freese 3b 3 1 0 0
Lowrie ss 3 0 0 0 JMcDnl 3b 0 0 0 0
Vogt c 3 0 2 1 HKndrc 2b 3 1 0 0
Callasp 1b 3 0 0 0 Aybar ss 4 0 2 0
Sogard 2b 3 0 0 0 Ibanez dh 4 0 2 1
     Conger c 3 2 2 1
Totals 31 1 4 1 Totals 33 4 11 4
Oakland 010 000 000—1
Los Angeles 001 110 01x—4

E—Donaldson 3 (12). DP—Oakland 1. 
LOB—Oakland 4, Los Angeles 10. 2B—
Cespedes (17), Calhoun (9), Trout (13). 
CS—Ibanez (1). SF—Trout. 
Oakland IP H R ER BB SO
J.Chavez L,5-4 6 8 3 2 1 5
Cook  B 1 0 0 1 0
Abad  B 0 0 0 0 1
Ji.Johnson 1B 2 1 0 0 1
Los Angeles
Richards W,6-2 7 4 1 1 0 4
J.Smith H,8 1 0 0 0 0 2
Frieri S,11-13 1 0 0 0 0 3

HBP—by J.Chavez (Conger, 
H.Kendrick), by Richards (Jaso). T—2:55. 
A—36,838 (45,483).    

 Astros 4, Diamondbacks 3
Houston     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Fowler cf 5 2 3 0 Gregrs ss 4 1 1 0
Altuve 2b 5 1 3 1 GParra rf 3 2 1 0
Singltn 1b 5 1 1 0 Gldsch 1b 2 0 1 1
JCastro c 3 0 1 1 MMntr c 4 0 2 1
MDmn 3b 3 0 2 1 Prado 3b 4 0 0 0
Grssmn lf 4 0 1 0 Hill 2b 4 0 0 0
Willims p 0 0 0 0 DPerlt lf 4 0 0 0
MGnzlz lf 0 0 0 0 Inciart cf 4 0 1 0
Prsley rf-lf-rf 3 0 0 0 Cllmntr p 2 0 0 0
Villar ss 4 0 0 0 C.Ross ph 0 0 0 0
Cosart p 3 0 0 0 Harris p 0 0 0 0
Sipp p-rf-p 0 0 0 0 Putz p 0 0 0 0
Frnswr p 0 0 0 0 Owings ph 1 0 0 0
Carter ph 1 0 0 0 
Qualls p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 36 4 11 3 Totals 32 3 6 2
Houston 220 000 000—4
Arizona 000 102 000—3

E—Fowler (2), Hill (3). DP—Houston 
1, Arizona 1. LOB—Houston 8, Arizona 6. 
2B—Fowler (9), Altuve (20), J.Castro (9), 
Goldschmidt (24), Inciarte (2). SB—Al-
tuve (24). SF—M.Dominguez. 
Houston IP H R ER BB SO
Cosart W,5-5 6 5 3 3 2 8
Sipp H,4 1C 0 0 0 1 3
Williams 0 0 0 0 1 0
Farnsworth H,5  B 0 0 0 0 1
Qualls S,8-9 1 1 0 0 0 1
Arizona
Collmenter L,4-3 7 7 4 3 1 5
Harris 1 2 0 0 0 1
Putz 1 2 0 0 0 0

Williams pitched to 1 in 8th. HBP—by 
Collmenter (J.Castro). T—3:12. A—18,805.  

 Indians 17, Rangers 7
Cleveland     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Bourn cf 5 1 1 0 DRrtsn cf-lf 5 1 2 1
ACarer ss 6 3 3 0 Andrus ss 4 1 1 0
Brantly lf 3 5 3 1 Choo lf 4 0 0 1
Raburn lf 0 0 0 0 LMartn cf 1 0 0 0
Kipnis 2b 5 3 3 4 ABeltre 3b 5 1 2 1
Chsnhll 3b 5 3 5 9 Rios rf 4 0 2 1
CSantn 1b 5 0 0 1 DMrph 1b 4 0 0 0
DvMrp rf 5 1 1 0 Choice dh 4 1 1 1
Giambi dh 5 0 0 0 Chirins c 4 1 2 1
Kottars c 4 1 2 2 Sardins 2b 3 2 1 0
Totals 43 17 18 17 Totals 38 7 11 6
Cleveland 351 301 040—17
Texas 103 200 010— 7

E—A.Cabrera (10), Chisenhall (9). DP—
Cleveland 2, Texas 1. LOB—Cleveland 3, 
Texas 6. 2B—A.Cabrera (14), Chisenhall 
(16), Dav.Murphy (14), D.Robertson (1), 
Andrus (16). 3B—Rios (8). HR—Brantley 
(10), Chisenhall 3 (7), Kottaras (3), Choice 
(6), Chirinos (4). SB—Kipnis (7), Sardinas 
(1). SF—Kottaras. 
Cleveland IP H R ER BB SO
House 3B 6 6 5 2 1
Atchison W,3-0 1C 1 0 0 0 1
Axford 2 3 0 0 0 3
Carrasco 1 1 1 1 0 1
Outman 1 0 0 0 0 1
Texas
N.Martinez L,1-3 2 6 8 8 3 1
S.Baker 5 11 9 9 0 7
Scheppers 1 0 0 0 0 2
Ross Jr. 1 1 0 0 0 1

S.Baker pitched to 4 batters in the 8th. 
WP—House. T—3:20. A—29,362 (48,114). 

 Orioles 4, Red Sox 0
Boston     Baltimore
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Holt lf 3 0 1 0 Markks rf 4 1 2 2
Bogarts 3b 4 0 0 0 Machd 3b 4 0 0 0
Pedroia 2b 4 0 0 0 A.Jones dh 4 1 3 1
D.Ortiz dh 4 0 0 0 C.Davis 1b 4 0 1 0
Napoli 1b 4 0 0 0 N.Cruz lf 3 0 0 0
Nava rf 2 0 1 0 Hardy ss 3 0 0 0
GSizmr cf 3 0 0 0 Lough cf 3 0 0 0
JHerrr ss 2 0 0 0 CJosph c 3 0 0 0
D.Ross c 3 0 1 0 Flahrty 2b 3 2 2 1
Totals 29 0 3 0 Totals 31 4 8 4
Boston 000 000 000—0
Baltimore 100 020 10x—4

DP—Boston 1. LOB—Boston 5, Baltimore 
4. 2B—Nava (3), D.Ross (5). HR—Markakis 
(6), A.Jones (10), Flaherty (2). CS—Holt (1). 
Boston IP H R ER BB SO
Peavy L,1-4 7 8 4 4 1 7
Badenhop 1 0 0 0 0 1
Baltimore
B.Norris W,5-5 8 3 0 0 3 6
Tom.Hunter 1 0 0 0 0 0

T—2:21. A—19,729 (45,971).    

 Mariners 3, Rays 0
Seattle     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Blmqst 1b 4 1 2 0 DJnngs cf 4 0 0 0
Smoak 1b 0 0 0 0 Kiermr rf 3 0 1 0
J.Jones cf 4 1 3 0 Longori 3b 3 0 0 0
Cano 2b 3 0 1 2 Loney 1b 2 0 1 0
Romer lf 4 0 0 1 Zobrist 2b 3 0 0 0
EnChvz lf 0 0 0 0 DeJess dh 2 0 1 0
Zunino c 4 0 0 0 Sands ph-dh 2 0 0 0
Seager 3b 4 0 0 0 Joyce lf 4 0 1 0
Gillespi rf 4 0 0 0 YEscor ss 4 0 1 0
Buck dh 4 1 1 0 JMolin c 3 0 0 0
BMiller ss 3 0 0 0 Forsyth ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 34 3 7 3 Totals 31 0 5 0
Seattle 003 000 000—3
Tampa Bay 000 000 000—0

DP—Seattle 1. LOB—Seattle 5, Tampa 
Bay 10. 2B—Cano (13), Kiermaier (4), 
Loney (15). SB—J.Jones (7), Loney (2). 
Seattle IP H R ER BB SO
E.Ramirez 4C 4 0 0 5 5
Beimel W,1-1  C 0 0 0 0 1
Leone H,5  C 0 0 0 0 1
Farquhar H,5 2 1 0 0 1 2
Rodney S,18-20 1 0 0 0 0 0
Tampa Bay
Price L,4-6 8 7 3 3 1 10
C.Ramos  B 0 0 0 0 1
Boxberger  C 0 0 0 0 0

WP—E.Ramirez, Farquhar. A—10,400.   

 Blue Jays 5, Twins 4
Minnesota     Toronto
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DSantn cf 5 1 2 1 Reyes ss 5 1 3 1
Dozier 2b 3 1 1 1 MeCarr lf 4 1 1 0
Mauer 1b 4 0 0 0 Pillar lf 1 0 1 1
Wlngh lf 4 0 1 0 Bautist rf 3 1 1 0
Arcia rf 2 0 0 0 Lind dh 4 0 0 0
KMorls dh 3 0 1 0 Encrnc 1b 3 1 2 3
A.Hcks pr-dh 0 0 0 0 JFrncs 3b 3 0 0 0
Plouffe 3b 4 0 0 0 StTllsn 2b 1 0 0 0
Nunez pr-3b 0 1 0 0 Lwrie 2b-3b 4 0 2 0
KSuzuk c 4 1 3 1 Thole c 1 0 0 0
EEscor ss 4 0 1 1 DNavrr ph-c 1 0 0 0
     Kratz pr 0 1 0 0
     Gose cf 3 0 0 0
Totals 33 4 9 4 Totals 33 5 10 5
Minnesota 200 000 002—4
Toronto 300 010 001—5

One out when winning run scored. 
DP—Minnesota 1, Toronto 3. LOB—Min-
nesota 6, Toronto 8. 2B—K.Suzuki (12), 
E.Escobar (19), Bautista (11). 3B—Willing-
ham (1). HR—D.Santana (2), Dozier (13), 
Reyes (4), Encarnacion (20). SB—Reyes 2 
(14). CS—Gose (2). 
Minnesota IP H R ER BB SO
Nolasco 5C 7 4 4 2 6
Thielbar 1B 0 0 0 1 0
Guerrier L,0-1 1B 1 1 1 2 3
Fien 0 2 0 0 0 0
Toronto
Dickey 5B 5 2 2 2 3
McGowan H,5 1C 1 0 0 0 0
Loup H,12 1 0 0 0 1 1
Jnssen W,1-0 BS,2-13 1 3 2 2 0 1

Fien pitched to 2 in the 9th. HBP—by 
Dickey (Arcia). T—2:53. A—19,428.  

  Nationals 9, Giants 2
Washington     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 5 2 3 0 Blanco cf 4 0 1 0
Frndsn 3b 5 0 1 0 Pence rf 3 0 1 0
Werth rf 4 1 2 2 Arias 1b 1 0 1 1
McLoth rf 1 0 0 0 Posey c 3 0 1 0
LaRoch 1b 3 2 1 0 Adrianz 3b 1 0 1 0
Zmrmn lf 4 2 0 0 Sandovl 3b 3 0 0 0
WRams c 4 2 2 1 HSnchz c 1 0 0 0
Dsmnd ss 5 0 3 5 Morse 1b 2 0 0 0
Espinos 2b 4 0 0 0 Petit p 0 0 0 0
Strasrg p 3 0 0 0 Pagan ph 1 0 0 0
Dobbs ph 1 0 0 0 Colvin lf 4 1 1 0
Barrett p 0 0 0 0 BCrwfr ss 4 0 1 1
Detwilr p 0 0 0 0 B.Hicks 2b 3 0 0 0
     Vglsng p 2 0 0 0
     Kontos p 0 0 0 0
     J.Perez rf 1 1 1 0
Totals 39 9 12 8 Totals 33 2 8 2
Washington 112 000 500—9
San Francisco 010 000 010—2

E—Morse (1). LOB—Washington 7, San 
Francisco 5. 2B—Span 2 (19), Werth (12), 
LaRoche (9), W.Ramos (5), Desmond (8), 
Posey (5), Colvin (9). 3B—Span (4), Des-
mond (2). 
Washington  IP H R ER BB SO
Strasburg W,6-4 6 4 1 1 0 7
Barrett 1 0 0 0 0 2
Detwiler 2 4 1 1 0 0
San Francisco
Vogelsong L,4-3 6 9 6 6 2 6
Kontos 1 3 3 3 1 0
Petit 2 0 0 0 1 1

Vogelsong pitched to 2 in 7th. HBP—by 
Barrett (Morse). T—3:01. A—41,597. 

 Braves 3, Rockies 1
Atlanta     Colorado
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Heywrd rf 4 0 1 0 Blckmn rf 3 0 0 0
BUpton cf 4 1 1 0 Stubbs cf 4 0 0 0
FFrmn 1b 4 1 0 0 Mornea 1b 4 0 0 0
J.Upton lf 3 1 1 0 Tlwtzk ss 4 0 0 0
Gattis c 4 0 1 1 Dickrsn lf 3 1 1 1
CJhnsn 3b 4 0 3 2 McKnr c 4 0 1 0
LaStell 2b 3 0 0 0 Culersn 3b 2 0 0 0
Smmns p 0 0 0 0 LeMahi 2b 2 0 0 0
Kimrel p 0 0 0 0 Rosario ph 1 0 0 0
ASmns ss 4 0 0 0 Brgmn p 2 0 1 0
Floyd p 3 0 0 0 Brothrs p 0 0 0 0
Avilan p 0 0 0 0 RWhelr ph 0 0 0 0
R.Pena 2b 1 0 0 0 Barnes ph 1 0 1 0
     Ottavin p 0 0 0 0
     FMorls p 0 0 0 0
Totals 34 3 7 3 Totals 30 1 4 1
Atlanta 000 200 010—3
Colorado 000 000 100—1

E—Floyd (1), Tulowitzki (3). DP—Col-
orado 1. LOB—Atlanta 9, Colorado 7. 
2B—Barnes (9). HR—Dickerson (8). SB—
B.Upton (10). S—Blackmon. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
Floyd W,1-2 6C 3 1 1 3 4
Avilan H,4 B 1 0 0 0 0
S.Simmons H,4 1 0 0 0 0 1
Kimbrel S,17-20 1 0 0 0 1 2
Colorado
Bergman L,0-1 6 5 2 2 2 4
Brothers 1 0 0 0 1 3
Ottavino 1 2 1 1 1 1
F.Morales 1 0 0 0 1 1

WP—Floyd. T—2:55. A—28,817 (50,480). 

 Pirates 6, Cubs 2
Chicago     Pittsburgh
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Bonifac 2b 4 0 0 0 JHrrsn 2b 4 0 0 0
Lake cf 4 0 0 0 Snider rf 3 2 2 0
Rizzo 1b 4 1 1 0 AMcCt cf 4 1 2 3
SCastro ss 4 1 3 2 I.Davis 1b 3 1 1 1
Valuen 3b 4 0 1 0 PAlvrz 3b 4 2 2 0
Schrhlt rf 4 0 1 0 SMarte lf 4 0 3 2
Coghln lf 4 0 1 0 Mercer ss 4 0 0 0
JoBakr c 4 0 1 0 CStwrt c 4 0 0 0
EJcksn p 2 0 0 0 Morton p 2 0 0 0
Ruggin ph 1 0 0 0 Tabata ph 1 0 0 0
Villanv p 0 0 0 0 Melncn p 0 0 0 0
     GSnchz ph 1 0 0 0
     JHughs p 0 0 0 0
Totals 35 2 8 2 Totals 34 6 10 6
Chicago 000 001 001—2
Pittsburgh 012 010 02x—6

E—Valbuena (5). LOB—Chicago 6, Pitts-
burgh 7. 2B—S.Castro (18), Schierholtz 
(8), Coghlan (2), Snider (1), A.McCutchen 
(18), P.Alvarez (6), S.Marte 2 (11). HR—
S.Castro (8), A.McCutchen (8), I.Davis (5). 
SB—S.Marte (15). CS—S.Marte (5). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
E.Jackson L,4-6 6 7 4 4 2 8
Villanueva 2 3 2 2 1 2
Pittsburgh
Morton W,3-7 7 6 1 1 0 7
Melancon H,12 1 0 0 0 0 1
J.Hughes 1 2 1 1 0 0

T—2:33. A—24,075 (38,362).   

 Dodgers 6, Reds 2
Los Angeles     Cincinnati
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Figgins 2b 4 0 0 0 BHmltn cf 4 0 0 0
HRmrz ss 4 0 1 0 Frzier 3b-1b 3 0 0 0
League p 0 0 0 0 Phillips 2b 4 0 2 0
DGordn ph 1 0 1 0 Bruce rf 2 0 0 0
Jansen p 0 0 0 0 Ludwck lf 4 1 2 1
Puig rf 4 1 1 0 B.Pena c 4 1 1 0
Kemp lf 3 2 1 0 Cozart ss 4 0 1 0
VnSlyk cf 3 3 3 4 Lutz 1b 1 0 0 0
JuTrnr 3b 5 0 2 1 Ondrsk p 0 0 0 0
Romak 1b 3 0 0 0 Heisey ph 0 0 0 0
Fdrwcz c 3 0 1 1 SMrshll p 0 0 0 0
Haren p 3 0 0 0 Hoover p 0 0 0 0
Howell p 0 0 0 0 Schmkr ph 1 0 0 0
Rojas ph-ss 1 0 0 0 Cingrn p 1 0 0 0
     RSantg 3b 3 0 1 0
Totals 34 6 10 6 Totals 31 2 7 1
Los Angeles 010 230 000—6
Cincinnati 010 100 000—2

E—Cingrani (1). DP—Los Angeles 3, 
Cincinnati 1. LOB—Los Angeles 9, Cincin-
nati 7. 2B—Kemp (15), Federowicz (3). 
HR—Van Slyke 2 (6), Ludwick (5). CS—
D.Gordon (5). SF—Federowicz. 
Los Angeles IP H R ER BB SO
Haren W,6-4 5B 5 2 2 2 2
Howell H,12 1C 1 0 0 1 0
League 1 1 0 0 2 0
Jansen 1 0 0 0 0 2
Cincinnati
Cingrani L,2-7 4C 7 6 6 3 5
Ondrusek 2B 2 0 0 1 4
S.Marshall 1 0 0 0 1 0
Hoover 1 1 0 0 2 1

WP—Haren 2, Cingrani. T—3:26. A—
31,915 (42,319).  

 White Sox 6, Tigers 5
Detroit     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Kinsler 2b 5 0 0 0 Eaton cf 5 1 2 1
D.Kelly rf 4 0 0 0 GBckh 2b 5 1 3 1
TrHntr ph 1 0 0 0 Gillaspi 3b 4 1 2 2
MiCarr dh 4 2 2 1 JAreu 1b 4 1 2 2
VMrtnz 1b 4 1 2 2 A.Dunn dh 3 0 1 0
JMrtnz lf 4 0 2 0 AlRmrz ss 4 0 0 0
Cstllns 3b 4 0 0 0 Viciedo rf 3 0 0 0
AJcksn cf 3 1 1 0 Sierra pr-rf 0 0 0 0
Avila c 4 0 2 1 De Aza lf 4 1 1 0
RDavis pr 0 0 0 0 Flowrs c 3 1 0 0
Suarez ss 4 1 1 1 
Totals 37 5 10 5 Totals 35 6 11 6
Detroit 000 112 001—5
Chicago 101 031 00x—6

E—V.Martinez (3), Porcello (1),
J.Martinez (1). DP—Detroit 2. LOB—De-
troit 6, Chicago 8. 2B—V.Martinez (15),
J.Martinez (6), A.Jackson (14), Avila (10), 
G.Beckham 2 (10), J.Abreu (14), A.Dunn 
(10). 3B—Eaton (2). HR—Mi.Cabrera (12), 
V.Martinez (15), Suarez (2), J.Abreu (18). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Detroit
Porcello L,8-4 5 9 6 5 1 4
Knebel 1 1 0 0 0 1
Krol 1 1 0 0 2 0
E.Reed 1 0 0 0 0 2
Chicago
Noesi W,2-4 5C 7 4 4 1 5
S.Downs H,6  B 0 0 0 0 0
Petricka H,6 1B 1 0 0 0 1
Putnam H,8  C 0 0 0 0 2
Belisario S,6-9 1 2 1 1 0 1

Porcello pitched to 1 batter in the 6th. 
T—3:13. A—18,803 (40,615).  

BY TODD KARPOVICH

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Bud Norris 
set his sights on the first complete 
game of his career until a blister 
on his pitching hand forced him 
to exit the game.

The right-hander, nonetheless, 
still managed his most dominant 
performance this season.

Norris pitched eight innings of 
three-hit ball and Adam Jones 
hit one of the Baltimore Orioles’ 
three home runs in a 4-0 victory 
over the Boston Red Sox on Mon-
day night.

Nick Markakis and Ryan Fla-
herty also connected for the 
Orioles.

Norris (5-5) struck out six and 
walked three while matching the 
longest outing of his career. Com-
ing in, he had given up four or 
more runs in four of his past five 
starts. The blister is not expected 
to affect Norris’ next outing, but 
Orioles manager Buck Showalter 
did not want to take any chances.

“It’s an awkward spot for me, 
but I’ve got to take care of it the 
next couple days and I know how 
to maintain it and so forth,” Norris 
said. “So I think it was a precau-
tionary reason. I understand he’s 
the skipper and he’s going to make 
decisions, I’m OK with that.”

Boston has lost six of its past 
seven games after a season-high 
seven game winning streak. The 
Red Sox have been shut out five 
times this season.

Jones had three hits, including 
his 150th career homer. Marka-
kis extended his hitting streak to 
14 games with two hits.

“I feel good up there, but the 
outcome ain’t going to be there 
sometimes,” Markakis said. “I’m 
seeing the ball well and putting 
good swings on it. Kind of trying 
not to change anything. Stick with 
your same approach, stick with 
what’s working.”

Boston right-hander Jake Peavy 
(1-4) allowed four runs and eight 
hits with seven strikeouts and 
one walk in seven innings. Peavy 
has given up three or more runs 
in seven consecutive starts and 
hasn’t won since April 25 against 
Toronto.

“Take a few pitches back and it’s 
a different game,” Peavy said. “I 
don’t care about my personal win-
loss record. I don’t care about any 
personal numbers at this point. 
I’m pitching to win. I was pitching 
to win tonight. But we were grind-
ing. That’s a really good lineup.”

 Showalter said he expects 
to hear by Tuesday if Manny 
Machado will be suspended for 
throwing his bat Sunday against 
Oakland, igniting a benches-
clearing confrontation. Machado 
apologized for the incident on the 
team-owned television network.

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

Orioles starter Bud Norris 
pitched eight innings of three-
hit ball against the Red Sox on 
Monday. Baltimore won 4-0.

ScoreboardNorris 
lifts O’s
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MLB

The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Maybe there’s 
a little Lonnie Baseball to go with Johnny 
Football in Cleveland.

Lonnie Chisenhall left quite an impres-
sion in Johnny Manziel’s home state.

Chisenhall had nine RBIs and three 
home runs in a five-hit game, Michael 
Brantley scored five times and the Cleve-
land Indians beat the Texas Rangers 17-7 
Monday night.

“I know a day like today is kind of a 
once-in-a-lifetime thing,” said Chisenhall, 
who raised his batting average to .385, but 
needs more plate appearances to qual-
ity for the league lead. “I’m enjoying it as 
much as I can. I don’t know the history of 
it, who’s done it in the past.”

The history is pretty exclusive.
Major League Baseball said it was the 

first time a player went 5-for-5 with three 
homers and nine RBIs since the RBI be-
came a statistic in 1920. He also is only the 
fourth big leaguer to have at least five hits, 
nine RBIs and three homers in a game — 
the first since Boston’s Fred Lynn in 1975, 
according to STATS.

“He just wasn’t missing,” Rangers 
manager Ron Washington said, whose 
team is winless in the past seven series at 
home. “Breaking balls, fastballs, it didn’t 
matter.”

The only other nine-RBI game in Cleve-
land history was by Chris James in a 20-6 
victory over Oakland on May 4, 1991.

Chisenhall, who had the second multi-
homer game of his career, finished 10-for-

17 with four homers and 13 RBIs in a trip
to Texas that ended with Cleveland’s first 
road winning streak of the season.

The Indians have won three straight in 
the four-game set after coming to Texas 
with the worst road record in the majors.

White Sox 6, Tigers 5: Jose Abreu hit a
two-run homer in a three-run fifth inning 
and host Chicago snapped a three-game 
losing streak with a victory over Detroit.

Gordon Beckham had three hits as the 
White Sox bounced back from a sluggish
trip to Southern California. 

Angels 4, Athletics 1: Mike Trout drove
in a run with a double that originally was
ruled a homer, Garrett Richards pitched 
seven strong innings and host Los Angeles
beat Oakland in the opener of a series be-
tween the top two teams in the AL West.

The Angels’ fourth straight victory re-
duced Oakland’s lead to 3 ½ games . 

Mariners 3, Rays 0: Robinson Cano
drove in two runs with a bases-loaded
double and visiting Seattle blanked Tampa
Bay for the second straight game.

Five Seattle pitchers combined on a five-
hitter. The Mariners extended their score-
less streak to 19 innings and won for the
eighth time in nine games. 

Blue Jays 5, Twins 4: Edwin Encar-
nacion hit a three-run homer in the first
inning and Kevin Pillar singled home the
winning run in the ninth to lift host Toron-
to over Minnesota.

The first two batters of the game, Danny
Santana and Brian Dozier, homered for the
Twins off R.A. Dickey, but Encarnacion’s
20th of the season soon put Toronto ahead. 

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Ian Desmond was 
looking to go deep in his last at-bat. He set-
tled for a lopsided Washington win.

Desmond had a career-high five RBIs 
and Stephen Strasburg won his third 
straight decision for the Nationals in their 
9-2 victory over the San Francisco Giants 
on Monday night.

Desmond came to the plate in the ninth 
inning needing a home run for the cycle 
— and he swung for the fences.

“You don’t get that opportunity very 
often,” he said. “For the record, I probably 
shouldn’t have slammed the bat after I got 
out. I was caught up in the moment.”

Denard Span added a triple and two dou-
bles to help the Nationals win for the eighth 
time in 10 games. Desmond had three hits 
and Jayson Werth drove in two runs.

San Francisco had its five-game winning 
streak snapped.

Strasburg (6-4) allowed four hits over six 
innings and retired his final 10 hitters. He 
struck out seven and did not walk a batter, 
improving to 3-0 against the Giants with 
29 strikeouts in 25 innings.

Nationals starters have struck out 52 and 
walked one in their last seven games.

Washington manager Matt Williams, 
who played 10 seasons with the Giants, 
said Strasburg was pulled as a precaution 
with some tightness in his back. 

Dodgers 6, Reds 2: Scott Van Slyke 
drove in a career-high four runs with two 
homers off struggling left-hander Tony 
Cingrani as visiting Los Angeles pulled 
away from Cincinnati for a rare comfort-
able victory in their pitching-dominated 
series.

Van Slyke hit a solo homer and a three-
run shot off Cingrani (2-7), who could lose 
his spot in the rotation when Mat Latos re-
turns from the disabled list later this week. 
Cingrani gave up a career-high six runs in 
4 2⁄3 innings for his fifth straight loss. 

Pirates 6, Cubs 2: Andrew McCutchen 
homered and drove in three runs to lead 
host Pittsburgh over Chicago.

McCutchen drove a two-run shot to 
right field in the third inning and added an 
RBI double in the fifth off Edwin Jackson 
(4-6). 

Braves 3, Rockies 1: Gavin Floyd 
pitched effectively into the seventh in-
ning for his first win since returning last 
month from reconstructive surgery on his 
right elbow, leading visiting Atlanta over 
Colorado.

Floyd, limited to five starts last season 
with the White Sox before undergoing 
Tommy John surgery, allowed one run and 
three hits in 6 2⁄3 innings for his first victory 
since beating Cleveland on Oct. 3, 2012. 

Interleague
Astros 4, Diamondbacks 3: Jose Altuve 

had three hits, including an RBI double, 
and Jarred Cosart pitched six solid innings 
in visiting Houston’s victory over Arizona.

Dexter Fowler also had three hits and 
scored twice. Cosart (5-5) allowed three 
runs and five hits. The right-hander struck 
out eight, matching his career high set 
in his previous start against the Angels. 
He retired the first 10 batters, five by 
strikeout. 

Chisenhall’s 3 homers help Tribe win 9th in 10 games

Red-hot Indians rip Texas

Strasburg,
Nationals
top Giants

NL roundup

AL roundup

LM OTERO/AP

Cleveland’s Lonnie Chisenhall, left, rounds third base past third base coach Mike Sarbaugh after hitting a three-run homer during 
the eighth inning on Monday against Texas in Arlington, Texas. Chisenhall hit three homers and tied a team record with nine RBIs.

MARK J. TERRILL/AP

Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher 
Garrett Richards pitched seven innings of 
the Angels’ 4-1 victory over Oakland.
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BY IRA PODELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Los Angeles 
goalie Jonathan Quick had his best 
game of the NHL finals, making 32 
saves to put the Kings on the cusp 
of another Stanley Cup with a 3-0 
victory over the New York Rang-
ers in Game 3 on Monday night.

Los Angeles escaped with two 
overtime wins at home and then 
took complete command inside 
Madison Square Garden to take a 
3-0 series lead.

The Kings took their first lead of 
the series with Jeff Carter’s goal 
in the final second of the first pe-
riod and then stretched the edge to 
three goals in the second — some-
thing the Rangers failed to do in 
California.

Los Angeles can claim the Cup 
on Wednesday night in New York. 
The Kings have already survived 
three Game 7s on the road, so this 
amount of success has their confi-
dence soaring.

 “I don’t think it would be any 
different if we were down 3-0,” 
Quick said. “We’re just trying to 
win a game in a couple days here. 
That’s the focus.”

 Defenseman Jake Muzzin 
scored a power-play goal in the 
second period and Mike Rich-
ards pushed the lead to three with 
a goal off a 2-on-1 in the middle 
frame.

Henrik Lundqvist was hardly at 
fault on the goals. But Quick was 
perfect.

Wednesday, June 11, 2014

Super regionals roundup

STANLEY CUP FINALS/COLLEGE BASEBALL

Stanley Cup finals
(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary)
Los Angeles 3, N.Y. Rangers 0

Los Angeles 3, NY Rangers 2, OT
Los Angeles 5, N.Y. Rangers 4, 2 OT
Monday: Los Angeles 3, N.Y. Rangers

0
Wednesday: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Friday: at Los Angeles
x-Monday, June 16: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Wednesday, June 18: at Los Angeles

Monday
Kings 3, Rangers 0

Los Angeles 1 2 0—3
N.Y. Rangers 0 0 0—0

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Carter 10 
(Williams, Voynov), 19:59.

Second Period—2, Los Angeles, Muzz-
in 6 (Kopitar, Gaborik), 4:17 (pp). 3, Los
Angeles, M.Richards 3 (Clifford), 17:14.

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 5-8-2—15.
N.Y. Rangers 4-17-11—32.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 1 of 4; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 6.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 15-9-0 (32 
shots-32 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist
12-10-0 (15-12).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:06. 

Kings’ goalie shuts out Rangers as LA moves within 1 win of Stanley Cup

Finals becoming a Quick series

FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP 

Los Angeles Kings goalie Jonathan Quick, left, blocks a shot by New York Rangers right wing Mats 
Zuccarello, right, as Kings defenseman Willie Mitchell helps defend during the second period of Game 
3 of the Stanley Cup finals on Monday in New York. Quick made 32 saves in Los Angeles’ 3-0 victory, 
giving the Kings a 3-0 lead in the best-of-seven series. Game 4 is Wednesday in New York.

He made a brilliant save with 
his stick blade to deny Derick 
Brassard with 8:40 left in the sec-
ond shortly after a Rangers power 

play. That stop came on the heels of 
Brassard having two chances dur-
ing the advantage off a rebound of 
Brad Richards’ shot. Brassard’s 

first attempt was blocked, and the 
second was stopped by Quick.

The Kings goalie was also on his 
toes just 8 seconds into the third 

Mississippi makes it back to CWS after 42 years
The Associated Press

LAFAYETTE, La. — Mississip-
pi’s long wait is over.

Pinch-hitter Holt Perdzock’s 
double in the ninth inning sparked 
a four-run rally and the Rebels 
ended a 42-year College World 
Series drought by punching their 
ticket to Omaha with a 10-4 win 
over Louisiana-Lafayette in the 
deciding game of the Lafayette 
Super Regional on Monday night.

“The road to Omaha is bumpy 
and windy,” Ole Miss coach Mike 
Bianco said. “When you go, you 
have to have a special group. This 
group is certainly all of that.”

Bianco acknowledged that his 
team was fortunate to win .

“When you look at the box score, 
they out-hit us and we had four er-
rors,” Bianco said.” You don’t usu-
ally win those games. It was one of 
those nights where we made the 
most of our opportunities.”

Scott Weathersby (3-1) pitched 
two scoreless innings for Missis-
sippi (46-19) and Josh Laxer got 
his sixth save, allowing only an 
unearned run in 3 1⁄3 innings.

“I’ve been prepared to come out 
there in a close game,” Laxer said. 

“Coach B just preaches about fill-
ing up the strike zone. That’s what 
I did.”

And that’s why the Rebels are 
going to the CWS for the first time 
since 1972. They play Virginia on 
Sunday in the first game.

The turning point Monday night 
came when ULL’s Seth Harrison 
doubled down the line with run-
ners at first and second and two 
out in the seventh inning. Tyler 
Girouard scored from second, but 
Caleb Adams was thrown out at 
the plate, leaving Ole Miss up 5-4.

 “That was a huge momentum 
swing for us,” Ole Miss catcher 
Will Allen said. “We pumped up 
about that because we preserved 
the lead and Josh Laxer was shut-
down from then.”

Laxer said getting the last out 
was a dream come true.

“Every college baseball player’s 
dream is to get that last out to go 
to Omaha,” Laxer said. “It’s really 
hard to put into words right now, 
but it is awesome.”

A throwing error on Perdzock’s 
two-run double allowed another 
run to score and J.B. Woodman’s 
sacrifice fly scored Perdzock to 

complete the Rebels’ rally in the 
ninth.

Austin Anderson and Sikes 
Orvis homered in the Rebels’ 
three-run fourth.

ULL (58-10) lost back-to-back 
games for the first time all season. 
Starter Cody Boutte (9-1) went 
four innings, giving up four runs 
on five hits. ULL pitchers walked 

eight and hit three batters.
 Virginia 11, Maryland 2: Soph-

omore Josh Sborz went seven shut-
out innings and the Cavaliers used
a pair of three-run innings early
to beat the Terrapins in Game 3 of
the Charlottesville Super Regional
and reach the College World Series
for the third time in six seasons.

Junior third baseman Kenny
Towns drove in four runs on a
triple and a single to force Mary-
land starter Bobby Ruse out of the
game after 2 1⁄3 innings. Ruse (7-3)
gave up six runs on six hits and a
walk. Sborz (5-4) allowed four hits
and three walks while striking out
nine. The national No. 3 Cavaliers
are the highest remaining seed.

 TCU 6, Pepperdine 5: Kyle
Bacak executed a suicide squeeze
bunt to send home the tiebreaking 
run in the top of the ninth inning
and the Horned Frogs rallied to
beat the Waves and advance to the 
College World Series for the sec-
ond time in five seasons.

 TCU closer Riley Ferrell (2-1)
got the final six outs. Pepperdine
(43-18) had two runners on when
Bryan Langlois struck out to end
the game.

THOMAS GRANING, THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN/AP 

Mississippi’s Josh Laxer, kneeling, celebrates as teammates run 
onto the field after the Rebels beat Louisiana-Lafayette 10-4 on 
Monday to win the Lafayette Super Regional in Lafayette, La. The 
win earned Ole Miss its first College World Series berth in 42 years.

period when Chris Kreider came 
in alone but was stopped in tight.

That eliminated the little hope
the sold-out, towel-waving crowd
had of a big comeback.

“You make one save, and you’re 
trying to make the next one and go
from there,” Quick said. “They got 
a great team so you’re not trying 
to take anything for granted while
it’s going on. You’re just trying to 
make one save at a time. The team
played great in front of me.” 

Scoreboard
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BY BRIAN MAHONEY

The Associated Press

MIAMI — The NBA Finals are 
back in Miami, the same place 
they ended each of the last three 
years.

Miami can put itself on the 
brink of a third straight champi-
onship with victories over San An-
tonio in Games 3 and 4, starting 
Tuesday night. The Heat are un-
beaten at home in this year’s play-
offs and haven’t lost a postseason 
game in their own building since 
the Spurs beat them in Game 1 of 
last year’s NBA Finals.

Here are five things to watch in 
the Finals in Miami:

1 Looking for Leonard: 
Kawhi Leonard is not 
only struggling to defend 
LeBron James, but hasn’t 

been able to get his own game 
untracked. After averaging 14.6 
points and shooting better than 50 
percent in the 2013 NBA Finals, 
Leonard has managed only 18 
total points through two games. 
He was in foul trouble in Game 2 
and was ineffective, scoring nine 
points on 3-for-9 shooting, and 
the Spurs are letting him know 
they need more.

“I don’t think Kawhi got into 
the game,” Tim Duncan said. “He 
was in foul trouble up and down 
and he was so worried about that, 
I think that kind of took him out of 
the game. We talked to him, got in 
his ear, and have him refocus no 
matter what happens on the de-
fensive end of the floor. He’s got 
to continue to be aggressive on 
the other end and make LeBron 
and those other guys work.”

2 Bosh blossoming:  Chris 
Bosh  scored 18 in both 
games in San Antonio, 
nailing the go-ahead three-

pointer with 1:18 left in Game 2 
but not settling for the three as 
he sometimes does. He also had 
a pair of driving dunks while get-
ting fouled and made 59 percent 
of his shots in the two games.

“With us, look, he’s arguably 
our most important player. We’ve 
said that now for four years,” 
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said. 
“And it’s not just because of that 
shot. That’s what everybody no-

tices, and if he’s not getting the 
normal opportunities, and he’s 
not scoring, or doesn’t have big 
rebound numbers, it seems from 
the outside everybody is so criti-
cal about his game. But for us, he 
has a lot on his plate.”

3 They’re for free: Free 
throws keep costing the 
Spurs against the Heat.

Tony Parker and Duncan 
combined to miss four straight in 
Game 2, preventing San Antonio 
from extending a two-point lead 
in the fourth quarter. The Spurs 
finished with eight misses in a 
game they lost by two.

The Spurs, who missed a 
chance to finish off the Heat when 
Leonard and Manu Ginobili each 
missed a free throw late in regu-
lation in Game 6 last year, are 
shooting 69 percent in the series. 
The Heat have made 78 percent. 

4 Heat at home: The Heat 
are 8-0 at home in this 
year’s playoffs and have 
won a franchise-record 

11 straight here in the postsea-
son since the Spurs beat them in 
Game 1 of the 2013 Finals.

“It’s a quick turnaround in 
Miami, not many days off,” 
Wade said. “We’ve got to use our 
home crowd, our energy to our 
advantage.”

Miami is 68-19 all-time (.782) 
at AmericanAirlines Arena dur-
ing the postseason. Only the Lak-
ers’ .792 winning percentage at 
Staples Center is higher. 

5 Getting the point: The 
Heat are still waiting for 
a meaningful contribution 
from their point guards.

Starter Mario Chalmers has 
taken only seven shots and scored 
eight points thus far and was 
bothered by foul trouble in Game 
1. Backup Norris Cole was score-
less in 11 minutes off the bench 
Sunday and is just 1-for-6 in the 
series. And neither one has had 
much successful guarding Park-
er, who is averaging 20 points.

But the Heat remain confident 
in all their players, never hesitat-
ing to give someone the ball even 
if he’s struggling. 

BY TAMI ABDOLLAH

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles 
Clippers owner Donald Sterling 
has pulled his support from a deal 
to sell the team to former Micro-
soft CEO Steve Ballmer and will 
pursue his $1 billion federal law-
suit against the NBA, his attorney 
said Monday.

“We have been instructed to 
prosecute the lawsuit,” said attor-
ney Maxwell Blecher. He said co-
owner Donald Sterling would not 
be signing off on the deal to sell.

Donald Sterling issued a one-
page statement dated Monday 
titled “The Team is not for Sale” 
and said that “from the onset, I 
did not want to sell the Los Ange-
les Clippers.”

The $2 billion sale was negoti-
ated by his wife Shelly Sterling 
after Donald Sterling’s racist re-
marks to a girlfriend were publi-
cized and the NBA moved to oust 
him as owner.

The lawsuit alleges the league 
violated his constitutional rights 
by relying on information from 
an “illegal” recording that publi-
cized racist remarks he made to a 
girlfriend. It also said the league 

committed a breach of contract 
by fining Sterling $2.5 million 
and that it violated antitrust laws 
by trying to force a sale.

“I have decided that I must 
fight to protect my rights,” Don-
ald Sterling said. “While my posi-
tion may not be popular, I believe 
that my rights to privacy and the 
preservation of my rights to due 
process should not be trampled. I 
love the team and have dedicated 
33 years of my life to the organi-
zation. I intend to fight to keep the 
team.”

Donald Sterling had agreed to 
ink the deal and drop the suit last 
week assuming “all their differ-
ences had been resolved,” his at-
torneys said. But individuals close 
to the negotiations who weren’t 
authorized to speak publicly said 
he decided to not sign the papers 
after learning the NBA won’t re-
voke its lifetime ban and fine.

“There was never a discussion 
involving the NBA in which we 
would modify Mr. Sterling’s pen-
alty in any way whatsoever. Any 
suggestion otherwise is complete 
fabrication,” NBA spokesman 
Mike Bass said.

Shelly Sterling and her attorney 
Pierce O’Donnell declined to com-

ment through representatives.
Shelly Sterling utilized her au-

thority as sole trustee of The Ster-
ling Family Trust, which owns the 
Clippers, to take bids for the team 
and ultimately negotiate a deal 
with Ballmer. The deal would be
record-breaking if approved by 
the NBA’s owners.

An individual familiar with the
negotiations who wasn’t autho-
rized to speak publicly said Mon-
day that there were two options
for Donald Sterling — to either
sign or go to court. But even if he
wins in court, he’s ultimately win-
ning a judgment against himself
because his wife Shelly Sterling
has agreed to indemnify the NBA
against all lawsuits, including by
her husband, the individual said.

Donald Sterling’s comments to
V. Stiviano included telling her to
not bring black people to Clippers
games, specifically mentioning 
Hall of Famer Magic Johnson. 

Donald Sterling said in his 
statement that he was “extremely
sorry for the hurtful statements” 
he made privately but said them
out of anger and jealousy and
didn’t intend for them to be
public. 

NBA

BY BRIAN MAHONEY

The Associated Press

The New York Knicks hired Derek Fisher as their 
new coach on Tuesday, with Phil Jackson turning to 
one of his most trustworthy former players.

Just days after finishing his 18th season, Fisher 
was chosen to replace Mike Woodson, who Jackson 
fired after the regular season in his first major move 
as team president.

Fisher won five championships playing for Jack-
son with the Los Angeles Lakers and was known for 
his knack for hitting clutch postseason shots while 
playing an NBA-record 259 playoff games. Jackson 
says “it has come clear to me” that he and Fisher 
can form a great partnership again, listing some 
of the coaches the 39-year-old Fisher played under 
— though leaving out himself.

“Derek has a long, laundry list of coaches that 
he’s worked under and had a tremendous amount 
of success and we welcome him,” Jackson said on 
Tuesday during a news conference at the Knicks’ 
training center in Greenburgh, New York.

The Knicks went 37-45 and missed the playoffs, 

just a year after winning the Atlantic Division and
advancing to the Eastern Conference semifinals.
Jackson, who declined an original offer to coach the
team, was instead hired to run the front office in 
March, and fired Woodson the week after the sea-
son ended.

He was seeking someone familiar with the trian-
gle offense and someone with little or no coaching
experience that he could teach. The Knicks nearly
closed a deal to hire Steve Kerr, who instead left
a TV commentating job to coach the Golden State
Warriors.

Jackson turned his attention to Fisher, even get-
ting fined $25,000 last week when he was too open
about his interest in the point guard who was still 
under contract with the Oklahoma City Thunder.

The 39-year-old Fisher was respected among 
players around the league as he was the president of
the players association during the 2011 lockout.

The Knicks have had nowhere near the success 
of Fisher or Jackson, but their new coach believes
they can.

“We know without a doubt that we can re-estab-
lish what that means, what that is,” Fisher said.

Sterling: No deal for team

Knicks hire Fisher as coach

Heat have
dominated
in Miami

Scoreboard

NBA Finals
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

San Antonio 1, Miami 1
San Antonio 110, Miami 95
Miami 98, San Antonio 96
Tuesday: at Miami
Thursday: at Miami
Sunday: at San Antonio
x-Tuesday, June 17: at Miami
x-Friday, June 20: at San Antonio

Clippers owner pulls support of sale, will pursue suit against NBA
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US OPEN

Phil Mickelson 
has finished as 
the runner-up at 
the U.S. Open a 
record six times.

MARK HUMPHREY/AP

BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

PINEHURST, N.C.

The return to Pinehurst No. 2 
always held the promise of 
being different.

Just not to this degree.
Five years ago, when the USGA an-

nounced its radical plan of staging the 
U.S. Open and the U.S. Women’s Open 
on the same golf course in consecutive 
weeks, no one would have imagined 
that the only player named Woods 
competing at Pinehurst No. 2 would be 
Cheyenne, not Tiger.

Cheyenne Woods qualified for the 
Women’s Open on the same day her 
uncle, Tiger Woods, withdrew as he 
recovers from back surgery.

Phil Mickelson has an emotional 
connection to Pinehurst No. 2, the first 
of his record six runner-up finishes in 
the U.S. Open. He has been pointing 
to this ever since he won the British 
Open last summer. Just his luck, there 
has been more attention on Clorox 
stock than his bid for a career Grand 
Slam in the last week. Mickelson has 
been linked to an insider trading in-
vestigation, complete with a surprise 
visit from the FBI after he walked off 
the golf course in Ohio.

“I’m just trying to win a U.S. Open,” 
Mickelson said. “Right now I’m just 
trying to get my game ready to finish 

off that Grand Slam, and 
I’ve got seven to 10 days 
to really get my game 
sharp and ready. That’s 
all I can worry about 
for now.”

As for the golf 
course? Not even the 

Donald Ross masterpiece is like any-
one remembers it.

Shortly after Pinehurst No. 2 was 
awarded its third U.S. Open in 15 years 
— the most for any golf course in more 
than a century — the USGA signed off 
on a project to restore the course to its 
natural look, with sandy areas of wire-
grass bushes and natural vegetation 
where there once was gnarly rough.

 “It’s what they want to call under-
growth. I call it weeds,” said two-time 
U.S. Open champion Curtis Strange, 
who played the course last month to 
prepare for his duties as an ESPN an-
alyst. “It’s still going to be penal, and 
still going to be playing tough if you 
miss the fairway.”

The project required more than 
35 acres of turf being removed, and 
only 450 of the 1,150 sprinkler heads 
remain.

 Mickelson  is trying to become only 
the sixth player to win all four majors 
since the Masters began in 1934.

“I would look at myself — I would 
look at my career — in a whole differ-
ent light if I were able to get that fourth 
one,” Mickelson said.

 Justin Rose is the defending cham-
pion, the latest player to have a chance 
to join Strange as the only back-to-
back U.S. Open champions in the last 
60 years. 

Pinehurst, however, is still the main 
attraction for this U.S. Open.

“Someone could put you in the per-
fect place off every tee and it’s still 
one of the hardest courses you’ve ever 
played,” past U.S. Open champion 
Geoff Ogilvy said. “The course will be 
the star. There are always 50 stories 
at a U.S. Open. By Thursday, the real 
story starts.”

Pinehurst isn’t same course
Differences
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“The strange thing is that 
they’ve all been traumatic in-
juries, “ Italy defender Giorgio 
Chiellini said of injuries to Reus 
and midfielder Riccardo Monto-
livo, who broke the tibia bone in 
his left leg last weekend during a 
warm-up match with Ireland.

England midfielder Alex Ox-
lade-Chamberlain’s World Cup 
is in doubt after he sustained 
ligament damage in his right 
knee during a friendly against 
Ecuador in Miami Gardens on 
Wednesday.

Nevertheless, Verheijen says 
such matches are vital to coaches 
in forging one team out of players 
from several different clubs.

“They have to build up rhythm,” 
he said.

Sometimes, players can be one 
another’s worst enemies. Nether-
lands winger Arjen Robben was 
furious at a hard tackle from be-
hind by Ghana defender Rashid 
Sumaila last month. Friendly 
games are often far from friendly, 
as Brazil and Serbia showed in a 
feisty game on Friday.

“I’d have liked to hit him, but 
you can’t do that,” Robben, who 
was not injured, said after the 
match.

The lengthening list of absen-
tees from the World Cup starting 
in Sao Paulo on Thursday would 
form a strong world all-star team.

News of the partial ligament 
tear in Reus’ left ankle came a 
day after France winger Ribery 
pulled out of the tournament after 
failing to overcome a back injury.

Monaco striker Falcao was left 
out of Colombia’s squad after fail-
ing to recover from a knee injury.

Netherlands coach Louis van 
Gaal said he had to jettison his 
preferred 4-3-3 formation after 
key midfielder Kevin Strootman 
wrecked his knee playing for AS 
Roma.

Among other players absent 
from football’s greatest stage:
� Belgium striker Christian 

Benteke ruptured an Achilles 
tendon in April.
� Mexican midfielders Juan 

Carlos Medina, who injured 
his ankle during practice three 
weeks ago and Luis Montes, who 
broke his right fibula in a match 
against Ecuador last Saturday.
� Croatia lost its only left back 

Danijel Pranjic during a friendly 
against Australia.
� Spanish goalkeeper Victor 

Valdes tore the anterior cruci-
ate ligament in his right knee in 
March.
� Veteran Netherlands mid-

fielder Rafael van der Vaart is out 
with a calf muscle injury in his 
right leg.

Some potential stars of the 
Brazil tournament are weary and 
hurting but determined to play.

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo 

resumed training Saturday after 
recovering from tendinitis and a 
muscle injury, both in his left leg.

Ivory Coast coach Sabri La-
mouchi says that Yaya Toure, 
star of Manchester City’s English 
Premier League-winning team, 
has a leg injury and is fatigued 
but is expected to play.

Robin van Persie, striker at 
Toure’s crosstown rival Man-
chester United, will also be play-
ing despite a sore groin.

“It is not an injury, but he can 
feel it. He has been feeling it for 
a long time,” Van Gaal said after 
the Netherlands’ first training 
session in Rio.

Playing through the pain barri-
er is the norm for players like Van 
Persie, the Dutch captain and top 
scorer.

“He plays with it and he has 
always played with it,” Van Gaal 
said. “Every player has pains.”

WORLD CUP

SANG TAN/AP

Italy’s Riccardo Montolivo, lower right, is treated after breaking his tibia in a friendly match against 
Ireland on May 31. Montolivo is one of many stars sidelined in the leadup to the World Cup.

Hurt: Torn ACLs, broken legs, ailing 
backs keeping some stars out of Brazil

MATT DUNHAM/AP

England’s Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain gets his knee iced Monday after 
some running exercises during a squad training session at the Urca 
military base in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Oxlade-Chamberlain sustained 
ligament damage during a friendly against Ecuador last week.

BY PAUL LOGOTHETIS

The Associated Press

MADRID — Spain has a 
chance to become the first team 
to win back-to-back World Cup ti-
tles since Brazil in 1962, and what 
better place to do it than in the 
country that coined the phrase 
“Jogo Bonito” — beautiful game.

Four years after winning its 
first world title, Spain is not as 
feared as before, but coach Vicen-
te del Bosque still has the luxury 
of enough talent and experience 
to field two teams.

Spain’s midfield remains the 
cog to its success with veteran 
players Xavi Hernandez, Andres 
Iniesta, and Xabi Alonso; differ-
ence-makers like David Silva 
and Cesc Fabregas; and the ar-
rivals of burgeoning talents such 
as Thiago Alcantara and Isco to 
carry forward the team’s quick-
touch, possession football.

Del Bosque has shown a wily 
ability to adapt his team to cir-
cumstances since taking over for 
Luis Aragones following the 2008 
European Championship.

Four years ago, Spain rallied 
from its opening loss to Switzer-
land to reach the final, beating 
the Netherlands 1-0 with a more 
defensive approach as Alonso and 
Sergio Busquets stacked the mid-
field and protected the back.

Two years later at Euro 2012, 
Del Bosque dropped the tradi-
tional striker to use Fabregas in 
a “false 9” attacking role, culmi-
nating with a 4-0 rout of Italy in 
the final.

In Brazil, the former Real Ma-
drid coach could yet be able to ex-
periment again with the arrival 
of striker Diego Costa.

Costa’s physical prowess and 
ferocious appetite for goal has 
overwhelmed defenders dur-
ing a breakout season at Atletico 
Madrid.

The Brazil-born forward 
limped off in the Champions 
League final with a thigh injury . 
Costa proved he had recovered to 
earn a spot on the team’s roster.

“The injury is still there in my 
head, but I felt good,” Costa said. 
“I’m just trying to play to my best 
ability. With every game I find 
myself synching better with my 
teammates.”

Del Bosque was certain Costa 
will be ready to play right from 
the start against the Dutch.

“It is true that he needs time 
to find his game after not play-
ing for some time but I think he is 
ready to play in the World Cup,” 
Del Bosque said. “We’re optimis-
tic about our chances going into 
the competition.”

Costa is likely to come under 
heavy scrutiny as home fans goad 
his renowned mercurial temper 
for passing on the chance to play 
for his native land.

“When I found out about 

Spain’s interest I started to think,
‘Why not?’ For the world cham-
pion to consider me is a great
honour,” Costa said. “Del Bosque 
has been clear and hasn’t prom-
ised me anything and I don’t want 
anything handed to me, I want to 
earn it. I told him I wouldn’t join 
the team if it created problems.”

 Spain’s defense remains one of
its strengths despite the loss of 
Carles Puyol, with Sergio Ramos
and Gerard Pique forming a
block in the centre, where Javi
Martinez can easily slide in.

Cezar Azipiluceta looks likely 
to partner Jordi Alba to provide
Spain with plenty of pace at the
fullback positions.

Iker Casillas was the first-
choice goalkeeper despite having 
been relegated to a backup role at
Madrid, although his experience
has carried him through a diffi-
cult season-and-a-half there.

Spain will open against the 
Netherlands in Salvador on Fri-
day in a rematch of the 2010 final
before a tricky match against
Chile in Rio de Janeiro five days 
later. The defending champions 
will then face Australia on June
23 in Curitiba, where the squad
will be based.

“Simply put, it’s one of the
toughest groups in the tourna-
ment,” Xavi said. “We know how 
hard it is to play the World Cup, es-
pecially right from the start with 
this group we’ve been put into.”

Spain aiming for  
2nd straight title
Del Bosque counting on healed striker Costa

16
Number of players from 

the 2010 World Cup 
championship lineup 

named to the 23-man 
roster for Brazil.

By the numbers

SOURCE: FIFA.com

3
Number of goals La Roja 
let in during qualification 
for the 2014 World Cup.

1
Spain’s current FIFA 

ranking, which it has held 
since September of 2011.
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Ivory Coast 
Didier Drogba: Drogba 

hardly needs an introduc-
tion. He is the country’s 
leading scorer and net-
ted 157 times in 341
appearances during his
Chelsea career .

He won three Premier League titles, four FA 
Cups, two League Cups and, in one glorious final 
appearance, the Champions League in 2012 .

The fact that he scored nine goals in nine finals 
with Chelsea shows what a big-game player he is, 
but success on the international stage has proved 
more elusive  . He has so far failed to lead the Ivory 
Coast to an African Cup of Nations 
title, losing twice in the final.

Yaya Toure: Toure is slightly less
revered than Drogba 
in Ivory 
Coast.

The 
31-year-old has 
come out of 
Drogba’s shadow tby winning 
three straight African Foot-
baller of the Year awards. 
Drogba  won it twice.

Toure’s confidence has 
soared since he joined Man-
chester City  four years ago.

He  is the main man, and 
that is reflected in his new-
found scoring ability. This 
season, Toure scored 21 times 
 and helped the club win the 
English Premier League title. 

Wednesday, June 11, 2014

WORLD CUP

Players to watch Players to watch

GROUP C

BY DEREK GATOPOULOS

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Group C 
has a favorite, Colombia, though 

now it knows it will play without its 
star player. And if all goes well for the 

South Americans, that leaves Greece, 
Japan, and Didier Drogba’s Ivory Coast to 
fight for the group’s other spot in the round 
of 16 at this year’s World Cup in Brazil.

Here are five things to know about 
Group C:

1 Falcao a no-go: After the draw in 
December, Colombia was made 
an early favorite to advance from 
Group C. But that was before strik-

er Radamel Falcao damaged ligaments in 
his left knee in a French Cup game .

The 28-year-old joined teammates in 
preliminary selection, but coach Jose Pe-
kerman left Falcao off Colombia’s final 
squad after he failed to recover.

“For Falcao, we’ll wait till the last sec-
ond,” Pekerman said before having to 
make the final, difficult call, dealing a 
serious blow to the team’s chances at the 
tournament.

“We can say to all of Colombia that he did 
more than was within his power to play,” 
said Pekerman. “He deserved the right for 
us to wait and keep the hope alive.”

2 Coffee growers: The “Coffee Grow-
ers” from Colombia rolled through 
qualifying, even routing Uruguay 4-
0 on their way to earning 30 points 

from 16 matches.
Falcao sealed qualification with two late 

goals against Chile, coming from behind 
for a 3-3 home draw. He’ll be missed.

Under Argentine coach Pekerman, Co-
lombia has blossomed, rising from 35th 
place in the world rankings to the top five 
and their first World Cup in 16 years.

Pekerman’s opening match is against 
Greece, Europe’s defensive stalwarts who 
conceded only four goals in 10 qualifiers.

3 So Long Santos: 
Greece coach Fer-
nando Santos will step 
down after the World 

Cup, but says he’s glad to 
help lift the country’s 
spirits after it endured 
four years of severe fi-

nancial crisis.

“The Greeks have been so warm to me, 
so welcoming. It feels great to give them 
some joy and hope that things will get 
better,” the Portuguese coach said.

Santos has stuck with striker Kos-
tas Mitroglou despite his troubled 
move to Premier League club Ful-
ham but had to drop defender Kyriakos 
Papadopoulos, who has missed matches 
at Schalke for 13 months due to a knee 
injury.

Greece captain Giorgos Karagounis re-
mains motivator-in-chief at age 37, play-
ing in eight qualifiers and both playoffs 
to reach a record 132 appearances for the 
national team.

4 Driving force: Japan will be look-
ing for Keisuke Honda to provide 
a spark in Brazil, but the bleach-
haired forward has had an unset-

tling time at AC Milan since joining this 
year from CSKA Moscow.

Honda scored an injury-time penalty 
against Australia to make Japan the first 
team to qualify for this year’s tournament, 
leading coach Alberto Zaccheroni to prom-
ise that his team was ready to “surprise the 
world.”

But Japan’s euphoria was tempered by 
a friendly against Cyprus last week, when 
the hosts only prevailed with a 1-0 win.

“Winning by one goal is definitely not 
enough,” Manchester United midfielder 
Shinji Kagawa said. “We must train hard 
to improve.”

5 Drogba’s chance: Didier Drogba 
remains at the center of Ivory 
Coast’s hopes, despite turning 36 
last month.

The Ivorians qualified comfortably 
under French coach Sabri Lamouchi, and 
were further relieved to avoid a tough draw 
this time around.

They faced Argentina and the Nether-
lands in 2006, and Brazil and Portugal at 
the last World Cup — finishing third both 
times. If Ivory Coast makes it through this 
year, there will be no let up in the round 
of 16 with the team likely to face a former 
World Cup winner in either Italy, England 
or Uruguay.

“That’s what I want, for the Elephants to 
take on tough opponents,” Lamouchi said. 
“We want to raise our standards, our con-
centration, our determination ... We are 
raising our game.”

Colombia 
James Rodriguez: Tal-

ented midfielder James 
Rodriguez will be arriving 
at the World Cup in top 
form.

Rodriguez successfully 
took over the scoring role 

at Monaco after Radamel Falcao got sidelined be-
cause of a left-knee injury in January.

Few will question what Rodriguez can do as a 
playmaker, but he has also been able to show that 
he can be extremely effective as a goal scorer.

Considered by many in Colombia as the suc-
cessor to iconic midfielder Carlos Valderrama, the 
22-year-old Rodriguez was a regular in Colombia’s 
youth squads and will have his first chance to prove 
his worth at a top international competition.

Fredy Guarin: Versatile midfielder Fredy Guarin 
has played for the national team since 2006 and 
his experience will be key for the talented young 
Colombian squad in Brazil.

Guarin has been playing well with Inter Milan 
and signed a contract extension with the Italian 
club until 2017, eliminating a dis-
traction that could have kept 
him from focusing on the tour-
nament in Brazil.

The 27-year-old player was 
upset after nearly being sent 
to rival Juventus in Jan-
uary and launched 
an attack against 
his club be-
cause he 
didn’t want 
to leave. 

Greece 
Giorgos Karagounis: 

With 132 national team 
appearances, Karagou-
nis has the most caps 
in Greek history and re-
mains a presence that 
can still turn a game.

Karagounis can score from distance and serve 
up the set pieces that are key to many of his 
team’s low-scoring victories.

In 2012, Karagounis took his inexhaustible en-
ergy to struggling Premier League club Fulham, 
and says he’s delighted to take his career past his 
mid-thirties and give Greeks joy as they struggle 
through a financial crisis. 

Kostas Mitroglou: The camera-shy but physi-
cally powerful Mitroglou has had a difficult time 
since joining Karagounis at Fulham this season. 
But the 26-year-old striker was instrumental in 
maintaining Olympiakos’ domestic dominance be-
fore his departure, scoring 14 goals.

Mitroglou also scored three times in the 4-2 
aggregate win over Romania in the World Cup 
playoffs.

The German-born forward, nicknamed the 
“Gunslinger” in the Greek media, gives coach Fer-
nando Santos better options in attack, as other 
young strikers have failed to make an 
impact and goal-scoring standbys 
Dimitris Salpingidis, 32, and Fanis 
Gekas, 33, could lose pace. 

Japan 
Keisuke Honda: Wide-

ly regarded as Japan’s 
best player, Honda scored 
in a 1-1 draw with Aus-
tralia in June to secure 
the country’s fifth straight 
World Cup appearance.

Brash and confident, the 27-year-old AC Milan 
attacking midfielder said Japan won’t be intimi-
dated by any opposition in Brazil.

He set up two goals in Japan’s 4-2 win over 
New Zealand in a friendly in March playing in his
preferred central position.

Honda is off to a slow start at AC Milan, where
coach Clarence Seedorf has been using him on
the right side or as a defensive midfielder.

Shinji Kagawa: Despite struggling to find his
form under David Moyes during Manchester Unit-
ed’s troubled season, Shinji Kagawa has been a
major contributor to Japan’s qualifying campaign.

Kagawa scored twice in the friendly win over
New Zealand, proving that his lack of playing time
at Old Trafford hasn’t slowed him down.

The 25-year-old midfielder scored 21 goals in 
two seasons with Borussia Dortmund. Last year,
Kagawa scored three times for United  to become 
the first Asian 
to score a hat 
trick in a Pre-
mier League 
match. 

James 
Rodriguez

AP

Kostas Mitroglou
AP 

Shinji 
Kagawa 

AP

Didier Drogba
AP 

SHIZUO KAMBAYASHI/AP

Keisuke Honda, Japan’s brash and confident midfielder, said his team won’t be 
intimidated. Still, a 1-0 win over Cyprus in a recent friendly was a cause for concern. 

Colombia still favored despite absence of striker Falcao

Strong ‘Coffee Growers’
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GROUP B

WORLD CUP

BY PAUL LOGOTHETIS

The Associated Press

MADRID — Spain’s bid to repeat as 
champion has the unenviable task of begin-
ning in a World Cup group with the Nether-
lands, Chile and Australia.

Three of the four should contend for a 
spot in the knockout phase, with plucky 
Australia looking overmatched but able to 

spoil the hopes of the others.
Spain and the Netherlands play on 

June 13 at Arena Fonte Nova in Salva-
dor, while Chile could take an early lead in 

Group B with its opener against Australia at 
the Arena Pantanal in Cuiaba.

Here are five things to know about Group 
B:

1Starting strong: With Brazil a po-
tential opponent in the round of 
16, no team can afford a poor start 
in Group B. Spain lost its opening 

World Cup match four years ago, but went 
on to beat the Netherlands in the final.

This year, those same two teams meet 
in one of the most anticipated opening 
matches of the tournament.

The rematch is likely to produce 
a different spectacle than 

four years ago when the 
Dutch soured their 

tournament 
run with a 
physical, 

defensive 
display 
that has 
come to 

be symbol-
ized by Nigel de Jong’s kung-fu style 
kick to the chest of Spain midfielder 

Xabi Alonso.

2Spain on course: Spain has not 
lost a step as it vies to win a fourth 
straight major tournament with a 
core squad that is likely playing 

its final World Cup.
Spain’s schedule is perhaps the tough-

est, as it follows up its match against the 
Netherlands by playing Chile on June 18 at 
Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro.

“We’ll have to be ready from Day 1,” 
Spain coach Vicente del Bosque said after 
the draw. “With this selection of rivals, we 

cannot afford to let our concentration slip 

one bit .” Spain finishes group play against 
Australia, where anything but a victory 
would be a shock.

3Dutch determination: Now led by 
coach Louis van Gaal, the Nether-
lands is always a contender, but goes 
into the World Cup on the heels of 

flopping at Euro 2012.
 Van Gaal, who will be replaced by Guus 

Hiddink after the tournament, has rebuilt 
the team to play more attractive attacking 
football.

Robin van Persie and Arjen Robben con-
tinue to spark the Oranje, but Van Persie 
must seize the opportunity after the Man-
chester United striker has scored only once 
at the last two major tournaments, the 2010 
World Cup and Euro 2012.

4Chile lurking: Chile is stronger and 
more dangerous than four years ago, 
when it also met Spain in group play 
before being eliminated by Brazil in 

the last 16.
This time around, the South Americans 

are lurking, waiting to take advantage of any 
slip-up by either Spain or the Netherlands.

Juventus midfielder Arturo Vidal and 
Barcelona forward Alexis Sanchez 
will be the key players for Chile, 
which has steadied under coach 
Jorge Sampaoli since he took over 
two years ago.

5Aussies in a tough spot: 
All three group con-
tenders know victory 
against Australia 

will be crucial to advanc-
ing. Australia is well 
aware, too.

“All of the 
pressure is on 
our rivals, 
they are 
under 
pres-
sure to win and we’re not 
going to make it easy for them,” Aus-
tralia coach Ange Postecoglou said. 
“We know it’s very difficult for us to 
advance, hopefully we can surprise 
them.”

Australia won one of its 
group games in South Af-
rica four years ago, but 
will find it difficult to 
repeat that feat. 

Netherlands, Chile expexted to offer champs a challenge

Spain’s tough draw

Spain
Diego Costa: The At-

letico Madrid striker will 
bring a new dynamic to 
the world champions.

Coach Vicente del 
Bosque is counting on 
Costa to spearhead 

Spain’s attack, and Costa seems fit after his ham-
string withstood 74 minutes on a hot and humid 
afternoon in a tuneup on Saturday.

Costa said Tuesday he has fully 
recovered from a nagging injury that 
dogged him over the close of the 
club season. Hi’s ability to ex-
ploit space plus his on-field 
grit provides Spain with a 
physical complement to its 
slick combination passing 
game generated from 
midfield.

  Andres Inies-
ta: Spain’s 
wealth of 
midfield 
talent is 
a key dif-
ference-maker for the world 
champions and Andres Iniesta 
is a key cog in that 
engine.

Iniesta  has had a 
subdued season at 
Barcelona with  flash-
es of brilliance. But 
he seems to turn 
it on for Spain, 
when he  proves to 
be a key player in 
unlocking defenses 
that stack the area 
and stay behind the 
ball. 

Players to watch

Chile
 Arturo Vidal: Arturo 

Vidal has become a 
mainstay in the lineup 
of Italian champion Ju-
ventus, helping the team 
win the Serie A title the 
past two seasons. But he 

has become a big question mark since undergoing 
right knee surgery on May 7. Doctors think 
he will be available, but few will know until 
just before the opening match.

Vidal has undergone an impressive 
transformation from being a stop-
per to making himself into a 
versatile player who re-
covers lost balls, sets 
up assists and 
often scores 
goals.

Alexis 
Sanchez: The 
attacking skills of Barcelona for-
ward Alexis Sanchez makes him 
Chile’s most lethal offensive 
weapon.

“The Wonder Boy” scored 
eight times with the na-
tional squad, including a 
double against England at 
Wembley Stadium.

Sanchez is also enjoy-
ing his best season in the 
since joining Barcelona 
in 2011. 

Players to watch

Netherlands
 Robin van Persie: It 

seems hard to believe 
that four years ago in
South Africa, Robin van
Persie wasn’t even the
Netherlands’ undisputed
striker. He is now, but he

remains under pressure to finally showcase his
goal-scoring skills on the biggest stage.  Van Persie
recently became the Netherlands’ top scorer of all 
time, overtaking Patrick Kluivert’s 40-goal mark.
But he will be desperately hoping that Brazil is
the tournament at which he finally buries criticism 
that he can’t find the net in major tournaments. 

Arjen Robben: Speedy  winger Arjen Robben
laid to rest the demons of a squandered chance
in the 2010 World Cup final and missed penal-
ty in the 2012 Champions League final by set-

ting up a 
goal and
scoring 

the winner
in last year’s

Champions 
League decider.   In Brazil, look

out for his trademark move: Dribbling
along the right wing, cutting inside and
curling a left-foot shot into the far top 

corner. Robben’s been doing it for
years and still 

defenders 
struggle to
stop him.

Australia
 Tim Cahill: At 34 and

playing in his third World
Cup, midfielder Tim Cahill 
will be the heart of the 
team in Brazil. Often de-
scribed as the Socceroos’ 
talisman, he had a knack

of scoring at crucial moments in big games, in-
cluding in the comeback win over Japan in 2006
— which was Australia’s first game at a World Cup
in 32 years.

Cahill is the all-
time leading scorer 
for the Socceroos 
with 32 goals, 
two of his 
last three 
com-
ing in a 
friendly 
against 
Ecua-
dor in 
London 
in March. 

 Mile Je-
dinak: In a 
team mostly 
lacking in 
star power, 
29-year-old mid-
fielder and newly-named 
captain Mile Jedinak holds 
the distinction of being 
one of the Socceroos only 
current players involved 
regularly in the Pre-
mier League.  

Robin van Persie
Peter Dejong/AP

Tim Cahill 
Rick Rycrof t/AP

MANU FERNANDEZ/AP 

Spain’s Diego Costa throws the ball during a training session at the Atletico 
Paranaense training center in Curitiba, Brazil on Monday. Defending champion 
Spain has plenty of competition in Group B with Chile, Australia and the 
Netherlands, the team it beat for the World Cup title in South Africa in 2010.

Alexis Sanchez
Luis Hidalgo/AP

Andres 
Iniesta 
Luis M. 
Alvarez/AP



“Their players are still fit, but they are tired,” 
he told The Associated Press in a telephone inter-
view. “Players have to rest. It’s the opposite of club 
preparations at the start of a season.”

He called the intensive training regimens of 
many national coaches “Russian roulette,” saying 
that overtraining is a key cause of muscle injuries.

Football is, of course, a fast and physical sport 
and not all injuries can be attributed to exhaustion, 
but many of the stars at the World Cup had barely 
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US Open returns to Pinehurst,
but with a different landscape Page 28

German national team member Marco 
Reus will miss the World Cup after 
partially tearing a ligament in his left ankle 
on Saturday in a friendly against Armenia.
Thomas Eisenhuth/AP

Club schedules factor into injuries costing stars shot at biggest stage

Theo
Walcott
England
Ruptured 
ACL in left 
knee in 
January

Radamel 
Falcao
Colombia
Left off the 
team after 
failing to 
recover from 
knee injury

Franck 
Ribery
France
Ruled out 
after failing 
to recover 
from back 
injury

Danijel 
Pranjic
Croatia
Injured his 
ankle Friday 
in a friendly. 
His status is 
uncertain.

Victor
Valdes
Spain
Keeper tore 
the ACL in 
his right 
knee in 
March

Rafael
van der 
Vaart
Netherlands
Ruled out 
with a calf 
injury

Cup dreams take a hit

Inside: 
� Spain 
out to repeat, 
Page 29

� Group B, 
C previews, 
Pages 30-31

World of hurt

Closing in on crown
Quick shuts out NY as Kings take 
3-0 lead Stanley Cup fi nals, Page 26

BY MIKE CORDER

The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO

Elite professional footballers may be pam-
pered like royalty, but near constant 
training and grueling club and country 
commitments are taking their toll on the 

World Cup before the tournament even kicks off 
in Brazil.

Germany midfielder Marco Reus on Saturday 
became the latest player to pull out of the global 
football showcase, joining the likes of Frank Ri-
bery, Radamel Falcao, Theo Walcott and several 
other big names who will be watching the World 
Cup in between trips to the doctor or physio.

Dutch coach Raymond Verheijen, who has in the 
past helped condition Netherlands, South Korean 
and Russian players for European Championships 
and World Cups, has long been a critic of over-
training and blamed it for increasing injuries.

He said national coaches need to wind back the 
amount of training they put their squads through 
at the end of long club seasons.

finished their club seasons when they had to report 
to rigorous national training camps. Any lingering 
aches and pains they accumulated have no time to 
recover.

Former Sunderland manager Paolo Di Canio told 
Gazetta dello Sport that England’s campaign in the 
strength-sapping heat of Brazil will likely suffer 
due to the Premier League’s non-stop season.

“They do not have a winter break,” Di Canio 
said. “It’s nice to play at Christmas, but they pay 
the price for this in June when the fatigue can be 
devastating.”

Brazil coach Luiz Felipe Scolari said he has not 
considered resting Neymar or any other players 
because of the recent wave of injuries.

So-called “friendly” tune-up matches in recent 
weeks have also shattered plenty of World Cup 
dreams.

Reus twisted his left ankle while challenging 
Artur Yedigaryan in the first half of Germany’s 
friendly against Armenia — part of the team’s 
buildup to the World Cup in Brazil.
SEE HURT ON PAGE 29

‘ They do not have a winter 
break. It’s nice to play at 
Christmas, but they pay the 
price for this in June when the 
fatigue can be devastating. ’

Paolo Di Canio
Former Sunderland manager

Sterling pulls support for Clippers sale, 
pursues $1B suit against NBA Page 27


